0 Prophecy is like a lamp shining in a dark place. 2 Peter 1:19
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Observations from the Editor

When did you first learn about
God’s prophetic Word?

For me it was 1993. I was almost
27 years old. I’d been in church all
my life and could not remember
any sermons or lessons based on
Bible prophecy. Sure, prophecies
related to Christ’s First Advent
were mentioned at Christmas, but
in 26 years I was never encouraged
to appreciate the significance of
prophecies saturating the Word of
God.

When I first learned that God
has revealed so many things that
have come to pass—and others
that await fulfillment still—I felt
like the disciples on the road to
Emmaus. As the Scriptures were
opened to me anew, my heart be-
gan to burn within me (Luke 24:32).

That sparked a fervent desire to
study the entire Word of God. It
put stories that had been presented
to me as mere historical anecdotes
or morality tales in context, and af-
firmed that God is still very much
at work in the world today. Proph-
ecy gave me tremendous apprecia-
tion for the scope and sweep of His
plan for mankind—and assurance
that He will fulfill every promise.

Ironically, in hindsight, I was
thankful that I had not been hand-
ed a stilted framework of inter-
pretation by some tradition of
man. When I began studying Bible
prophecy for myself, I was able to
read it at face value. I found that I
did not need an advanced degree in
hermeneutics for the plain sense to
make sense.

Bible prophecy also made me
realize that in addition to all the
promises God has made to me as

a follower of Christ, He has also
made promises to the Jewish peo-
ple, to the Creation, to Satan, and
especially to Jesus Christ. Just as I
can trust that His promises to me
are guaranteed, I can be certain
that He will keep every promise in
the fullness of time.

Before you delve into this edition
of the Lamplighter, take a moment
to consider all the promises of God
that you can recount from memory.

Thank Him that He is the same

yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
And praise Him that in Christ all
His promises are Yes and Amen (2
Corinthians 1:20).

Tim Moore

Executive Editor
Director| Sr. Evangelist
Lamb & Lion Ministries
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THE PRIMACY OF - .- .

“Can your idols make such claims as
these? Lét them come and show®%hat
they can do!” says God, the King of Is- *
rael. “Let them try to tell us what 0¢- -
curred in years gone by, or what the fu-
ture holds.”

“Yes, that’s it! If you are gods, tell what
will happen in the days ahead! Or do
some mighty miracle that makes us
stare,amazed. Butno! Yoy are less than
nothing and can do nothing at all.”

(Isaiah 41:21-24, The Living Bible)

Omniscient. Omnipotent. Audacious.

Those words describe God’s ability and determination
to proclaim in advance His plans for mankind. His
willingness to put Himself on the line by foretelling
what will happen in the future is unique to the true
and living God. No other supposed god makes declar-
ative predictions—and for good reason.

Prophecy is not only a unique feature of the Bible,
but also a validating aspect of all it contains. But per-
haps we should step back and define these terms.
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Biblical prop] d |
truth or foretelling of what is to come. Prophecies are
revealed by God through a human prophet as divine
warnings, instructions, expectations, or exhortations.
Always, the prophet and the prophecy point to and
glorify God.

Prophecy that foretells future events (whether al-
ready realized or yet to be fulfilled) makes up 28-32%
of the Bible. Even that variance is based on whether
you count verses, chapters, or books. But it is evident



Foretell - a declaration of future events as revealed by the Lord.

Forthtell - the proclamation of truth which can only be known by divine revelation.

Foretelling and forthtelling prophecies are given to glorify God and edify (rebuke, encourage, warn,
or offer hope to) the recipients of His prophetic Word. Both are revealed authoritatively through a

[l

prophet given insight by God (Deuteronomy 18:15-22 and Matthew 7:29).

to anyone who reads the text that
a sizable portion of Scripture per-
tains to people, circumstances, and
events well before their appearance
in human history.

For the past couple of years, I've
emphasized that all of God’s Word
is prophetic if you include the por-
tion that forthtells truth. From be-
ginning to end, the Bible reveals
God’s truth. Although there was no
human eyewitness to the Creation,
God revealed His precise sequence
of events “in the beginning.” Ev-
ery declarative statement made by
God—whether attributed to Him
as a direct quotation or recorded by
the authors of Scripture as the Holy
Spirit inspired them—contains the
Truth He wants us to comprehend.

St. Paul writing to the
Thessalonians - Jan Lievens

A

Some prophets specialized in
forthtelling truth. When the proph-
et Nathan approached King David
and described the covetous offense
of a rich man, David was rightfully
indignant. But the prophet quick-

ly delivered God’s ultimatum on
David’s grievous sin: “You are the
man!” (2 Samuel 12:7). That forth-
told truth cut David to the core and
he immediately recognized his sin.
Sadly, the only foretold truth in
that encounter was Nathan’s fore-
telling that David and Bathsheba’s
child would die.

The phrase, “Thus saith the
Lorp,” is found over 1900 times in
the Bible. It is as if God wants to be
very clear that He is the Author of
Scripture. That is why we call the
Bible the Word of God.

It is also why Satan has been
determined to undermine God’s
credibility in the eyes of the crea-
tures made in His image since the
beginning.

Did God Really Say?

When God created the heavens
and the earth and placed man and
woman on the earth to subdue
and rule over it (Genesis 1:28), He
made only one stipulation: do not
eat from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. Long before there
were ten commandments, there
was only one boundary for man to
observe.

Scripture does not tell us how
long Adam and Eve enjoyed the
good earth as they cultivated and
kept the Garden of Eden. But Gen-
esis 3 records that, in short order,
Satan came in the form of a serpent
to question God’s clear directive.
He first asked, “Indeed, has God

said, “You shall not eat from any
tree of the garden?” ” By purposely
jumbling God’s instruction, Satan
intended to subtly plant doubt and
suggest that God’s prohibition was
too extreme.

When Eve then responded with
her own mistaken rendering of
God’s command, Satan direct-
ly contradicted God by declaring,
“You will not die!”

Jesus said of the devil, “he was a
murderer from the beginning, and
does not stand in the truth because
there is no truth in him. Whenever
he speaks a lie, he speaks from his
own nature, for he is a liar and the
father of lies” (John 8:44). In the
21st Century after Christ, we can
attest to the millennia of lies per-
petrated by the devil and countless
hapless people fooled into disbe-
lieving God.

