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Observations by the Editor

Embracing Paganism

very time | think our society cannot

et any worse, some new decision is

made by the President, the Supreme

Court or the Congressthat further propels
us toward paganism and chaos.

Women on the Front Lines

The latest blow came when the
Obama Administration decided to open
up combat positions in the military to
women. What insanity! Only a barbaric
culture would send its women to fight its
wars.

Increasingly our men are returning
from warfare with deep psychological
wounds called post-traumatic stress syn-
drome. How much more so will women,
who are by nature much more emotion-
ally sensitive than men, be impacted by
the overwhelming brutality of war?

And when women are captured in
combat, does anyone really believe they
will be treated humanely? Of course not.
They will be raped repeatedly.

Libera ideologues are blind to the
inherent differences between men and
women. They believe they are simply a
metter of cultural conditioning, when the
truth isthat God created men and women
to be very different and to fulfill different
roles in the home, the Church, and soci-
ety.

Liberals are determined to castrate
men and debase women by making men
of them — all in the name of “equality.”
Well, men and women are simply not
equal in physique or emotions.

Whenwe start bringing homewomen
from war who are totally traumatized or
who are scarred by rape and torture or
who are brought back homein body bags,
maybe we will come to our senses, but |
doubt it. We have just gone too far down
the trail of paganism to turn back.

Homosexual “Rights”

The same is true of the homosexual
agenda. Our President has made it clear
that heisnot going to be satisfied until he
canoutlaw all criticismof homosexuality,
even by preachers in the pulpit. Our
courts have already ruled that homosex-
ua “rights’ take precedence over per-
sonal religious beliefs.

. e i
Dr. Reagan with his daughter, Rachel,
aboard a boat on the Sea of Galilee.

Take for example, the bizarre case
that occurred recently in New Mexico.
The case began in 2006, when alesbian
couple filed a complaint with the New
Mexico Human Rights Commission after
Elane Hugeinin, a local photographer
who runs a small photography business
with her husband, declined the couple’s
request to take pictures of their commit-
ment ceremony because of her religious
beliefs concerning the definition of
marriage.

In 2008, the Human Rights Commis-
sion subjected Mrs. Hugeinin to a one-
day trial, and ultimately charged her
company with sexua orientation dis-
crimination, ordering it to pay afine of
$6,637.94 in attorney’ sfeesto theplain-
tiff. The Alliance Defending Freedom
(ADF) filed an appea of the Commis-
sion’ sdecision on behalf of the Christian
photography company.

The New Mexico Court of Appeals
ruled in behalf of the leshian couple, in
June of 2012. The Supreme Court of
New Mexico has accepted the case on
appeal. Let us pray that religious liberty
will triumph in this case.

Obama’s Promise

In the 2008 presidential election
Obama promised “Change.” He never
specified what it was. He kept it inten-
tionally vague. The American people
bought the promise hook, line and sink-
er.

And now he is delivering what he
promised, making radical changes pri-
marily through arbitrary executiveorders
which arerapidly converting this nation
into asecular, pagan welfare state which
will soon collapse under theweight of its
mora rot and its shameful debt. ==
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Living with an Eternal Per spective

Dr. David R. Reagan

ne of the greatest public servants in the history of England
was William Gladstone (1809 - 1898) who served as Prime
Minister four times during the latter half of the 19th Century.

Gladstone was a commit-
ted Christian who aways at-
tended church. Hea sotaught a
Sunday School class through-
out his adult life. In fact, his
aim early in hislife wasto be-
come an Anglican clergyman,
but after his graduation from
Oxford, his strong-willed fa

- ther insisted that he enter poli-
William Gladstone tics.t

Shortly before he died, Gladstone gave aspeechinwhich he
told about being visited by an ambitious young man who sought
his advice about life. The lad told the elder statesman that he
admired him more than anyone living and wanted to seek his
advice regarding his career.?

A Remarkable I nterview

“What do you hopeto do when you graduate from college?”
Gladstone asked.

The young man replied, “1 hope to attend law schooal, sir,
just asyou did.”

“That’sanoble goal,” said Gladstone, “ Then what?’

“1 hope to practice law and make a good name for myself
defending the poor and the outcasts of society, just asyou did.”

“That' sanoble purpose,” replied Gladstone. “ Then what?”’

“Well, sir, | hope one day to stand for Parliament and be-
come a servant of the people, even asyou did.”

“That too is a noble hope. What then?” asked Gladstone.

“1 would hope to be able to serve in the Parliament with
great distinction, evidencing integrity and a concern for justice
— evenasyoudid.”

“What then?’ asked Gladstone.

“1 would hope to serve the government as Prime Minister
withthesamevigor, dedication, vision, and integrity asyou did.”

“And what then?’ asked Gladstone.

“1 would hope to retire with honors and write my memoirs
— even asyou are presently doing — so that others could learn
from my mistakes and triumphs.”

“All of that isvery noble,” said Gladstone, “ and then what?”’

The young man thought for amoment. “Well, sir, | suppose
| will then die.”

“That’s correct,” said Gladstone. “And then what?”’
The young man looked puzzled. “Well, sir,” he answered

hesitantly, “1’ve never given that any thought.”

“Youngman,” Gladstoneresponded, “theonly advicel have
for you isfor you to go home, read your Bible, and think about
eternity.”

Good Advice

Think about eternity! What good advice. Life goes by so
quickly. Itislikeavapor that is here one moment and evaporates
the next. We are preparing for eternity. Are you ready?

Or, are you living like you expect to live forever? Are you
focused on this life, determined to accumulate al the money,
power and fame you possibly can? Are you like the young man
who visited Gladstone — are you a person who has never given
eternity a thought? If so, the Word of God has a stern warning
for you (James 4:13-15):2

And now | have aword for you who brashly announce,
“Today — at the latest, tomorrow — we're off to such
and such a city for the year. We're going to start a
business and make alot of money.”

Y ou don’t know thefirst thing about tomorrow. You're
nothing but a wisp of fog, catching a brief bit of sun
before disappearing.

Instead, make it a habit to say, “If the Master wills it
and we're still alive, we'll do this or that.”

The Fleeting Nature of Life

Thispassage alwaysremindsme of anincident that occurred
inmy life several years ago. A dear friend of mine whom | had
taught with in a Texas college called me one day and told me he
had been diagnosed with prostate cancer.

“The doctor has given me only six months to live,” he
reported.

| told him | wasvery sorry to hear the news, and | promised
to pray for himand hisfamily. Then, | added, “ But keepin mind,
I may be dead before you.”

“Oh? Do you have cancer too?’ he asked.

“No,” | responded, “it’sjust that | do not have the promise
of even one day of life, much less
six months.”

Weadll tend to live like we are
going to live forever, when the fact
isthat we are all mortal and can die
at any moment from a thousand
different causes, natural or acciden-
tal.

Ironically, the Bible tells us |
that we areto live like we are going
to live forever — but not on this
earth. We areto live in preparation
for eternity, hopefully an eternity
with God.
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“...hewhohateshislifein thisworld shall keep
it tolife eternal.” Jesusin John 12:25.

Most likely you are a born-again believer who has given
serious thought to eternity, but who findsit difficult to maintain
an eternal perspective. You repeatedly find yourself caught up
with the problems of life, and the result is stress, anxiety, and
even depression.

Living with an eternal perspective is one of the keys to
living as an overcomer. It is a virtue that is going to become
increasingly important as society continues to disintegrate and
Christians come under increasing attack.

What is the secret to maintaining an eternal perspective?
Much of the answer liesin your attitude about this world.

Your Attitude Toward the World

Stop for a moment and think. What is your attitude about
this world? Are you enthusiastic about it? Or do you feel
uncomfortable with it? Do you love the world? Or do you often
feel alienated fromit? Areyou at homein thisworld? Or do you
feel like a stranger?

There's an old Negro spiritual song that always challenges
meto examine my attitudetoward theworld. Thefirst verse goes
asfollows:*

Thisworld is not my home,
I’m just a passing through.
My treasures are laid up
Somewhere beyond the blue.

The angels beckon me
From heaven’s open door,
And | can't feel at home
In thisworld anymore.

Dothosewords expressyour fegling about thisworld? What
word would you use to summarize your feeling? Zealous?
Anxious? Enamored? Estranged? Areyou comfortableor do you
feel ill-at-ease?

My Attitude

Let me ask your indulgence for a moment as | share my
personal feeling about this world. The word | would use is
“hate.” Yes, | hate thisworld. | hate it with a passion so strong
and so intense that | find it difficult to express in words.

Now, let me hasten to clarify my feeling by stating that | do
not hate God's beautiful and marvelous creation. | have been
privileged to see the majesty of the Alps. | have been awed by
the rugged beauty of Alaska. | never cease to be amazed by the
creativewondersof God inthe great American Southwest. | have
been blessed to see the incredible beauty of Cape Town, South
Africa. And | have been overwhelmed timeand timeagain by the
stark and almost mystical bareness of the Judean Wildernessin
Israel.

When | say that | “hate” this world, I’'m not speaking of
God' s creation. I'm speaking, instead, of the evil world system
that we live in. Let me give you some examples of what I'm
talking about:

® | hate aworld where thousands of babies are murdered
every day in their mother’ s wombs.