,-.- -E,,,--"i" ;

Sadly, today there are many who
claim to follow Christ but deny
the reality of Bible prophecy—or
at least minimize its relevance and
power. Or, through willful igno-
rance they simply discount Bible
prophecy altogether. Regarding
God’s prophetic Word, if Satan
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“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the

things revealed belong to us and our sons forever...”

Deuteronomy 29:29

were to ask, “Did God really say?”
they would essentially respond, “I
don’t know, and I really don’t care.”

Others who do know the pro-
phetic Word of God have become
scoffers. Fulfilling Peter’s prophe-
cy, they are now mockers who say,
“Where is the promise of His com-
ing? For ever since the fathers fell
asleep, all continues just as it was
from the beginning of creation”
(2 Peter 3:3-4). Peter said the last
days would be marked by this kind
of mocking. Sadly, he was speaking
of mockers who are fully aware of
Jesus’ promised return and His ac-
count of creation—in other words,
professing Christians.

It may sound harsh to describe the
attitude of those who ignore or
minimize Bible prophecy so cal-
lously. But imagine if your spouse
wrote you a letter and purposed to
tell you their deepest thoughts and
most far-reaching plans. Who in
their right mind would say to them-
selves: “I'll read the parts of their
letter that describe the weather
and their daily activity, but I have
no interest in their plans for the fu-
ture”?

Why does God reveal Himself
and His plans to us, His creatures?
Because He wants us to know
what He chooses to reveal. Amos
recorded, “Surely the Lord GOD

6 | Mar/Apr 2024

does nothing unless He reveals His
secret counsel to His servants the
prophets” (Amos 3:7, NASB). That
is not to say that God tells us ev-
erything that only His infinite mind
can know or comprehend.

Moses spoke truly when he said,
“The secret things belong to the
LORD our God, but the things re-
vealed belong to us and our sons
forever...” (Deuteronomy 29:29).
To some, that selective revelation
is off-putting and leaves them un-
willing to believe God. I've come to
realize that God’s great goodness
keeps Him from revealing many
things to us.

L-n-

For one, our limited minds could
not contain or comprehend the
mind of God. For another, too
much knowledge would prove de-
structive to us—just as it did to
Adam and Eve. And, finally, as any-

one who has been exposed to any
top-secret information knows,
some information should only be
shared on a “need-to-know” basis.

God has revealed what He wants
us to know (and what we need to
know) to inform, inspire, and ex-
hort us. But He is neither obligated
nor inclined to reveal more than
we can comprehend. Judges 13 of-
fers a wonderful example of this.
The angel of the LORD appeared
to Manoah and his wife to prophe-
sy that they would have a son. In a
great messianic foreshadowing, the
angel’s only response to an inqui-
ry about His identity was, “I am”
(Judges 13:11). When pressed for
His actual name, the angel respond-
ed, “Why do you ask my name, see-
ing it is wonderful?” (Judges 13:18).

Manoah later realized that during
his interaction with the angel he
had “seen God.” Many believe that
the angel was Jesus in pre-incar-
nate form. He declined to reveal
His name to Manoah and his wife
because it was not yet time to do
SO.

So, although we can become im-
patient to know what has yet to be
revealed, we should rejoice that
many things have been unveiled for
us already. For instance, we can call
Jesus by His name and praise Him
for His finished work of salvation.
Peter wrote, “As to this salvation,
the prophets who prophesied of
the grace that would come to you
made careful searches and inqui-



ries, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of
Christ within them was indicated as He predicted the
sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow” (1 Peter
1:10-11).

We have the blessing and advantage of hindsight,
whereas they gazed forward as through a glass dimly.
And yet, even now we know in part, and live anticipat-
ing the fulfillment of “the grace to be brought to [us]
at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:13).

Although we are confined to time and limited in our
knowledge, God is not. He is the God of space and
time—a truth clearly demonstrated even in Jesus’ first
miracle.

Faced with the unique and personal crisis of a short-
age of wine in Cana, Jesus’ Jewish mama encouraged
Him to assist the host of the wedding. Reluctant to re-
veal His power because His hour had not yet come, Je-
sus honored His mother’s request (John 2:1-11). With
no fanfare and no personal effort or intervention, He
miraculously changed water into wine.

—

This relatively mundane beginning to His signs and
miracles established His power over the material uni-
verse (because water does not naturally transform
into wine), time (because the conversion of grape
juice into wine is not instantaneous), and space (be-
cause He knew the wine was ready without physically
interacting with the water pots).

Following His resurrection, Jesus had a physical
body and could eat and fellowship with His disciples
(Luke 24:38-43). Yet He also demonstrated His abili-
ty to pass through locked doors (John 20:19 and 26),
vanish in an instant (Luke 24:31), and ascend into the

heavens and out of sight (Acts 1:9). Perhaps we will
enjoy these same abilities in our glorified bodies!

Because God exists outside of space and time, He
can gaze down upon our universe and into time as we
know it without constraints. And while He chose to
enter the world in human form at an appointed mo-
ment in human time, He can also see from everlasting
to everlasting. That gives Him a unique perspective.

The challenge of foreseeing the future has intrigued
mankind throughout history. But we are only able to
experience time in a linear fashion. We have some rec-
ollection of the past, but no awareness of the future.

Traveling down the highway presents a fitting analo-
gy. We are able to look into our rearview mirror and see
a limited distance behind us. If the weather is clear, we
can see a limited distance ahead. But, unless we have
a modern app in our car or on our phone, we have no
way of knowing what lies beyond the next turn. We are
inevitably surprised when we come over a hill and find
ourselves in a miles-long traffic jam.

But, as a pilot, I can soar above the earth and see
many miles ahead of drivers just below me. In fact,
from 30-40,000 feet, I can see well over a hundred
miles in every direction. I know what awaits oblivious
drivers around the next turn and an hour ahead. Pilots
call this a “God’s-eye view,” not out of disrespect but
because they recognize that God’s perspective is far
beyond that of humans confined to the earth.

God’s ability to see far beyond the horizons of our
time is very much the same. Unconstrained by our
linear timeline, He sees behind and ahead of us with
equal clarity. From His infinite perspective, the begin-
ning and the end are just as clear as the here and now.
That is why He can proclaim, “I am God, and there is
no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning,

www.lamblion.com V4



“the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit

of prophecy.”

Revelation 19:10, NASB

and from ancient times things which have not been
done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I
will accomplish all My good pleasure’ ” (Isaiah 46:9-
10, NASB).

I made the claim that Bible prophecy is meant to offer
divine warning, instruction, expectation, or exhorta-
tion, but that in every case, the prophet and proph-
ecy points to and glorifies God. The “fellow servant”
John encountered in his vision of heaven explained
that “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”
(Revelation 19:10, NASB). Peter reminds us that “no
prophecy was ever made by the will of man, but men
being moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2
Peter 1:21). So, again, prophecies are revealed by God,
to the people of God, and for the purpose of God.

As we witness the dissolution of our society and the
convergence of signs pointing to the End Times, the
value of Bible prophecy is proven day after day. Satan
is still whispering, “Did God really say?” Scoffers are
still mocking, “Where is the promise of His coming?”
Certainly, in this world, our troubles are multiplying.

All that the Lord has revealed to us affirms the reve-
lation Jesus shared with His disciples: “These things I
have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.
In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I
have overcome the world” (John 16:33). The “little-t”
tribulation or trouble we have in the world is external,
while the peace of God, which surpasses all compre-
hension, [guards our] hearts and minds in Christ Jesus
(Philippians 4:7).

Bible prophecy assures us that God is in control, that
He works all things together for His glory and our good
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(Romans 8:28), and that Jesus will rescue His children
from the wrath to come (1 Thessalonians 1:10).

Pilate asked a rhetorical question of the mob gathered
around his palace in Jerusalem: “What shall I do with
Jesus who is called Christ?” (Matthew 27:22). Their
answer demonstrated the hardness of their heart and
their rejection of the Lord: “Crucify Him!”

Today, God’s Word presents a challenge to all who
claim to follow Him. What will you do with the pro-
phetic Word that He has revealed for your instruction
and exhortation and His glory? Will you disregard it,
discount it, and ignore it? Or, will you believe it, study
it, and obey it?

The choice is yours, but the blessing is only for those
who “read and heed it,” as described in Revelation 1:3
and 22:7. T



I E PURPOSES OF
BIGLE PROPHECY

Steve Miller

The following is an excerpt from Steve Miller’s wonderful book, One Day Nearer, published
by our friends at Harvest House Publishers. As Steve wrote, “The End Times are rapidly ap-
proaching. Our Lord has called us to be watchful and faithful, using our time well and making
our lives count for eternity. The better we know God’s purposes for the future, the more we

are able to live wisely today.”

0 To Give Hope

Imagine the Bible with no prophecies in it. Suppose
God had decided not to tell us anything about the Sec-
ond Coming, ultimate victory over evil, and our future
home in heaven and eternity. If God had left prophe-
cies out of His Word, we would have no idea of what
the future holds. Instead, all we would know is that the
world we live in is descending deeper and deeper into
darkness, evil, and hopelessness.

With no knowledge of what is to come, life would be
bleak. We would have nothing to look forward to. We
would go from day to day filled with dread and uncer-
tainty.

But because God chose to provide us with glimpses
of the glorious future that awaits us, we can live with
hope. That is the major reason God filled the Bible
with so many prophecies about what is to come: to
give us hope.

What we know about the future helps to influence
our thoughts and actions in the present. Because we
know the ultimate outcome of the battle now being
waged on earth, we can live with anticipation rather
than angst. Bible prophecy helps us to have an eternal
focus—it reminds us that no matter how bad things
get, good and righteousness will prevail. Victory is cer-
tain.

That is why, in 1 Thessalonians 4, Paul wrote at length
about the promised Rapture that will deliver us from
this world and take us to heaven. He concluded with
the exhortation that we “encourage one another with
these words” (verse 18, ESV). The more we remind
each other of God’s prophetic promises, the more we
give one another hope.

9 To Give us an Eternal Focus

Because we live in a fallen world, life is filled with strug-
gles. Romans 5:12 says that “just as sin came into the

www.lamblion.com ‘9



“I will accomplish-all my purpose...
| will bring it to pass; | have

purposed, and | will do it.”

Isaiah 46:10-11

world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to
all men because all sinned” (ESV).
No one can avoid sin and its dev-
astating consequences. Even “cre-
ation [is] subject to futility”—all
of nature is in “bondage to corrup-
tion.” It groans in anticipation of
the day when we are freed from our
decaying mortal bodies and given
new, immortal bodies (Romans
8:19-23, ESV).

Sin is the reason that life is filled
with pain and trials. And after we
receive salvation in Christ, we en-
ter a new kind of battle. Because we
have turned away from sin to walk
in the light, we are now at odds
with the darkness around us. Jesus
warned the disciples—and us, by
extension—that “in the world you
will have tribulation” (John 16:33).

But notice Jesus’ very next words:
“Take courage; I have overcome
the world.” In our times of suffer-
ing, we can find hope in the Lord’s
promises of future redemption and
victory. Even when life becomes so
unbearable we don’t know how we
can possibly go on, we are remind-
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ed that “the sufferings of this pres-
ent time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed
tous.”

God’s promises about the future
are meant to help us look beyond
the present and develop an eternal
focus. As we learn what it means
to live with our minds and hearts
set on eternity, we are more able to
persevere through the difficulties
we face now. Every prophecy about
the future is designed to keep us
looking up and ahead at the glory
that awaits us.

To Motivate
Us to Purity

One of the most amazing truths in
Scripture is that someday, we will
be fully transformed into the like-
ness of Christ.

Because we dwell in imperfect
bodies in a fallen world, we are not
able to fully grasp what we will be-
come. As the apostle Paul wrote,
“for now we see in a mirror dimly”
(1 Corinthians 13:12). There is com-

ing a day when we will see clearly—
when “the perishable puts on the
imperishable, and the mortal puts
on immortality” (1 Corinthians
15:54, ESV). At long last, we will be
conformed to the image of God’s
Son (Romans 8:29).

We eagerly look forward to that
day, don’t we? We tire of succumb-
ing to temptation and stumbling
into sin. We become increasingly
frustrated as we fight the same spir-
itual battles over and over. With
Paul, we say, “I have the desire to
do what is right, but not the ability
to carry it out...I do not do the good
I want” (Romans 7:18-19, ESV).

When we struggle with sin, the
prophetic promise that we will
someday have glorified bodies and
be like Christ is uplifting. This hope
not only keeps us going, it also mo-
tivates us to personal purity. As 1
John 3:3 says, “Everyone who thus
hopes in Him purifies himself as He
is pure” (ESV).

As we fix our hope on the prem-
ise that we will be transformed to




Christlikeness in the future, the re-
sult is that we will want to be more
like Him in the present. In this way,
Bible prophecy has a powerful and
sanctifying effect on our lives.