® | hate aworld where young people in the prime of life
have their lives destroyed by illicit drugs.

® | hateaworld that coddles criminals and makes amock-
ery of justice.

® | hate a world that glorifies crime in its movies and

television programs.
® | hate a world that applauds indecent and vulgar per-
formerslike Lady Gaga.

® | hate aworld where government has converted gamb-
ling from aviceto avirtue.

® | hate a world in which professiona athletes are paid
millions of dollars a year while hundreds of thou-
sands sleep homeless in the streets every night.

® | hate a world where people judge and condemn one

another on the basis of skin color.

® | hate aworld that calls evil good by demanding that
homosexuality berecognized asalegitimate, alterna
tive lifestyle.

® | hateaworldinwhich mothersare forced to work while
their children grow up in impersonal day care cen-
ters.

® | hateaworldinwhich peopledie agonizing deathsfrom
diseases like cancer and AIDS.

® | hate aworld where families are torn apart by
alcohol abuse.

e | hate a world where every night | see reports on the
television news of child abuse, muggings, kidnap-
pings, murders, terrorism, wars, and rumors of wars.

e | hateaworld that uses the name of my God, Jesus, asa

curse word.

| hope you understand now what | mean when | say, “| hate
thisworld!”

Think about Eternity

Jesus' Viewpoint

But how | personally feel about thisworld is not important.
The crucial point for you to consider is the biblical view. Let's
look at it, and as we do so, compare the biblical view with your
own.

Let’ sbegin with the viewpoint that Jesus told us we should
have. It isrecorded in John 12:25 — “Hewho loveshislifeloses
it, and he who hates his life in this world shall keep it to life
eternal.”

page 4 The Lamplighter
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Those are strong words.
They arethekind that cause usto
wince and think, “Surely He did
not mean what He said.” But the
context indicatesthat Jesusmeant "'}'ﬁl s
exactly what He said. So, what ™
about it? Do you hate your lifein -
thisworld or do you love it? .{’( &)

The Viewpoint of the Apostles

The apostle Paul gave avery
strong warning about getting
comfortable with the world. In =%

-l N

Romans 12:2 he wrote: “Do not =+«

As these verses indicate, one of
the keys to living a triumphant life in
Christ — to living ajoyous and victo-
rious life in the midst of aworld wal-
lowing in despair — isto live with a
conscious eternal perspective.

What does that mean? In the
words of Peter, that means living as
“aliens and strangers’ in thisworld (1
| Peter 2:11). Similarly, in the words of
& ‘thewriter of Hebrews, it meansliving

“strangers and exiles.” (Hebrews
11 13). Paul put it this way: “Do not

be conformed to this world, but Christians are called to be *aliens and strangers’ in thisworld Set your minds on earthly things, for

be transformed by the renewing
of your mind.” How do you mea-
sure up to this exhortation?

Are you conformed to the world? Have you adopted the
world’' sway of dress? What about the world’ s way of speech or
theworld’ slove of money? Areyour goalsthe goals of theworld
— power, success, fame, and riches?

The brother of Jesus expressed the matter in very pointed
language. He said, “Do you not know that friendship with the
world is hostility toward God? Therefore, whoever wishesto be
afriend of the world makes himself an enemy of God” (James
4:4).

Areyou afriend of the world? Are you comfortable with
what the world has to offer in music, movies, television pro-
grams and best selling books? Friendship with the world is
hostility toward God!

In fact, James puts it even stronger than that, for at the
beginning of the passage | previously quoted (James 4:4), he
says that those who are friendly with the world are spiritual
adulterers.

The apostle John makes the same point just as strongly in 1
John 2:15-16:

Do not love the world, nor the things in the
world. If anyonelovestheworld, thelove of the
Father isnot in him. For all that isin the world,
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father,
but is from the world.

There is no way to escape the sobering reality of these
words. Do you lovethe world? If so, the love of the Father isnot
inyou!

The Focus of Your Mind

Paul tells us how to guard against becoming comfortable
with theworld. In Colossians 3:2 he says, “ Set your mind on the
things above, not on the things that are on earth.” In Philippians
4.8 he expresses the same admonition in these words:

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever islovely, whatever is of good repute,
if thereisany excellence and if anything worthy
of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.

because we ar e passing through on our way to our ultimate ~ Our citizenship is in heaven” (Philip-
heavenly home.

pians 3:19-20).

The great Christian writer, C. S. Lewis, explained that to
live with an eternal perspective means “living as commandos
operating behind the enemy lines, preparing the way for the
coming of the Commander-in-Chief.”®

A Biblical Example

There is a powerful biblical example of what can happen
when abeliever gets his eyes off the Lord and startsfocusing on
transient things rather than eternal matters. It is found in Psalm
73.

All studentsof the Biblearefamiliar with Psalm 51 inwhich
David confessed his sin of adultery with Bathsheba. But few
seem to be aware of Psalm 73 which contains the confession of
David’s worship leader, Asaph.

In this remarkable psalm, Asaph confesses that he almost
lost his faith when he lost his eternal perspective. It happened
when he did something that all of ustend to do fromtimeto time
—namely, hetook his eyes off the Lord and put them instead on
the wicked. When he did so, he noticed the prosperity of the
wicked and began to wonder if his devotion to God was really
worth the effort (Psalm 73:1-3).

Has that ever happened to you? Surely it has. | think it has
happened to all of us from time to time.

Struggling with the Prosperity of the Wicked

It's the end of the month, and the hills are due. You're
sitting at your desk writing check after check. Suddenly, you
reach that minimum balance you must maintain in order to pay
the daily bills of the new month — food, gasoline, clothing,
repairs, etc. But you still have astack of billsto pay! Yousighin
exasperation, wondering when you will ever be able to catch up
with what you owe.

Asyou sit there staring dejectedly at your meager balance,
you begin to think about afriend of yours at work. Heisavain
and profane man, with a mouth like a sewer. He could care less
about God. He is unfaithful to hiswife. Heignores his children.
He is consumed with sports and gambles constantly. Yet, he
never seems to have a worry. He lives in a beautiful house,
drives afancy car, and eats at the finest restaurants.

Y our heart beginsto fill with envy and anger. You feel like
crying out, “Lord, | serve You faithfully, and all | ever seem to
get in return is trouble. My colleague at work is a complete
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reprobate, and he doesn’t seem to
have aworry in the world! What's
wrong? Am | spinning my wheels
with You? Is my tithe a waste of
my money? Ismy faithfulness of no
concernto You? Theway thingsare
going, | might as well serve the
devil and get some enjoyment out
of lifel”

Sound familiar? Well, this is
exactly what happened to Asaph.
He lost his eternal perspective, got
his eyes on the wicked, and started
wallowing in self-pity (Psalm 73:2-
3).

Asaph’s Sin

It's amazing how irrational we
become when we allow self-pity to
take over our thinking. When it
happened to Asaph, he started fan-
tasizing about the rich. He began to
tell himself that they are “aways at ease,” alwaysincreasing in
wealth, never facing the problems of other people (Psalm 73:4-
5,12). All of which, of course, is utter nonsense. In fact, the
opposite istrue. The rich often tend to have far more problems
than other people. For one thing, they must constantly be
concerned about their money — how to protect it and multiply
it.

It was while Asaph was caught up in this fantasy world that
he committed a grievous sin against God. He blasphemed the
love and faithfulness of God by exclaiming: “Surely in vain |
have kept my heart pure and washed my hands in innocence; for
| have been stricken all day long and chastened every morning”
(Psalm 73:13-14).

Asaph’s Turning Point

Asaphwasliterally onthevergeof losing hisfaith. Hisspirit
was in turmoil. He was wrestling with monstrous doubt. The
wrestling match continued until . . . “Until | came into the
sanctuary of God; then | perceived their end [the end of the
wicked]” (Psalm 73:17).

Asaph is maddeningly vague at this point. He does not tell
us what happened to him when he went to the Lord's house,
except that his eternal perspective was restored. Was it a song
that touched his heart? Could it have been a scripture reading or
a sermon? Perhaps it was a word of encouragement from a
discerning friend. It might even have been adeath in hisfamily.
We just don’t know. All we know for sure is that something
touched his heart and reminded him of the eternal destiny of the
wicked.

He states that he was reminded that the wicked walk in
“slippery places’ and that God may cause them to be cast down
at any moment, being swept away by “sudden terror” (Psalm
73:18-19). In other words, Asaph was reminded that lifeisvery
tentative — here one moment and gone the next.

The Impact of Death

| think thisisthe reason that the death of Princess Dianahad
such an enormous impact on the world. Here was awoman who

An artist’srendition of Asaph leading in wor ship on the
occasion of the laying of the cor ner stone of the Temple.

had it all — everything the world
dreams of having. She had beauty,
charm, wealth, fame, and influence.
Shehad the“good life.” Yet, inone
terrifying moment, it all
disappeared. She was reduced to
equality with all of us — a mortal
person gone to meet her Creator.

It was a sobering event. It
drove home the transitory nature of
life. I’'msureit caused many people
to pause and think about eternity for
thefirst timein their lives.