@ To Spur Us to
Share the Gospel

Time is running out. Each day that
we draw nearer to Christ’s Second
Coming, we draw closer to when it
will be too late for unbelievers to
receive Jesus as their Savior. When
the King of kings and Lord of lords
descends from heaven to reclaim
the earth, He will wield “a sharp
sword with which to strike down
the nations” (Revelation 19:15). On
that day, every unbeliever on earth
will have their eternal fate sealed.

Now, it is true that after Christ
raptures all believers to heaven, the
seven-year Tribulation will offer
more time for unbelievers to come
to salvation. We might think, If my
loved one or friend doesn’t become
a Christian before the Rapture, they
will still have opportunities during
the Tribulation.

But consider the dismal survival
rates of those who end up being on
the earth during the Tribulation. In
Revelation 6:7-8, we are told that
one-fourth of the world’s popula-
tion will die during the fourth Seal
Judgment. Then in Revelation 9:15-
18, we read about four angels who
will “kill a third of mankind.” Be-
tween those two events, half the
people on the earth will die. Also,
many people will be so hardheart-
ed that even when they recognize
God as the source of the Tribula-
tion judgments, they will call for
the rocks and the mountains to fall
upon them rather than turn from
their sin (Revelation 6:15-17).

/.

When it comes to sharing the
Gospel, sooner is better than lat-
er. The fact that we don’t know the
time of Christ’s coming should fill
us with a sense of urgency. God’s
desire is that Bible prophecy will
spur us to proclaim the message of
salvation before it’s too late.

Q To Give Hope

Only God is able to declare “the end
from the beginning.” And not only
does He know the future, He plans
it. He dares to say, “I will accom-
plish all my purpose...I will bring it
to pass; I have purposed, and I will
do it” (Isaiah 46:10-11).

Those aren’t just empty words.
Up to this point in time, every one
of God’s declarations about the fu-
ture—in the form of Bible proph-
ecies—has come to pass with pre-
cision. This helps us to realize that
prophecies are not merely guesses
or predictions; rather, they reveal
exactly what God will do. Prophecy
is history written in advance.

The abundance of fulfilled proph-
ecies serves as powerful confirma-
tion that God truly is God. His sov-
ereignty is total; nothing can alter
what He says will happen. He who
created and sustains the universe
guides the course of human history
and our individual lives. As chaos
swirls seemingly out of control here
on earth, all is calm in God’s throne
room. As surely as Jesus silenced
the storm and the waves, God has
all world events in His hands.

Because every single prophecy
about Christ’s First Coming was
fulfilled literally with 100 percent
accuracy, we can be at peace—con-
fident that the same will be true
with every single prophecy about
Christ’s Second Coming. There is
coming a day when every wrong
in this world will be righted—for
all eternity. Nothing can keep that
from happening, because God is
God. Because His sovereignty is to-
tal, our heavenly future is secure. T

Copyright © 2023 Steve Miller.
Reprinted with permission.
www.harvesthousepublishers.com

Steve Miller is the senior
editor at Harvest House
Publishers and author of
multiple books. He and
his wife, Becky, are active
in deaf ministry. His book
Omne Day Nearer offers 365
wonderful devotions an-
ticipating Jesus’ glorious
return. It can be found at
stevemillerresources.com
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DANIEL C

Nathan Jones

ut as for me, I heard but could not understand;
so I said, “My lord, what will be the outcome of
these events?” (Daniel 12:8).

The prophet Daniel had been listening in-
tently to the angel Gabriel pronouncing a series of
mind-blowing messages. God was revealing the rise
and fall of great empires, leading eventually to a global
empire led by a despot whom the Apostle John would
later call the Antichrist, with its inevitable demise at
the divine hand of God.

Of course, all these great empires were still so far
off in the future, from Daniel’s perspective, that he
was obviously quite perplexed by what he was hearing.
Rubbing his wrinkled forehead in confusion, Daniel
requested God’s mighty messenger to provide some
elaboration. To his dismay, the angel replied with a
firm, “No way!” He explained that Daniel could never
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E TIMEL

UNDERSTAN
OF PROPHECY

truly understand these prophecies because too many
events needed to happen first before they could be ful-
filled and, therefore, properly understood.

Fortunately, Gabriel added there would be three
major signs that would mark the “time of the end” in
which the finale in this series of events would culmi-
nate. We find the source text for these signs in Daniel
12:4. “But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and
seal up the book until the time of the end; many will
go to and fro, and knowledge will increase.” He add-
ed that only those living in the End Times who were
"wise” (meaning spiritually discerning) would at last
understand these prophecies. They would recognize
that the exponential increase in knowledge, travel,
and prophetic understanding would herald the end of
these human-controlled kingdoms with the Second
Advent of the Messiah establishing His earthly millen-
nial reign (Daniel 12:3-10).



Increase in
Knowledge

Let’s explore the first sign—a great
increase in knowledge.

Unless you’re a toddler playing
with your mother’s smartphone,
you have lived long enough to re-
alize that the way we obtain infor-
mation has changed a lot—a whole
lot—over the last few decades. Let’s
not even talk decades but in years.
The child attaining adulthood to-
day can, with a shudder, look back
to the early 2000s when there was
no Wikipedia, no Gmail, no social
media like Facebook and Twitter
(now called X), no cloud comput-
ing, no tablets, no smartphones,
and certainly no high-speed Inter-
net connectivity. Remember the
sound a modem made when con-
necting a surfer to the World Wide
Web? Ask a ten-year-old that ques-
tion today and they couldn’t even
tell you. Even Bob Dylan couldn’t
have imagined how much things
would be changing when way back
in the stone ages of 1964 he sang,
“The Times They Are A-changin’.”

Times a-changin’ wasn’t always
the way things were, though. For

thousands of years of human his-
tory, life remained pretty much
the same. Sure, every 300 years or
so the world eked out an innova-
tion that revolutionized the world,
moving humanity from, say, the
Bronze Age to the Iron Age. But, for
the most part, limitations in travel
left most inventions cordoned off
to a tiny corner of the world. But
then, AD 1454 finally arrived, and
the German goldsmith Johannes
Gutenberg released the very first
mobile, reusable type press (like
an antique photocopier). At last,
words of knowledge could be
mass-copied onto paper and dis-
tributed far and wide. The age of
the printed book revolutionized
the world, and Gutenberg started
with the fount of all knowledge—
the Bible.