The Bible says that most peo-
pleliveinlife-long fear of death. In
fact, the Bible putsit even stronger
than that. It says that most people
livein“slavery” tothefear of death
(Hebrews 2:15). Thisis the reason
that a death in the family, or the
death of afriend or a celebrity, al-
ways has such an impact. It reminds us of our mortality, and it
triggers our eternal perspective.

Asaph’sFaith Restored

| think it is interesting to note that once Asaph’s eternal
perspective was restored, he looked back on his combat with
doubt and marveled over how stupid he had been. He concluded
that he was as* senseless and ignorant” as abeast (Psalm 73:21-
22).

Asaph wrapped up his psalm by praising the Lord for His
faithfulnessin words reminiscent of Paul when he wrote, “If we
are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself”
(2 Timothy 2:13).

Asaph expressed hisrestored prioritiesin memorablewords
(Psalm 73:25-28):

Whom have | in heaven but Y ou?

And besides You, | desire nothing on earth.

My flesh and my heart fail,

But God is the strength of my heart and my portion
forever.

For, behold, those who are far from Y ou will perish;

Y ou have destroyed all those who are unfaithful to Y ou.

But as me, the nearness of God is my good,;

| have made the Lord God my refuge,

That | may tell of al Y our works.

The solution to Asaph’s spiritual agony was the restoration
of his eterna perspective. He was reminded that this life is
fleeting, and a day of judgment is coming. He realized that he
may never seejusticeinthislife, but oneday justicewill prevail.
He realized that he had been called to live by faith and not by
sight.

Another Test of Attitude

Let me giveyou onelast test for determining whether or not
youarelivingwith an eternal perspective: How do you feel about
theLord' sreturn? Thisisan acid test that will determinewhether
you arein love with the world or the Lord.

page 6 The Lamplighter
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The attitude of the person who isin love with the world can
best be expressed in these words: “| want the Lord to return, but
..." Thereisawaysa“but.”

e “| want the Lord to return, but | want Him to come after
| have made amillion dollars.”

e “| want the Lord to come, but | want Him to come after
I’ve written a great novel.”

e “| want the Lord to come, but | want Him to come after
I’ve made the cover of Time.”

e “| want the Lord to come, but | want Him to come after
I've built agreat church.”

e “| want the Lord to come, but | want Him to come after
I’'m 85 years old and have experienced al that life
has to offer.”

What these people are redly saying is, “I want Jesus to
come, but | don’t want Him messing up my life!” They arein
love with the world.

Y ou see, when you are in love with someone, you want to
be with them. That's afact of life. Watch people who have just
fallen in love. They want to be with each other al the time.
When they are apart, they are constantly on the phone talking
about when they will be together again!

The same is true of the Lord. If you truly love Jesus, you
will want to bewith Him. Y ou will talk with Himin prayer. Y ou
will fellowship with Himin His Word and in worship. But these
forms of communication will never satisfy your longing to bein
His presence, to have personal, intimate fellowship with Him,
faceto face.

Y ou will belike Paul, willing to stay on in thisworld serv-
ing the Lord, but yearning for the day when you will be united
with Him, either through death or His return (2 Corinthians 5:8
and Philippians 1:23-24).

A Practical Suggestion

| suggest that the next time you let your eternal perspective
dlip, remember Psalm 73 and read it. When you finish, reverse
the numbers and go to Psalm 37. There you will find a powerful
summary of what Asaph learned. It is a psalm of Asaph’s
mentor, King David.

David says, “Do not fret because of evildoers. . . for they
will wither quickly like the grass and fade like the green herb”
(verses 1-2). Hetells us what to do instead: “Trust in the Lord,
and dogood . . . delight yourself inthe Lord” (verses 3-4). Over
and over again hewarns us not to fret over evildoers, for he says
the day will come when they will be “cut off” (verse 9). In
contrast, “thosewhowait upontheLord” shall “inherit the earth”
(verse 9).

What is Your Attitude?

Areyou focused on thisworld? Areyou attached to it, or do
you have a sense of the fact that you are only passing through,
heading for an eternal home?

Thislifeistransitory. Thislifeisonly apreludeto eternity.
The song writer, Tillit S. Teddlie put it all in perspective when
he wrote:®

Earth holds no treasures
But perish with using,
However precious they be;

Y et there’ s a country
To which | am going:
Heaven holds al to me.

Why should | long

For the world with its sorrows,
When in that home o’ er the sea,
Millions are singing

The wonderful story?

Heaven holds all to me.

Heaven holds al to me,
Brighter its glory will be;
Joy without measure
Will be my treasure:
Heaven holds al to me.

There is amore contemporary song that sums up the whole
essence of what it meansto live with an eternal perspective:’

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,

Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth

Will grow strangely dim

In thelight of His glory and grace.

. A number of years ago | was
®  given the blessing of meeting a
| great man of God named Leonard
Ravenhill, a prophetic preacher
| from England. After our meeting,
| we corresponded briefly. Right
| before he died, in the last |etter he
sent me, he enclosed a small card
containing a brief, one sentence
message. He urged meto memorize
the message and live it daily.

That was July of 1988. | till
have the card. It is worn and tat-
tered because | have madeit apoint
to keep it in my shirt pocket at all
times. The message printed on it is simple but profound: “Lord,
keep me eternity conscious.” ==

Leonardl RaviII

Notes:

1) Roy Jenkins, Gladstone: A Biography (New York, New York: Random
House, 1997), 768 pages.

2) Therearemany versionsof thisconversation that circulate on the Internet, all
making the same point. The version reproduced hereisacomposite prepared
by the author.

3) Eugene H. Peterson, The Message (Colorado Springs, Colorado: Navpress,
2002), p. 572.

4) Albert Brumley, “This World is Not My Home (I'm Just A Passing Thru),”
a Negro spiritual of unknown origin arranged by Albert E. Brumley.
Arrangement © by Albert E. Brumley.

5) The author was unable to locate the precise source of this quotation that is
atributed to C. S. Lewis. Lewis refers severa times to “living on enemy
territory” in hisclassic, Mere Christianity, (New Y ork, New Y ork: MacMil-
lan Publishing Co., 1960), p. 51.

6) Tillit S. Teddlie, “Heaven Holds All for Me,” public domain.

7) HelenH. Lemmel, “Turn Y our Eyes Upon Jesus,” © 1922, renewed 1950 by
Singspiration, Inc.

Thisarticleisabbreviated from achapter contained in Dr. Reagan’ sbook, Living
for Christ in the End Times.
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Dennis Pollock

(Editor’s note: Dennis Pollock is a
former evangelist for Lamb & Lion
Ministries. He currently heads up
his own ministry called Spirit of
Grace. Itisan evangelistic ministry
that focuses on proclaiming the
Gospel in Africa. You can find his
website at www.sogmin.org.)

n the New Testament there are

three lists given, which tell us
plainly who will not makeit to Hea-
ven. Oneisfound in First Corinthi-
ans6, and the other two arelistedin
the last two chapters of the book of
Revelation. | call these the “exclusionary promises.” We often
talk about claiming the promises of God, but these are not
promises any sane person would ever want to claim. Claim them
or not, however, these promiseswill befulfilledinthelivesof al
who fit the qualifications.

Dennis Pollock

Someone once said that when we get to Heaven therewill be
three surprises: who will bethere that we thought wouldn’t make
it, who will be missing that we were certain would surely be
there, and the fact that we are there. The three lists we are going
to take alook at clearly identify some of those whom you will
never seewalking the golden streetsor drinking thewater of life.

TheThreelLists

Thefirst list isfound in Paul’ s first epistle to the Corinthi-
ans. He writes:

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be de-
ceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor swindlerswill inherit thekingdom
of God. (1 Corinthians 6:9,10)

The second listing, found in Revelation 21, declares:

But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable,
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idola-
ters, and all liars shall have their part in the
lake which burns with fire and brimstone,
which isthe second death. (Revelation 21:8)

And the third and final list is found in the next chapter, the
final chapter of the Bible, where we read:

Blessed arethose who do His commandments,
that they may have the right to the tree of life,
and may enter through the gates into the city.
But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexu-

The Exclusionary
Promises of God

aly immoral and murderersand idolaters, and
whoever lovesand practicesalie. (Revelation
22:14,15)

All three passages are saying essentially the same thing:
people who practice certain wicked behaviors will not go to
Heaven. The First Corinthian passage says they will not inherit
the kingdom of God; the Revelation 21 passage says they will
“have their part” in the lake of fire; and the Revelation 22
passage saysthat they will not be allowed into the holy city, New
Jerusalem. In short you might sum up what these verses are
saying with this idea: don’t expect to find wicked people in
Heaven.

Now that hardly seemsrevolutionary, but it doeselicit afew
guestions. An immediate thought that will occur to someis that
it seems kind of surprising to see these lists, given so much
emphasisinthe New Testament on grace. If we are not saved by
what we do, why should anyone be punished for what they do?
And what about the idea of “believe on Jesus and be saved?’ If
these peoplebelieve on Jesus, why shouldn’t they be saved, even
if they do practice these behaviors? If grace really means grace
and if believe redly means believe, why should it matter what
we do? Aren't we al just “sinners saved by grace?’