Were you surprised to learn from
your history classes that the most
world-changing advances were
made just in the last 150 years or
so? And, as we got closer to our
day and age, how each discovery
came about faster and faster, as
one breakthrough was achieved on
top of another? This increasing-
ly rapid acceleration in learning is
called the Exponential Curve. Our

knowledge has been experiencing
exponential growth as one break-
through builds upon another at an
increasingly faster and faster pace.

What would you say was the
most important discovery that
has helped us facilitate the advent
of this massive explosion in the
growth of knowledge? If you an-
swered “the computer,” then you’d
be correct. When it comes to the
exponential curve for computers,
the old joke is, “How do you know
when your computer is obsolete?”
The answer is, “When you take it
out of the box.” That’s not too far
from the truth, though, because
computer companies double com-
puter processing speeds about ev-
ery 18 months.

Known as Moore’s Law (after
Intel co-founder Gordon Moore),
this is just one manifestation of
the greater trend in how all change
happens to be occurring at an ex-
ponential rate. In 2023, quantum
computers began processing at
speeds equivalent to the human
brain. By 2045, in a mere quarte?
of a century, Moore’s Law predlo

we will posses§' comp
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Not only has the exponential
curve in all areas of computer tech-
nology increased our knowledge to
stupendous levels, but computers
have aided in all the major scientif-
ic discoveries of our day. We don’t
need to cram so many facts into our
brains anymore either, for the abil-
ity to easily store and access data
means we can continue to learn
like we’ve never learned before in
human history.

The exponential curve is not just
limited to computers. Other ad-
vances in biomedicine, space sci-
ence, chemical engineering, human
engineering, and all the other sci-
ences have been climbing faster and
steeper up their exponential curves
with every passing day. In the next
five years, the world’s technology
is expected to be 32 times greater
than it is today.

It’s also been estimated that 65%
of today’s kindergartners, once
they finally graduate from college,
will ultimately end up working in
completely new jobs that, at this
time, don't yet even exist.

Consider that just a hundred
years ago, the information most
people learned throughout their
entire lifetime equated to the con-
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tent of one Sunday edition of The
New York Times. Our ability today
to practically consume that same
amount of information daily shows
just how far mankind’s knowl-
edge has increased in a very short
amount of time.

Today’s exponential increase in
knowledge points to the fact that
we are living in the prophesied End
Times and that Jesus Christ is com-
ing soon.

Notice in that same prophecy the
angel told Daniel that, besides a
great increase in knowledge, “many
will go to and fro” (Daniel 12:4).
This tremendous increase in travel
would also occur in the same con-
text: the End Times. God was re-
vealing that once people began to
go to and fro, both farther and fast-
er, those final years before Christ
returned to set up His Millennial
Kingdom were finally upon us.

Stop and think how people trav-
eled just a single century ago.
Most roads weren’t even paved
yet and were traversed by horse-
drawn wagons. A YouTube video
of San Francisco recorded back in

Daniel 12:4

1906 reveals far more horses than
horseless carriages. People rarely, if
ever, left their hometowns. Animal
domestication and the early be-
ginnings of decent roads, then bi-
cycles, balloons, boats, and simple
automobiles were developing, but
not widely received. Since the early
part of the twentieth century, man-
kind went on to invent airplanes
and jets, and we’ve even left Earth’s
atmosphere in rockets and space
shuttles. It used to take months
for people to travel overseas by
boat, but now we travel that same
distance abroad in mere hours. In
today’s world, people are always on
the move, just as the angel prophe-
sied to Daniel.

Today’s exponential increase in
travel points to the fact that Jesus
Christ is returning soon.




Did you know that Bible prophe-
cy constitutes a whopping 31% of
the Bible? God’s overall plan for
the ages appears to be rather like
a 100-piece puzzle, and so far, He
has only provided 75 pieces. We can
recognize the outline of a picture,
but until certain events unfold, and
new pieces are added to the puzzle,
the picture remains incomplete.

Still, the 75 pieces we have now
are far more numerous than what
Daniel ever had. As Jesus explained
to His disciples, “For truly I say to
you that many prophets and righ-
teous men desired to see what you
see, and did not see it, and to hear
what you hear, and did not hear it”
(Matthew 13:17). Even then, the
Apostles didn’t understand many
of Christ’s teachings until after
His resurrection when He open-
ly explained them and then later
sent the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to
provide further illumination. Even
then, the Apostles were expecting
the imminent return of Christ and
not a 2,000-year long wait.

Today, the various End Times
signs related to nature, society,
world politics, technology, Israel,
and spiritual signs are coming at us
at such a fantastic rate that Bible
prophecy teachers such as Dr. Ron
Rhodes have begun to call the phe-
nomenon “The Convergence.” So
many End Times signs converging
all at once has greatly enhanced our

Today’s exponential increase in
the understanding of God’s pro-
phetic Word points to the fact that
Jesus Christ is returning soon.

These three major signs, along with
the hundreds more provided in the
Bible, being fulfilled in our day, re-
veal the fact that the Lord could
indeed return at any moment. By
looking through the filter of the
Bible at all the wondrous yet fear-
ful events playing out before us,
we should clearly understand the
times in which we are living. As a
result, we are comforted knowing
that God’s got it all under con-
trol, that He has a great big plan in

place, and that His children play a
vital role in that plan. Christians
are called to serve God in these
dark times with all our unique gifts,
resources, and experiences.

For those of you who haven’t yet
accepted Jesus Christ as your Sav-
ior, but now recognize that we are
living in the End Times, the realiza-
tion should act like an alarm clock
buzzing you awake to the fact that
the world doesn’t have much time
left to it. We are all living on bor-
rowed time. Therefore, embrace
the fact that God loves the world
so much that He gave His one and
only Son and that whosoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish,
but have eternal life (John 3:16). T

| ing the fime,
that it is already the hourfor™
you to awaken from sleep;

understanding of End Times Bible
prophecy, just as Gabriel foretold.

for now salvation is nearer.to_

us than when we believed.” -

Romans 13:11

www.lamblion.com ‘ 15



A

B

1 Q1Y

he theme of the book of
Revelation is this: The end
of your life as you know it is
coming soon. That end will
come either through your death or
through the return of Jesus Christ,
but your life is about to undergo
a big change. And the knowledge
that your life is going to end should
affect how you live right now.

What is the future that God has
planned for us? Many Christians
get confused about the end times.
Let’s simplify the subject of Bible
prophecy by looking at a preview
of God’s plan.