Don’t Be Deceived!

http://chuckv.co.za

Wefind thereasonfor theselistsclearly declaredinthe First
Corinthians passage, which says, “Do you not know?’ and “Do
not be deceived . . .” Paul starts out with, “Do you not know that
the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?’ He seems
to beimplying that they should know this, but in fact they do not
know it. He follows this with, “Do not be deceived...” Here we
havethe reason the Holy Spirit inspired Paul and John to include
these lists in the holy Scriptures: It is easy for many to assume
that since salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus, it doesn’t
really matter how we live, aslong as we believe. Paul’ s words,
“Do not bedeceived,” and thesethreelists serveasaflashing red

page 8 The Lamplighter

March - April 2013



light to those trusting in a mental belief which has never trans-
formed their lives.

By listing specific sins, the Bible grabs the attention of the
readers, and forces them to recognize their perilous situation.
HadtheBiblemerely said, “Bad, nasty, wicked peoplewill never
makeit to Heaven,” no onewould have ever considered that this
referred to them. But when a promiscuous man or an acohoalic,
or ahomosexual or aswindler readsthis, he knowsinstantly that
thisis pointing straight at him.

Itisinteresting that theFirst Corinthianslist, describing peo-
ple who will not inherit the kingdom of God was written by the
apostle Paul, the foremost expositor of the grace of Jesus. Some
have decided that salvation by grace meansthat it hardly matters
how you live. Jesus accepts usone and all, aslong aswe believe
in Him.

But grace does not mean a free
pass to sin as you like. Salvation is
not a matter of receiving a Jesus
shield to hold above your head while
you fornicate, steal from your com-
pany, and cheat on your taxes, so that
God only sees Jesus and isn't even
aware of your wicked, ungodly lifestyle. In Romans Paul writes,
“For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under
law but under grace” (Romans 6:14).

Grace does not free usto sin; grace gives us power over sin!
To Timothy Paul writes, “Let everyone who names the name of
Christ depart frominiquity” (2 Timothy 2:19). Certainly thereis
forgiveness when we dlip, but forgiveness is not a license to
continually trample upon the blood of Jesus.

Observations from the Exclusionary Lists

Aswe review the three lists of people that you will not see
in Heaven one type of sin stands out as particularly prominent.
Itisthesin of sexual immorality. In First Corinthians Paul’ sfirst
five categories of sinnersinclude: fornicators, idolaters, adulter-
ers, homosexuals, and sodomites. He goes on to list others, but
itissignificant that four out of thefirst five sinslisted are sexual
sins. God could hardly have said it any more plainly. Having sex
outside of marriage isabig deal to Him; it will keep you out of
Heaven.

Some years ago | had a man come to me and ask me to
mentor him in the things of God. He was a likeable guy, but it
soon became clear that he was something like Reuben of the Old
Testament: as unstable as water. We got together from time to

time, and then he dropped out of sight and | didn’t see him for a
while. When | finally saw him again | was eager to find out how
he was doing spiritually. He was in abackslidden condition, but
he wanted meto not think too badly of him, and hetold me, “I'm
really not doing anything too wrong. .. except that when | go out
with women on dates | usually sleep with them.” | gave him
Paul’ swords and told him the Bible declaresthat fornicatorswill
not inherit the kingdom of God - that what he was doing was no
small thing.

When you placethethree exclusionary listsside by sideyou
discover that sexual immorality isfoundin al threelists. Some
haveworried that sincethey havedlippedinto thesin of adultery,
or had sex with several partnersbefore marriage, thereisnohope
for themto livewith God in eternity. Thisis most definitely not
what the Scriptureis saying. These passages are not referring to
people who fall under temptation, and then repent and are
restored to the path of righteousness, or those who sinned sex-
ually before coming to Christ, but rather to those who regularly,
consistently, and flagrantly livein these sinswithout repentance.

A hunter is one who hunts regularly. A fisherman is one
who fishesregularly. He doesit today, plansto do it tomorrow,
and has no thoughts at all about ever stopping. Likewise the
fornicators, adulterers, homosexuals, swindlers, and drunkards
in these three lists are people who practice these sins regularly,
frequently, without feelings of guilt, and with no intention of
ever giving up their sins.

Idol Worship

Another sin which makesall threelistsisthe sin of idolatry.
In the days of the New Testament idolatry was common and it
wasliteral. Therewereliteral idolsaround in those daysthat men
and women worshiped, idols made of stone and wood.

Today that typeof idolatry isalmost non-existent, especially
in the western nations, but spiritual idolatry is as rampant as
ever. Modern idolatry exists when your major life obsession is
with anything other than God.

God is very serious about this. He demands that He be our
supremeloveand receive our foremost allegiance. Christiansare
permitted hobbies, but they are allowed only onetrue passion —
and that must be our triune God: the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit.

Our Lord has declared that the first and greatest of all the
commandments of God is: “you shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart, with al your soul, with al your mind, and
with all your strength” (Mark 12:30). Those who refuseto do so
will never see that holy city whose streets are made of gold and
where pain and sorrow, tears and death are not allowed.

March - April 2013

The Lamplighter page9



No LiarsAllowed

http://health.usnews.com

Onesurprisewefind isthat lying makes both of the Revela-
tion lists. In fact the Scriptures seem to put an extra emphasis
upon this sin. In Revelation 21 we are told that “all liars shall
have their part in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone.”
And in Revelation 22 it says that “whoever loves and practices
alie” will not enter the holy city . . .”

| was always very careful to emphasize to my children that
Christians do not lie and that the Bible tells usthat liars will not
goto Heaven. One of the funniest and most unforgettable scenes
from my child-raising days was when my youngest son con-
fronted his brother over what he supposed was alie. The little
guy was furious with his older brother over this, and shouted at
thetop of hislungs, “Liarsgoto Hell, liarsgo to Hell!” Hisspirit
may not have been exactly right, but his theology was right on.
Revelation tells us that hell is exactly where all liars will go.

No Drunkar ds (Alcohalics)

http://e-watchman.com

Onesinthat makesthe First Corinthianslist runscontrary to
our modern thinking about addictions. Paul declares that
drunkardswill not inherit the kingdom of God. M odern psychol-
ogy istelling us that alcoholism is a disease and has nothing to
do with one's morality. If you drink like afishit is because you
haveal coholism disease, or perhapsan al coholic genethat makes
you do what you do.

But God tells us that being a drunk is not a disease; itisa
sin. The word of God does not say that people with cancer or
heart disease, or smallpox, or cholera, or malariawill not make
it to Heaven, but it does tell us that drunkards, people who
frequently and consistently get drunk, will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

Forgiven

We find some wonderful words of encouragement in the
First Corinthians exclusionary list. After Paul finishes declaring
that fornicators, adulterers, homosexuals, swindlers, and drunk-
ards will not inherit God's kingdom, he adds this postscript:
“And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11).

The Corinthian believers had (past tense) been drunkards,
fornicators, and idolaters, but now all that was changed. Jesus
Christ had come into their lives, forgiven their sins, and lifted
them out of their pit of sin. They were now children of God,
justifiedinthe sight of God through Christ’ s blood, and with just
as much a hope of Heaven as those who had never indulged in
those thingsin their lives.

Suchisthe power of thecross, blood, and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus. Or as Paul put it: “Therefore, having been justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Romans 5:1). ==

Howtoliveln Bo.. o onist

a Pagan Society in the
End Times

r. Reagan wrote this book in

the year 2000. He wanted to
identify the two greatest challenges §
facing Christians as we began a
new century. And he wanted to
outline in detail some ways that
Christians could respond to those
challenges.

The two challenges were the
decay of society and growing apos-
tasy in the Church. Both of these
trends have continued full speed ahead since the book was
written.

Today, 12 years later, we are living in the midst of a tho-
roughly pagan society, and the witness of the Church has been
destroyed by dismissal of the authority of the Scriptures and
friendship with the world.

Dr. Reagan’s prescription for how to live in the midst of
such paganismin both the Church and society isfoundin aseries
of challenging chapters:

1) Standing on the Word of God
2) Beélieving in the Power of God
3) Relying on the Holy Spirit
4) Practicing Tough Faith
5) Ordering Your Priorities
6) Keeping an Eternal Perspective
7) Standing for Righteousness
8) Persisting in Prayer
9) Surrendering in Worship

10) Clinging to Hope

Thebook runs 263 pagesin length and sellsfor $15, plusthe cost
of mailing. <=

page 10 The Lamplighter

March - April 2013



APOSTASY
Goneto Seed!

Dr. David R. Reagan

ou will have to see it to believe it, and you can see it at
www.queenjamesbible.com.

What I'm talking about is a new
“Gay Bible” that was published in De-
cember 2012. The very people who put
this abomination together have dubbed
it The Queen James Bible!

The name they have given it is
based on two things. First, thetext of the
bible is the King James Version as it
existed in 1769 (why that date is never
explained). Second, they arguethat King
Jameswas ahisexual who had many gay
lovers — hence, the Queen James Ver-
sion.

Thisperverted “bible” isnot anew tranglation, nor isit even
anew paraphrase. Again, itisthe King JamesVersion. The only
thing different about it is that those who published it simply
rewrote the 8 versesin the Old and New Testaments that speci-
fically condemn homosexual behavior.