The first event in Bible prophecy is
the Church Age. The Church Age is
the period from Pentecost until the
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Rapture during which Gentiles are
invited to participate in the bless-
ings of the Abrahamic Covenant.
God issued an invitation to Abra-
ham and his descendants, the Jews,
to be in a covenant relationship
with Him. But Israel temporarily
rejected that invitation when they
rejected Christ. So God extended
His invitation to include non-Jews,
that we might be saved. This is the
period we are living in right now,
when God has temporarily set aside
Israel and has invited everybody to
be part of His covenant blessing.

Make no mistake: God is not fin-
ished with Israel. In Romans 11:1,
25, Paul said, “God has not rejected
His people, has He? May it never
be!... a partial hardening has hap-
pened to Israel until the fullness of
the Gentiles has come in...” When

the church age ends, God will finish
His dealings with Israel.

The Church Age will end at the
Rapture of the Church. The Rap-
ture is the snatching away to Heav-
en of all Christians before the Trib-
ulation begins. Paul described it in
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: “The Lord
Himself will descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet of
God, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. Then we who are alive
and remain will be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we
shall always be with the Lord.”

There are four elements of the



Rapture: First of all, the Lord will descend from Heav-
en. He descends into the air, not to the ground. Sec-
ond, the dead in Christ will be raised. Who are the
dead in Christ? It’s every believer who has died since
Pentecost. When Christians die, our bodies remain on
Earth but our spirits go to be with the Lord. Paul said,
“To be absent from the body [is] to be at home with
the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). But our bodies won’t

Robert Jeffress

stay on Earth forever. At the Rapture, the graves will
be opened and the bodies of the saved will be raised.
Third, Christians who are alive at that time will meet
the Lord in the air. There will be a generation of
Christians who never experience death; they will be
caught up to meet the Lord. Fourth, our bodies will
be changed from mortal to immortal. Paul said, “This
mortal [body] must put on immortality” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:53). Your body may be suited for this world,
but it’s not suited for the next world. At the Rapture,
we will receive brand-new bodies from God that are
free from pain, suffering, and sickness.

The Rapture is the next event on God’s prophet-
ic timeline. There are no prophecies that have to be
fulfilled prior to the Rapture. It could happen at any
moment.

The Rapture of the Church will be followed by the
Tribulation. The Tribulation is a seven-year period
that will begin when the world leader known as the
Antichrist signs a peace covenant with Israel, and it
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will end with the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ. This is the final seven
years of Earth’s history.

There are two purposes for the
Tribulation. First, it will be a time
of salvation for Jews and Gentiles.
Many people will be saved, Jews
and Gentiles alike, during these fi-
nal seven years. It’s a sign of God’s
mercy. He wants to save as many
people as possible. Second, it will
be a time of condemnation of un-
believers.

The Tribulation will be followed
by the Second Coming of Christ.
This is the visible return of Jesus
Christ to establish His kingdom
on the earth. At the end of the sev-
en-year Tribulation, all the world
forces will assemble on the plain of
Megiddo in Israel to wage war and
overthrow the Antichrist. This final
world conflict is called the Battle of
Armageddon.

As the world forces are fighting
the Antichrist, suddenly the heav-
ens will part and the Lord Jesus will
appear. Revelation 19:11-16 (NASB)
says, “I saw heaven opened, and
behold, a white horse, and He who
sat on it is called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness He judges and
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wages war. His eyes are a flame of
fire, and on His head are many di-
adems; and He has a name written
on Him which no one knows ex-
cept Himself. He is clothed with
a robe dipped in blood, and His
name is called The Word of God.
And the armies which are in heav-
en, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, were following Him on white
horses. From His mouth comes a
sharp sword, so that with it He may
strike down the nations, and He
will rule them with a rod of iron;
and He treads the wine press of the
fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.
And on His robe and on His thigh
He has a name written, ‘KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

The Second Coming is different
from the Rapture. In the Rapture,
only believers will see the Lord; at
the Second Coming, everybody will
see Him. At the Rapture, Christians
will meet the Lord in the air; at the
Second Coming, His feet will touch
the ground. This is the visible re-
turn of Jesus Christ.

The Second Coming of Christ is
followed by the Millennium. The
Millennium is a thousand-year
period during which Christ will
reign on the earth. This is the time
when God will fulfill His promise
to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 of a
land, seed, and blessing where Mes-
siah will rule on the throne of Da-
vid from Jerusalem.

Revelation 20:1-3 (NASB) says,
“I saw an angel coming down from
heaven, holding the key of the
abyss and a great chain in his hand.
And he laid hold of the dragon, the
serpent of old, who is the devil and
Satan, and bound him for a thou-
sand years; and he threw him into

the abyss, and shut it and sealed it
over him, so that he would not de-
ceive the nations any longer, until
the thousand years were complet-
ed.”

With Satan bound for a thousand
years, part of the curse of sin will
be removed, but not all of it. This is
the time Isaiah 65 describes, when
people will live to be at least one
hundred and won’t have difficul-
ty with thorns and thistles. It is a
renovation, not a recreation of the
earth.

At the end of these thousand years,
Satan will be released for a little
while. Why would God let him go?
Here’s why: Only believers enter
the Millennium. You and I will en-
ter the Millennium in the new, res-
urrected bodies we received at the
Rapture. Resurrected bodies don’t
reproduce, but natural bodies do.
People who are saved during the
Tribulation will enter the Millen-
nium in their natural bodies. That
means they will be able to have
children.

It is important that every person
be given a choice whether to follow
Jesus. So God will loose Satan for
a short time; and amazingly some
children who were born and grew
up during the Millennium will
choose to follow Satan instead of
Jesus. That is the final rebellion.



“Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what
sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,

looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God.”
2 Peter 3:11-12

God puts an end to this rebellion at
the Great White Throne Judgment.
This is God’s final judgment against
all unbelievers who have ever lived.
Revelation 20:13 says, “The sea gave
up the dead which were in it, and
death and Hades gave up the dead
which were in them; and they were
judged, every one of them accord-
ing to their deeds.” When unbeliev-
ers die, their spirits go to Hades.
Jesus talked about it in the parable
of Lazarus and the rich man. The
rich man died and went to Hades,
and he said, “I am in agony in this
flame” (Luke 16:24). Hades is a
place of intense suffering for the
unsaved until their final judgment.