The“bible” featuresarainbow colored crosson the cover —
the colors that have been adopted as the symbol of the LGBT
Movement (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender). The paper-
back edition sells on Amazon.com for $34.95.

Clothed in Mystery

The background of the “bible’ is mysterious. No publisher
is identified, nor are any editors mentioned by name. On its
Amazon purchase page, the author is listed as God, and Jesus
Christ is named as a“contributor.” (What blasphemy!)

The mystery continues with the press release in December
that announced the new “bible.” It was signed by “Reverend J.
Pearson of the Holy Innocents Episcopal Church in San Fran-
cisco.” Internet searches produce no information about such a
person, and the website of the church does not list such aperson
on its staff.
A Mideading Claim

The pressrel ease emphasi zes that homosexuality was never
mentioned in any English language Bible prior to the 1946
Revised Standard Version. It is true that the word, homosexual,
was not contained in any English Bible prior to 1946, but that
was because the first known use of the word in the English
language did not occur until 1892.*

The important thing is not what the English Bible says, but
what the Hebrew and Greek texts have to say. And in both the
Old and New Testaments, homosexuality isclearly mentionedin
the original languages in graphic detail and is condemned. Take
Leviticus 18:22 for example: “Thou shalt not lie with mankind,
as with womankind: it is an abomination” (KJV).

Inthe New Testament, in 1 Corinthians 6:9, alist of sinners

is presented who “shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” In-
cluded in this list are the “effeminate” and “abusers of them-
selves with mankind” (KJV). The latter phrase is translated as
“homosexuals’ in most modern tranglations (NKJV, NLT, NIV,
ESV and NASV). The use of the term, homosexual, is entirely
appropriate, for the Greek term used is arsenokoites, which,
according to Thayer’s Greek Lexicon means “one who lieswith
amale as afemale.”?

The Greek word isacompound one
made up of two terms: arsenos, which
means male, and koitain, which means
deep with and have sexua relations
with. Asoneexpert hasput it, theliteral,
if not wooden, trandation of the term
would be “male bedders.”®

Incredibly, the editor’s notesin the
“bible” say that they originally just con-
sidered deleting the 8 offending verses
from the Bible! They decided against
that approach because it “brushes the
problem under the rug.”* Also, they felt
that people would throw Revelation
22:18-19 at them which warns against editing the Bible— even
though they claim that warning applies only to the book of
Revelation. So, they decided to |eavethe versesin, but to rewrite
them. Asthey put it, “Wewanted our Bible bullet-proof from the
ones shooting bullets.”®

Imaginative Editing

The*“editing” they proceeded to do wasright out of Alicein
Wonderland. Declaring Leviticus 18:22 to be a “horribly out-
dated” moral code, they rewrote it to read: “Thou shalt not lie
with mankind as with womankind in the temple of Molech: it is
an abomination.”® The words, “in the temple of Molech,” were
simply made up and inserted in an effort to argue that the verse
is talking about sex with male prostitutes in pagan temples.

The Genesis 19 story concerning thehomosexual sof Sodom
and Gomorrah who demanded to have sex with the men visiting
Lot is converted into a story about “bullying strangers’ and
raping them.2 And the New Testament reference to the story in
Jude 1:7 is rewritten to condemn sex with angels!®

Romans 1:26-27, which clearly condemns both leshian and
gay sex is written off as “obtuse language.”*® These verses are
then reinterpreted to refer to woman defiling themselves, aswith
“pagan dancing” and the men “worshiping pagan idols.”**

Finally, in 1 Timothy 1:9-10 thereisalist of unlawful acts.
In modern English trandations, verse 10 refersto “immoral men
and homosexuas’ (NASV). The King James refers to “whore-
mongers’ and those who “ defile themselveswith mankind.” The
editors of the Gay Bible changed the verse by dropping the
words, “with mankind.”*2

Concluding Thoughts

The press rel ease announcing the publication of the “ bible”
concluded with these words: “Y ou can’t choose your sexuality,
but you can choose Jesus. Now you can choose a Bible too.” 3

Y es, people are free to choose the Jesus of their choice. But
it is only the true Jesus who saves, not the false Jesus of the
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Mormons or the Jehovah's Witnesses or the editors of the Gay
Bible who have selected a gay-friendly Jesuswho winks at their
sin.

“But Jesus never specifically condemned gay sex,” they
always claim. He didn’t have to because in His teaching about
sex, Hemade it clear that all sex outside amarriage relationship
between aman and awomanisimmoral and sinful (Matthew 19:
4-5).

The editors of the Gay Bible have done exactly what the
editors of the Jehovah's Witnesses Bible did in 1961 when they
published their New World Trandation. They rewrote all the
verses they disagreed with.

What will be next? The Adulterer’ sBible? The Fornicator’s
Bible? Why not go all theway and just cut out all the versesthat
refer to sin?

But realize this, that in the last days difficult times
will come. For menwill beloversof self . . . unholy

. haters of good . . . lovers of pleasure rather
than loversof God . . .” 2 Timothy 3:1-4 ==

Notes:
1) Merriam-Webster Dictionary, www.m-w.com.

2) “New Testament Greek Lexicon — King James Version,”
www.biblestudytool s.com/lexicong/greek/kjv.

3) William Muehlenberg, “ Review of the Queen JamesBible,”
WWW.amazon.com.

4) “Editor’s Notes to the Queen James Bible,” http://queen
jameshible.com/gay-bible, page 2.

5) Ibid.
6) Ibid., pages 2 and 4.
7) Ibid., pages 5-6.
8) Ibid., page 3.
9) Ibid., pages 11-12.
10) Ibid., page 6.
11) Ibid., pages 7-8.
12) Ibid., page 11.
13) “A Gay Bible,” http://queenjameshible.com, page 2.

New Spanish Version
of Wrath & Glory

—— -—

LA REVELACION DEL \'l‘\ll'sHIﬂ\HIIiE;L) DEL \!‘1“ \LIPSIS
‘ :

IRA Y GLORIA

DR. DAVID R. REAGAN

Dr. Reagan’s survey of the book of Revelation has just been
published in a Spanish edition. It has been a long and
tedious project, but the finished product is outstanding.

The tranglation was done by one of Christendom’s finest
Spanishtrandators, Dr. Andrés Carrodeguasof Hialeah, Florida
The funds for the trandation and printing were supplied by
Prophecy Partner Joe Wright of Clermont, Florida, the former
pastor of Central Christian Church in Wichita, Kansas.

We have alimited quantity of the printed edition. Thisisa
missions outreach project, so we are making the printed copies
available for only $5 each plus the cost of shipping. We can
supply free copies (for the cost of shipping) to Spanish minis-
tries.

Wearegoing to makethe book availablefor free downloads
as an e-book or a pdf file. Donald Dolmus in Nicaragua will
make these electronic editions of the book available on his
website at www.endefensadel afe.org.

If you are familiar with a Spanish ministry, let them know
about the availability of this new book. ==
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School Shootings

Dr. David R. Reagan

fter the recent school shooting tragedy in Connecticut, |

noticed that the TV news programsfocused oninterviewing
psychologistsand psychiatristsasthey sought an explanation for
the senseless rampage. And most of what | heard in response to
their questions was what | would call “psychobabble.”

But their questions got meto thinking. It occurred to methat
during the time | wasin the public school system, from the first
grade in 1945 to my senior year in high school in 1956, there
were no such massacres. And that caused me to wonder, “What
has changed?’

The Reinterpretation of the First Amendment

The first thing that came to mind was the way in which our
legal system has distorted the First Amendment of our Constitu-
tion from stating there must be a separation of church and state
to meaning there must be separation of religion and state. It is
true that the words, “ separation of church and state,” do not ap-
pear inthe First Amendment, but that was clearly the meaning of
the statement:

Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof . . .

In short, the First Amendment prohibited the government
fromestablishing an official state church, whileit guaranteed the
free exercise of religion. Nothing more. But since the 1960's
secular judges have changed the interpretation of the First
Amendment to mean that the state must be divorced from
religion.

That was never the intention of our Founding Fathers. In
fact, they emphasized in their writingsthat arepresentative form
of government could continueto exist only if it were based upon
religiousmorality. Consider thefollowing statementsby our first
two presidents.

George Washington (1732-1799) —

Of al the dispositions and habits which lead
to political prosperity, religion and morality
are indispensable supports. . . in vain would
that man claim the tribute of patriotism who
should labor to subvert these great pillars of
human happiness, these firmest props of the
duties of men and citizens. . .!

John Adams (1735-1826) —

We have no government armed in power
capable of contending with human passions
unbridled by morality and religion . . . Our
Constitution was made only for a moral and
religiouspeople. Itiswholly inadequateto the
government of any other.?

In 1962 the Supreme Court ruled prayer in the public
schools to be unconstitutional, and the assault began to remove
all vestiges of religion from the public arena. The next year, the
Court advanced itssecular agendaby ruling that Biblereadingin

PORT >

MASSACRE IN COLORADO
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PORTRAITS OF THE KILLERS
THE SGIENGE OF TEEN VIOLENCE
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schools and other school-sponsored religious activities is also
prohibited. The movement climaxed in 1980 when the Supreme
Court ruled that a Kentucky statute requiring the posting of a
copy of the Ten Commandments on the wall of each public
classroom in the State, was unconstitutional. Overnight, the
Court forced our schools to throw out the foundation of Ameri-
can law and morality! Incredibly, the Court justified itsdecision
with these words:

Huduents flee Columbing High School after the sttack

If the posted copies of the Ten Command-
mentsareto have any effect at all, it will beto
induce the schoolchildren to read, meditate
upon, perhapsto venerate and obey, the Com-
mandments. However desirable this might be
as a matter of private devotion, it is not a
permissible state objective under the Estab-
lishment Clause of the Constitution.?

Read those words again. The Court is saying that the Ten
Commandments cannot be posted in our schools because the
children might be motivated to obey them! So we would prefer
to have our children kill each other as opposed to having them
livein acivilized manner?

To sum it up, in very short order we kicked God out of our
schools and declared His basic law to beillegal. The result has
been avery quick and total transformation of our public school
system.

Only a person my age (74) can realize how drastic the
transformation of our schoolshasbeen. For example, when | was
in the public schools, we prayed daily and read a devotional
passage from the Bible. We had Christmas plays and Easter
pageants. Our English readers were filled with stories from the
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Bible that were used to teach amoral lesson.

In 1956, when | graduated from high school, there would be
100 or more pickup trucks parked in the school parking lot each
day. Almost every one of those trucks had a gun rack, and most
held a 22 rifle, a shotgun, and a deer rifle. Many had pistolsin
the glove compartments.

Yet, no onelived in fear of their lives. The idea that some-
one might shoot up the school was unthinkable. We were civi-
lized people who had been imbued with Christian mordality.

The Closing of the Evolution Debate

The second change factor | would point to is the purging of
our schools of any consideration of alternatives to Evolution.

When the 20th Cen-
tury began, theteaching of
Evolution was not a part
of any standard curricu-
lum in our public schools.
But that was not to last
long. The turning point
came in 1925 with the
ScopesTria in Tennessee.
It became a media circus,
and it propelled the issue
onto the national scene.

At first, the Evolu-
tionists ssimply demanded
“equal time” with any pre-
sentation of specia cre-
ation as the answer to the
origin of the universe and life. But as the years passed, they
began to argue that Evolution was the only scientifically valid
version of origins, and that al other versions should be banned.

mnmmmﬂm- umn}ms :

The Supreme Court began to endorse this exclusionary
thinking in a series of opinions leading up to a case in 1987 in
which it outlawed the teaching of Creationism as an alternative
to Evolution.

Today, the teaching of origins is a matter of Evolutionary
propaganda and not true education where all theories are
examined.

In the words of the book of Romans, our society has “ sup-
pressed the truth in unrighteousness,” for we have “exchanged
the truth of God for alie.” (Romans 1:18,25). We are teaching
our children that they are nothing more than an animal that has
evolved from scum and that they should worship the creation
rather than the Creator.

Why, therefore, should we be surprised when they conduct
themselves like animals? Why should we be shocked when they
shoot each other over a pair of tennis shoes?

The Transformation of the Entertainment Industry

The third thing | would point to that has changed since my
public school daysis the nature of American entertainment.

In 1939, The epic movie, Gone With The Wind, ran into
trouble with the censors because it ended with Clark Gable
saying, “Frankly, my dear, | don’t give a damn.” One month
beforethefilm’ s schedul ed release, the Motion Picture Associa-

tion had to amend the code it had adopted in 1930 to allow the
use of the word, damn.®

TheMotion Picture Codelasted until the cultural revolution
of the 1960’s. First it was radically amended to give producers
much more freedom, and then it was replaced by the film rating
systemwhich basically alowsafilmto contain anything, aslong
as it is rated properly.® This change opened the flood gates of
filth, and we began to export the filth al over the world, be-
coming the moral polluter of planet earth.

Likewise, when tele-
vision began to spread
nationwide in the 1950's
(I saw my first TV setin
1952) there were strict
codes of conduct for the
producers of television
programs. Over the years
since that time, those
codes have eroded to the
point that almost anything
isalowed on TV today.

The contrast is stun-
ning. When | wasgrowing
up, we watched whole-
some programs like “The
Life of Riley,” “I Love
Lucy,” and “Father Knows Best.” All these programs taught
basic Judeo-Christian moral values.

Today the channels are flooded with morally depraved
reality shows like “The Bachelorette,” with sex-laden situation
comedies like “Two and a Half Men,” with demented dramatic
series like “Revenge,” with brutally lurid shows like “ Criminal
Minds,” and with programs that are constantly pushing the
homosexual agenda.

bl

The Nelsons The Osbournes

Perhapsthe best way to illustrate the stark contrast between
the early years of TV and today is to compare two programs
about families, the Nelson Family (Ozzie & Harriet) which
blessed American TV from 1952 to 1966 and the Osbourne
Family (Ozzy & Sharon) which polluted the airways from 2002
to 2005. One featured a family (the Nelsons) who were loving
and supportive of each other. The other (the Osbournes) focused
on atotally dysfunctional family led by aman-childwholivedin
adrug haze while the rest of the members of the family were at
each other’ sthroats, constantly fighting and cursing. The Nelson
family showcased moral values. The Osbournes never heard of
morality.

And then thereisthe music industry with its hard rock beats
designed to appeal to theflesh and rap music that glorifiescrime.
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The Computer Revolution

A fourth major change in my lifetime has been the revolu-
tion in society that the computer has produced.

Thefirst desktop computershit themarket inthelate 1970's.
At first they were used primarily for tasks like word processing
and accounting. But by the mid-1980’s most of the software
being sold consisted of computer games which rapidly began to
focus on violence and the occult.

Also, inthemid-1990’ sthe Internet was made accessiblefor
public use, making pornography easily availableto people of all
agesin the privacy of their homes.

My wife was a first
gradeteacher for 30 years.
I vividly remember her
coming home one day
very agitated. When |
asked what was wrong,
she explained that she and
her class had been ex-
posed to pornography dur-
ing their computer lab
time! She said each child
had selected an animal to
write an essay about.
When the children got
seated at their computers,
she asked them to typethe
name of their animal into
a search engine. One boy
had sel ected the cheetah as his animal. When he typed that word
in, the first thing that popped up was a photo of a nude dancer
whose stage name was Cheetah. It was just that easy for a6 year
old boy to be introduced to the lurid world of porn.

The Evolution of the Church

Thelast changefactor that | think hasbeen crucial relatesto
the Church.

When | was akid, the Church was a central part of my life
and thelivesof thekids| played with. My family went to church
on Sunday morning, Sunday evening, Wednesday evening, and
to %\/eral (30Spd meet_ FAREED ZAKARLA, SHARON BEGLEY, NEWT GINGRICH & THOMAS FRIEDMAN
ings each year. Addition- :
apcervd Newsweek
School and Vacation Bible
School. | was taught to

revere God, His Word,
and His moral code.

Sundaysand Wednes-
day evenings were sacred.
No school events or sport-
ing events were ever
scheduled on these days.
And on Sunday, al the
commercial enterprises
wereclosed. It wastruly a

day of rest — time to m _
spend with the family. — EYJONMEACHAM

Today, Sunday and Wednesday are just like any other day

GYBERPORN

Wlmmmlﬂnpﬂmuﬂmﬂnmﬂyn

of the week. They are filled with diversions, and one of the
consequencesisthat it is hard to find a church that meets more
than once a week on Sunday morning. And many, if not most,
churches have adopted the seeker-friendly mentality that sugar-
coats the Gospel and seeks primarily to entertain. Youth pro-
grams focus on pizza parties rather than Bible study. It is no
wonder that 70% of kidsfrom Christian familiesend up revoking
their faith and embracing the world.

How can we expect any child to learn morality one hour a
week in Sunday School when they are assaulted the rest of the
week with the pagan values of our schools, moviesandtelevision
programs? It iscompletely understandabl e that we have an entire
generation growing up among uswho believethat lifeisall about
sex, violence and money.

Andif every problemin TV programs, moviesand computer
gamesissolved with violence, why should we be surprised when
our children resort to violence to solve their problems?

Conclusion

The Bible saysthat in the end times, society will become as
violent and immoral asit wasin the days of Noah (Matthew 24:

37).
We have arrived.
L et’ send with the question we began with: “Why isthere so

much violence in our schools and society?” The answer is that
we have put gunsin the hands of moral pygmies. ==

Notes:

1) The Great Books Foundation, The Will of the People: Readingsin
American Democracy (Chicago: Great Books Foundation, 2001),

page 38.

2) John Adams, “Letter to Zabdiel Adams, Philadelphia, 21 June
1776,” in The Works of John Adams — Second President of the
United Sates, ed. Charles Francis Adams (Boston: Little, Brown &
Co., 1854), val. 9, p. 401.

3) Wikipedia, “Stone v. Graham (1980),” www.firstamendment
schools.org/freedoms/case.aspx?id=1422.

4) Wikipedia, “Edwardsv. Aguillard (1987),” http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Edwards v._Aguillard.