At the Great White Throne Judg-
ment, unbelievers will be judged
by their works. Revelation 20:13
says, “They were judged every one
of them according to their deeds.”
Why are they judged by their works?
Unbelievers say, “I don’t need the
forgiveness of Jesus Christ; I'm
good enough to get into Heaven.”
So God says to them, “Fine. I'll
judge you by your works.” Unfortu-
nately, the standard by which God

judges is the perfection of Jesus
Christ. And by that standard, “all
. . . fall short of the glory of God”
(Romans 3:23).

The result of this judgment is
eternal condemnation. Revelation
20:14-15 says, “Death and Hades
were thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the second death, the lake
of fire. And if anyone’s name was
not found written in the book of
life, he was thrown into the lake of
fire.” Verse 10 says, “They will be
tormented day and night forever
and ever.”

Unbelievers are not destroyed
when they are judged; they suf-
fer forever and ever. The horrible
truth about hell is this: When you
have spent three trillion years in
the agony of hell, you will not have
reduced by one second the amount
of time you have left. That is the
fate of everyone who dies without
trusting in the forgiveness of Jesus
Christ.

After the Great White Throne
Judgment, we enter eternity future.
This is the permanent state of be-
lievers inhabiting the new Heaven
and Earth, and unbelievers inhabit-
ing the lake of fire. In 2 Peter 3:7, 10,
the present Heaven and Earth will
be destroyed by fire. John said in
Revelation 21:1, “I saw a new heav-
en and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth passed
away.” We’re not going to spend
eternity floating around some-

place. The earth will be re-created
to the state God originally intended
it to be. In the new earth, God will
“wipe away every tear from [our]
eyes; and there will no longer be
any death; there will no longer be
any mourning, or crying, or pain;
the first things have passed away”
(V. 4)-

That is the future God has
planned for those who know Jesus
Christ.

How should that affect how we live
today? One day, the Bible says, the
trumpet will sound, the heavens
will part, and we will see the King
of kings and Lord of lords. When
that happens, tragically, many
Christians will be embarrassed by
their lives. They will be clothed in
immorality, greed, and personal
ambition instead of being clothed
in the righteous acts of the saints.

Let me ask you this: when you
meet God face-to-face, -either
through your death or through the
Rapture, will you be embarrassed
about the life you have lived up to
this point? If so, now is the time to
make those changes that will en-
sure you are ready on your com-
ing appointment with God. That’s
why Peter wrote in 2 Peter 3:11-12,
“Since all these things are to be
destroyed in this way, what sort of
people ought you to be in holy con-
duct and godliness, looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of
God.” t
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GHLIGHTS

eginning in February, Christ in Prophecy televi-
sion launched two new prophecy-focused se-
ries—one on the book of Daniel and another
on the book of Revelation.

Arguably, all of our programs are prophecy-focused,
as our title implies. Whether we are reviewing the
Signs of the Times (as we did throughout 2023), the
Feasts of Israel, the Gaza War, or books focusing on
prophetic topics, Christ in Prophecy will always em-
phasize just that: Jesus Christ throughout God’s pro-
phetic Word.

Sometimes we adhere to that theme in an obvious
way, as with our extensive “Jesus in the Old Testa-
ment” series from 2021 and 2022. At other times,
prophecies pointing to Jesus and His soon return are
the undercurrent within a specific episode—much like
the “scarlet thread” that runs throughout Scripture,
pointing to Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for our sins.

With these series of episodes on Daniel (“Revelation
in the Old Testament”) and Revelation itself, we are
diving deep into the two books that are most related

to the End Times. Admittedly, a 30-minute television
program only allows limited time to expound each
week. In fact, the actual teaching time is often less
than 22 minutes per episode. Instead of comprehen-
sively exploring each chapter and verse, we can only
aspire to whet our viewers appetites and encourage
them to continue their studies.

Complementing what we broadcast, we will be post-
ing articles and Prophetic Perspectives online. Dave
Bowen will dedicate a number of his “Deep Dive” vid-
eos to lessons from Daniel and Revelation. Along with
him, Nathan and I will post commentaries correlating
to each chapter of these two great books of prophecy.
And, as we will highlight on the air, we’ve also updat-
ed our Revelation Study Guide with new graphics and
material. Along with classic audio recordings by Dr.
Reagan, it offers a wonderful tool to guide your study
of Revelation.

The following pages offer a sample of the material
you can access at ChristinProphecy.org. +

t | STAY CONNECTED ON
ALL YOUR DEVICES
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aniel’ 1e makings of a great trag-
edy. Carried into exile by the people who
conquered his nation, he could have suc-
cumbed to despair or been subsumed into
the pagan culture of Babylon. Instead, he determined
to remain faithful to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. Because he was faithful, the Lord gave him dra-
matic visions of the End Times.

L]

Similarly, the Apostle John was exiled to the island
of Patmos late in the 1st Century under the reign of
Domitian. He too could have abandoned hope, but he
was a “partaker of the tribulation and kingdom and
perseverance which are in Jesus” because of the word
of God and the testimony of Jesus.

Both Daniel and John were quite matter-of-fact
about the visions they were given, and both record-
ed that they did not understand everything they saw.
Daniel said so pointedly (Daniel 12:8) and John con-
sistently utilized the word “like” to convey that it was
difficult to even describe the wonders he saw. But,
whereas God told Daniel that “these words are con-
cealed until the end of time” when “those who have
understanding will understand” (12:9-10), John was
told, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this
book, for the time is near” (22:10).
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From the “Introduction to Daniel” coﬁmentary by Tim Moore found at ChristinProphecy.org:

Certainly, there are aspects of God’s eternal plan
that are beyond human comprehension. Daniel testi-
fied, “It is He who reveals the profound and hidden
things; He knows what is in the darkness, and the light
dwells with Him” (Daniel 2:22) But even the great
seer and interpreter of dreams and visions could not
understand all that was revealed. John was pointedly
told not to record the things which the seven peals of
thunder spoke in heaven (Revelation 10:4). But God
has chosen to reveal certain things to those who are
His. Moses respected this God-honoring balance. He
wrote, “The secret things belong to the LORD our
God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our
sons forever...” (Deuteronomy 29:29).

We have an advantage Moses and Daniel and even
John lacked. We have hindsight.

Living in the 21st Century, we know the identity of
the Messiah and can worship Him by Name. In the
Church Age, we have the blessing of the Holy Spir-
it—“the Spirit of truth [Jesus sent] to guide [us] into
all the truth...and disclose to [us] what is to come”
(John 16:13). And, as the End Times approach, we have
the promise given to Daniel that “those who have un-
derstanding will understand.” t
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" but also so  fa _ *aheg -.Qf his *tlme,
that those who do n‘Bt h‘avé a high
view of inspiration and inerrancy
~ believe God could not have given
Daniel these words to write.