5) Wikipedia, “Frankly, my dear, | don’'t give adamn,” http://en.wiki
pedia.org/wiki/Frankly_my_dear_|_don’t_give a damn.

6) Tom Herd, “Indecency and the :r::-r-.vg
FCC: A Short History,” http:/civil DEAR
liberty.about.com/od/freespeech/ Why do you nllow

tp/FCC-Indecency-Timeline.htm. so much violence
in our schools?

signed,
a concerned student

DEAR CONCERNED STUDENT,

I’'m not allowed
in schools.

God

— FRFREY 1
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Rapture New? Get a Clue!

Nathan E. Jones

“1 wish | could believe there is a Rapture in the Bible,
because that would be something really great to look
forwardto. Sadly, therapturetheory wasfirst spoken of
by a sickly woman in 1830 and the ministers at that
time just ran with it as prophecy.” — Mariano, New
York

f | were to receive a dollar for §

every time somebody told me
there is no mention of arapturein
the Bible and that the concept is a
fairly modern day invention, I'd _
have enough money to pound a _
considerable dent into the federal .
deficit (depending on the Adminis- | 7
tration, that is).

Can the Rapture, separate and |
apart from the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ, be found anywherein
the Bible? How does looking for-
ward to the Rapture bring us hope? And, is the Rapture as a
whole too new of an ideato be true? Get ready to give me that
dollar, Mariano!

Nathan Jones

Rapturein the Bible

The Bible does indeed teach about the Rapture of the
Church. First Thessalonians4:17 in particul ar speaksof an event
called “the Rapture,” derived from the Latin word rapio which
was trandated from the original Greek word harpazo. Rapio
means “to catch up, to snatch away, or to take out,” and that's
how it's often written out, as in that verse which reads, “After
that, wewho are still alive and areleft will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we
will be with the Lord forever.”

Other references on the Rapture are found in Isaiah 26:
19-21; Malachi 3:17; John 14:1-4; | Corinthians 15:51-58 and 1
Thessalonians 4:13-18.

Encouragement to the Believer

The Apostle Paul states that the Rapture is meant to encour-
age believers during this age (1 Thessalonians 4:18). And yet,
what encouragement coul d the Rapture bring to any believer who
thinks they will have to endure all the horrors of the coming
7-year Tribulation? What would be the point of the Rapture
then? It wouldn’t really be as Mariano has stated, “something
really great to look forward to.”

Trueencouragement and hope comesfromthe Bible'steach-
ing of aPre-Tribulation Rapture. We know that the Rapture will
happen before the Tribulation because according to the Biblethe
Church isn’t destined to endure God' s judgment on the world.
God has promised the Church arescue beforehand. For example
in 1 Thessalonians 1:10 we are told “to wait for His Son from
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who
rescues us from the wrath to come.” (See aso 1 Thessalonians
5:9; Romans 5:9; Ephesians 5:6; Colossians 3:4 and Revelation
3:10).

Evidencesof aPre-Tribulation Rapture also comefrom Paul
in 2 Thessal onians 2:1-2 who comforted the Church of Thessalo-
nicawhen he wrote, “ Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, not
to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report
or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of
the Lord has already come.” The church there was concerned
that they had missed the Rapture and were living in the Tribula-
tion. Paul assurestheminverse 3, “Don't let anyone deceive you
inany way, for (that day will not come) until therebellion occurs
and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to
destruction.” In other words, they’ d know if they wereliving in
the Tribulation.

The only hope that could comfort the Church Age Saint
staring into the face of the horrors of the Tribulation is that they
will not have to endure it. These words from Paul in 1 Thessa
lonians 4:18 provide that very encouragement and hope of the
Lord rapturing the Church beforehand.

An Ancient Concept

Those who argue that the Pre-Tribulation Rapture view is
just “too new” to be considered viable point to John Nelson
Darby (1800-1882) as its originator, and they claim he took the
ideafrom a 15 year old girl named Margaret MacDonald. But, is
that assessment historically accurate? Indeed, it is not.

The Early Church fathers' such as Barnabas (ca.100-105),
Papias(ca. 60-130), Justin Martyr (110-195), Irenaeus(120-202),
Tertullian (145-220), Hippolytus (ca. 185-236), Cyprian (200-
250), and L actantius (260-330) wrote on the imminent return of
Jesus Christ, thecentral argument for the Pre-Tribul ation Rapture
view.

When Augustine (354-430) began spiritualizing the Bible,
his view of a non-literal interpretation took hold of the Church
until the Renaissance, obliterating the Premillennial and Pre-
Tribulation Raptureviewsin favor of Amillennialism. But, some
Medieval writers such as Ephraem of Nisibis (306-373), Abbot
Ceolfrid (c. 642-716), and Brother Dolcino (d. 1307) wrote state-
ments that distinguished the Rapture from the Second Coming.

When the chains of allegorical interpretation began to fall
off, beginning with the Reformation in the 1400’ s and 1500’s,
writers such as Joseph Mede (1586-1638), Increase Mather
(1639-1723), Peter Jurieu (1637-1713), Philip Doddridge (1702-
1751), John Gill (1697-1771), James Macknight (1721-1800),
Thomas Scott (1747-1821) and Morgan Edwards(1722-1795) all
wrote concerning the Rapture occurring separate from the
Second Coming. Even in the more modern church, those like
William Witherby, who wrote about the Rapture in 1818, were
precursors to John Darby in support of the Rapture.

The Raptureisindeed then not only biblical, but supported
throughout Church history. And, Mariano is absolutely right in
one respect, for the Rapture sure is “something really great to
look forward to.” It's our “blessed hope” (Titus. 2:13). ==

Nathan Jones is the Web Minister for Lamb & Lion Ministries. He is
also an Evangelist who is available for speaking engagements.
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Summary of Outreach Activities
During the Year 2012

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Television and Video

Broadcast 52 weeks of Christ in Prophecy TV programs over five national networks and two regional networks with access to over
80 million homes inside the United States.

Broadcast via Daystar and Church Channel satellites to almost every nation in the world.

Produced a record number of 38 new Christ in Prophecy TV programs and revised 3 others.

Broadcast our 538th television program at the end of December.

Produced 2 new video albums and revised another.

Reproduced and distributed over 30,000 DV D video programs.

Internet and Website
Sent out 28 e-newsletters to 22,500 subscribers, sharing biblical messages and the electronic Lamplighter magazine.
Launched the Lamb & Lion App for iPhone, iPad and Android.

Experienced 180,000 to 250,000 unique visitors to our website each month.

Experienced growth of “The Christ in Prophecy” Facebook group to over 5,000 members.

Experienced growth of our Twitter outreach to 1,800.

Posted 243 Bible prophecy related articles on “The Christ in Prophecy Journal” blog, celebrating the 1,000th article.
Streamed over 200 different “Christ in Prophecy” TV shows.

Answered hundreds of spiritual questions submitted by email and discussion forums.

Produced 3 Bible Prophecy Insights videos.
Podcast over 80,000 mp3s per month.

Preaching and Teaching
Completed atotal of 20 speaking engagements:
13 Weekend conferences at churches.
7 Bible prophecy conferences.
Participated in 10 media interviews.
Conducted our first Skype TV interview and conference.

Publications

Published aHoly Land calendar for 2013.

Produced 6 issues of the Ministry’ s magazine, The Lamplighter.

Continued publishing a version of our magazine in India.

Published a new book, The Man of Lawlessness.

Published abooklet, A Prophetic Manifesto and distributed copies
to more than 17,000 pastors.

Published acustomized version of The Tim LaHaye Bible Proph-
ecy Study Bible.

Missions

Shipped Bible study materials to individuals and missions in many different foreign countries.
Supplied more than $22,000 for relief aid to Nigerian Christian refugees.

Provided regular monthly financial support to 19 missions — 8 domestic and 11 foreign.
Donated atotal of more than $236,000 in cash and services to missions.

| srael
Conducted one Holy Land pilgrimage with 45 pilgrims.
Provided financial assistance to several ministriesin Isragl.

Conferences

Conducted our annual Bible conference with 850 attendees.

Hosted a conference in Louisville, Kentucky on the book of Revelation.
Participated in 6 Bible prophecy conferences sponsored by other ministries.

Finances

Received 21,712 gifts from 4,085 donors.

Experienced growth in Prophecy Partners to atotal of 2,450.

Received re-certification as a member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability.
Received afour star rating (the highest possible) from Charity Navigator.

Ended the calendar year with all bills paid in full for the 33rd year in arow.
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¢ elevision Update

Busy, Busy!

Dr. David R. Reagan

e have been extremely busy in recent months shooting new

television programs. We began the month of December at the
annual Pre-Trib Prophecy Conference in Dallas where weinterviewed
17 people regarding questions about the book of Daniel. One of those
interviewed was Tim LaHaye who is shown below getting makeup put
on by Rachel Houck.

Later in December we did two interviews with Warren Smith, an
expert on the New Age Movement. We al so shot acouple of interviews
with Mike Riddle who is a master teacher of Creationism.

For our last program of the year,
we broadcast a re-run of a program
about the ministry of Marty Goetz, a
Messianic Jewish musician. We re-
ceived an overwhelming responsethat
kept us busy for a couple of weeks as
W we tried to keep up with all the orders
we received for his fabulous DVD
album, “Livein Concert.” The album
contains a DVD with 17 songs (130
minutes) and a CD with 5 songs. It
sellsfor $20 plusthe cost of shipping.
You can order it by calling 972-736-
8 3567 Monday thru Friday, between
8am and 5pm Central time.

We began the new year P
taping two interviews with
Noah Hutchings, the director /

of Southwest Radio Minis-
tries in Oklahoma City. He
had just turned 90 years old
and is still going strong,
working 10 hours aday! We
also did a couple of
interviews with a pastor
named Carl Gallups from
Milton, Floridawho haswrit-
ten aremarkable book titled,
The Magic Man in the Sky. It
is a brilliant defense of the
existence of God. We concluded the month of January with the taping
of Dr. Reagan’ sProphetic Manifesto. It will soonbereleased asaDVD
album.

Carl Gallups

We regrettably had to cancel the broadcast of our program over the
Inspiration Network, effective January 1st, because they decided to go
secular. We are now seeking a time slot on the Trinity Broadcasting
Network to replace the Inspiration Network. Please pray for usto get a
good time slot on TBN soon.

We recently added a new station in El Paso, Texas — KSCE,
Channel 38. Itisalso available on Time-Warner Cable, channel 16.1tis
aired on Sunday mornings at 10:30am.

“Christ in Prophecy” Broadcast Schedule

National Networks

Daystar Network
DirecTV Channel 369 DISH Channel 263
On cable networks throughout the nation.
Zone Pacific Mountain Central Eastern
Day Wed. Wed. Wed. Wed.
Time 4:00pm 5:00pm 6:00pm 7:00pm
The Church Channel
DirecTV Channel 371
Zone Pacific Mountain Centrd Eastern
Day Sat. Sat. Sat. Sat.
Time 6:30pm 7:30pm 8:30pm 9:30pm
National Religious Broadcaster s Network
DirecTV Channel 378
Zone Pacific Mountain Centrad Eastern
Day Sun. Sun. Sun. Sun.
Time 2:00pm 3:00pm 4:00pm 5:00pm
Golden Eagle Broadcasting Networ k
DirecTV Channel 363
Zone Pacific Mountain Central Eastern
Day Tues. Tues. Tues. Tues.
Time 4:00pm 5:00pm 6:00pm 7:00pm

Regional Networks

“Christ in Prophecy” is broadcast throughout
il southern Louisiana on the Family Vision
Network at various times. See: www.kajn.
com/familyvision.

New M exico Family Stationsisanetwork
consisting of two stations in Albuquerque.
Our program is broadcast on Thursday at
11:00pm and on Saturday at 3:00pm.
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Register Now
for Our Annual Conference

ew venue! Our Bible Conference this year will be held at
the beautiful new Allen Performing Arts Center in Allen,
Texas — asuburb of Dallas.

Theconferenceis scheduled to begin on Friday evening, June
28 and continue all day on Saturday, June 29. The conferenceis
free of charge. There will be a banquet Saturday evening
immediately after thelast conference session. It will cost $35 per
person. The banquet will also be held at the Allen Performing
Arts Center.

Thebanqguet will showcase aconcert
by Jack Hollingsworth of Acts29 Minis-
tries. Jack is the featured singer on the
Lamb & Lion television program. An-
other special feature of the banquet will
be an appearance by Lyndy Phillips, a |
former pastor who now performs as a
humorist and illusionist. The banquet
will conclude with a presentation by Dr.

Reagan.

Lyndy Phillips

The theme of this year’s conference
is“Living on Borrowed Time.” Speak-
ers include Dave Reagan and Nathan
Jones from Lamb & Lion Ministries,
Don McGee of Crown & Sickle Minis-
tries, Ron Rhodes of Reasoning fromthe
Scriptures Ministries, Robert Jeffress,
pastor of First Baptist Churchin Dallas,
and Alan Franklin, a newspaper editor
from London, England.

.!-

Robert Jeffress

The conference will begin on Friday
evening with a concert by a Southern Gospel Quartet called X-
Alt. Thisvery gifted group of singers was selected by the
Gospel Music ArtistsAssociation astheir musical group of
the year in 2012.

To register for the conference, call 972-736-3567 between
8am and 5pm Central time, Monday thru Friday, or register at the
Lamb & Lion website: www.lamblion.com. ==

Ministry News

Speaking Schedule— Dr. Reaganwill be speaking twiceduring
the month of Mar ch, first at a conference at the Summit Church
in Wichita, Kansas (1-3) and then at a Sync-Up Conference in
Los Angeles, California (15-16). In April Dr. Reagan will lead
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and will be assisted by Gary
Fisher of Lion of Judah Ministries (6-17). Later that month Dr.
Reagan will speak to the Believer’sClassat First Baptist Church
in Forney, Texas (28). Dr. Reagan will begin the month of May
conducting a prophecy conference at First Baptist Church in
Alma, Arkansas (4-5). Later in the month he will speak at a
Sync-Up Conference in Chicago, Illinois (17-18). In June Dr.
Reagan and Nathan Joneswill conduct a prophecy conference at
Woodland Hills Baptist Church in Longview, Texas (1-2). Both
of themwill also be speaking at the Lamb & Lion Conference at
the end of the month (28-29).

Holy Land Pilgrimage — The Ministry’s next Holy Land
pilgrimageisscheduled for November 2-13. Dr. Reaganwill host
the trip. The group will spend two nights in Tel Aviv, two in
Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee, and six nightsin Jerusalem. Give
usacall, if you are interested, and we will put you on alist to
receive a brochure as soon as they are ready.

Our Greatest Need — We need more Prophecy Partners in
order to expand our television program to more outlets. To
become a Prophecy Partner you must make a commitment to
pray for us daily and to give $25 per month for one year. You
will receive a special report from Dr. Reagan each month about
theMinistry’ sactivities, and you will also receiveamonthly gift.
Every other month that gift will be a copy of this magazine.
During the other months, the gift will be a DVD containing
either a TV program or a teaching program. You will also re-
ceiveacopy of theMinistry’ syearly calendar. Prophecy Partners
alsoreceivespecial discountson purchases of materialsproduced
by this ministry. We ask our Prophecy Partners to aim for one
dollar aday or $30 per month. Many give much more than that.
The minimum commitment is $25 per month. To sign up as a
Prophecy Partner, just give usacall at 972-736-3567.

Book Specials — We are offering a
special sale on Roberta Potts great
book, My Dad, Oral Roberts. The book
tells the inside story of her dad's re  (ORAL

markable ministry, and it is illustrated - ROBERTS
with dozensof photographs, from begin-
ning to end. The book is hardbound and
runs 302 pages in length. Itsretail price
is$24.99. Wearemaking it availablefor
$12 plus the
cost of mailing.

[''mM LAHAYE We have some

P r? U J . [ ( copies left of our customized version of
STLDY ( BB E the Tim LaHaye Prophecy Study Bible.

HEE Itisthe New King James Version and it
is bound in genuine leather, burgundy
colored. It contains 84 articles by 55
Bible prophecy experts, as well as ex-
tensive footnotes. The regular price is
$75. We are offering it for $65 plusthe
cost of shipping. ==

March - April 2013

The Lamplighter page 19



P.O. Box 919, McKinney, TX 75070
Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid

PAID

McKinney, TX 75070
Permit No. 11

New Video Album

his new one hour and 45 minute album contains four
television programs on two DVD discs. It runs 130
minutes in length.

The programs were all shot on site at the Explorations
in Antiquity Center in LaGrange, Georgia. This center was
created by Dr. Jim Fleming, one of Christendom’s fore-
most experts on biblical archaeology.

The programs cover First Century agricultural tech-
niques, the importance of city gates to external defense and
internal governance, the Last Supper, and crucifixion and
burial methods.

One of the most fascinating of the programs is the one
about the Last Supper. It contrasts the reality with the
painting by Leonardo Da Vinci, showing where each
person sat and why.

Throughout the programs, Dr. Fleming demonstrates
how a greater knowledge of First Century customs will
help a person to better understand the teachings of Jesus
and the Apostles. The programs received an overwhelm-
ingly positive response when they were broadcast on
national television.

BIBLICAL ity

Archaeology duced together with Dr. Flem-

ing. The first was shot in our
studio and consists of four fasci-
nating programs in which Dr.
Fleming discusses the impor-
tance of biblical archaeology,
the significance of the Dead Sea
Scrolls, and the relationship of

o the Eastern Gate to the location
@}% 20 of the ancient Jewish Temple. In

the final interview, he discusses
a wide range of archaeological issues such as the sites of
Mount Sinai, the Mount of Transfiguration, and the tomb
of Jesus. The running time of the biblical archaeology
video is 80 minutes.

DyADavid R! R-a.ga_h_ L
= James Eleming, = & 1
: : W el

=t S

To order a copy of either album, call 972-736-3567
Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm Central time.
The Biblical Archaeology album sells for $12, plus the
cost of shipping. The Life in Bible Times album sells for
$15, plus the cost of shipping.

We are offering both albums
for the special price of $20, plus E E
the cost of shipping. This offer is
good through May 1st. == Ii

[=]
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