Twice, Daniel claimed to be the

author—in Daniel 7:12 and 12:4.
He wrote in the third person until
chapter 7; however, from chapters
7 to 12, he wrote in the first person.
Also, Ezekiel 14:14 speaks of Dan-
iel’s obedience and Ezekiel 28:3
speaks of Daniel’s character. The
ultimate confirmation that Dan-
iel wrote this book is found in the
words of Jesus, in Matthew 24:15
and Mark 13:14.

Divine Interpretation

A key to understanding prophet-
ic books, such as Daniel, Ezekiel,
Zechariah, and Revelation, is un-
derstanding prophecy will have
visions, symbols, and, most impor-
tantly, some divine interpretation.
In Daniel’s case, we see several

= — ——
why an interpreter, often
explains the“meaning of the

---u..,_'

The Theme-nfﬂamel

The structure of Daniel is not

_'_chronologlcal thematic. The same

can be said for the book of Jere-
miah. Jeremiah’s theme explains
the REASON for the divine pun-
ishment of Judah. Daniel records
from the PERSPECTIVE of those
in captivity. The overall theme of
Daniel is “The time of the Gen-
tiles.”

Besides the prophetic aspect of
Daniel, this work also details how
Jews can live in a Gentile world
and be faithful to the law of Mo-
ses. Also, this book teaches Gentile
nations the nature of the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

The Timing of Daniel

Lastly, let’s look at the timing of
the book of Daniel. Three times,

“when Ezekiel was about 25 years

=y e

%\{ﬁ' Ezekiel and his wife

"-:v—u

T
were among the 10,000 Jews taken
tlve to Babylon in 597 B.C.—

old. The third and final seize oc-
curred in 586 B.C. 2 Kings 25:8
records the date very specifically:
“On the seventh day of the fifth
month, which was the nineteenth
year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon.”

With the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, the Babylonians took all the
silver and gold articles from the
Temple and carried many Jews off
to Babylon. This poses an import-
ant question: WAS the God of Isra-
el defeated? See, in ancient times,
when a nation was defeated, their
gods were also defeated. Their God
ALSO goes into captivity! But there
was no idol of God in the Jewish
temple for the Babylonians to take
and conquer. The God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob could not be cap-
tured and defeated. They looted
all the vessels used for worship,
but that decision would eventually
lead to Babylon’s downfall. t
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ome people have a hard
time accepting reali-
%) ty. Some things simply
sound “too good to be
true.” That could be said of Jesus’
promises to those who accept Him:
absolute forgiveness and eternal
life in the presence of God.

On the other hand, some people
cannot accept the clear teaching of
Scripture regarding the wrath of
God that abides on all who do not
obey the Son by accepting Him as
Savior and Lord (John 3:36). They
like the sound of a god who would
not harm a fly but cannot accept
the living God who will pour out
His righteous indignation on a
world that has rejected Him. They
are even more appalled by the idea
of Jesus, the Lamb who was slain,
administering the wrath of God.
Yet that is exactly what Revelation
teaches (6:16).

It has been said that Revelation
is too hard to understand. But
Henry Morris, the founder of the
Institute for Creation Research,
once said, “Revelation is not hard
to understand. It is hard to believe;
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but if you will believe it, you will
understand it.”

Before we dive into a chap-
ter-by-chapter review of Revela-
tion, it is critical that we under-
stand up front that this final book
in the canon of God’s Word is not
merely the fanciful and imagina-
tive vision of John the Apostle. The
very first verse in the book estab-
lishes that it is “The Revelation of
Jesus Christ.” The same verse goes
on to explain the purpose behind
Jesus unveiling all that John would
be tasked to record: “...which God
gave Him to show to His bond-ser-
vants, the things which must soon
take place; and He sent and com-
municated it by His angel to His
bond-servant John” (NASB). Driv-
ing the point home even further,
verse 2 tells us that John “testified
to the word of God and to the tes-
timony of Jesus Christ, even to all
that he saw.”

Other prophets of God affirm the
divine inspiration to their prophe-
cies by frequently weaving in the
phrase, “Thus saith the Lord.” But
John established up front that Rev-

elation is the testimony of none
other than Jesus Christ.

Revelation is unique in one oth-
er respect. No other book offers
a promise of blessing for merely
reading what is written. But verse
3 says, “Blessed is he who reads
and those who hear the words of
the prophecy, and heed the things
which are written in it; for the
time is near” (NASB). Not clear
enough? Jesus repeats the same
promise in 22:7: “And behold, I am
coming quickly. Blessed is he who
heeds the words of the prophecy of
this book.”

Reading and hearing can be easily
done. But how do you heed a book
of prophecy—especially one as ex-
pansive as Revelation? How can I
heed the sweeping prophecies yet
to be fulfilled and often related
to God’s wrath that abides on the
unbelieving world? By doing what
Henry Morris advocated and be-
lieving this great book of prophecy.

In other words—taking Jesus at
His Word. t



} Excerpted from “Who Are the Elders of Revelation 4”,a commentary by Nathan
Jones found at Christinprophecy.org:

7 hen the Apostle
John was caught
up to Heaven,
- he revealed that
God’s throne does not stand alone.
Rather, it is situated at the center of
a circle of lesser thrones.

He wrote, “Around the throne
were twenty-four thrones, and on
the thrones I saw twenty-four el-
ders sitting, clothed in white robes;
and they had crowns of gold on
their heads” (Revelation 4:4). John,
calling himself the Elder (2 John
1:1), had met the 24 Elders, and in
doing so, presented a great mys-
tery. Just who are the 24 Elders?

The first impulse is to identify
the 24 Elders as a special elevated
class of angels. Such a conclusion is
problematic, though. The ancient
origins of angels could have cer-
tainly earned them the title Elder,
but then this would have been the
only time in the Bible where angels
are called elders.

If not angels, could the 24 Elders
be members of humanity? And, if
so, which humans? Some theorize

that the 24 Elders could be com-
prised of the 12 sons of Jacob, Is-
rael’s tribal patriarchs, plus the
12 Apostles, with the two groups
representing God’s Old and New
Covenants. That configuration has
a certain logic to it. But, as the last
living Apostle, John’s seat should
have remained vacant, yet he still
counted 24 Elders present.

If not a Patriarch-Apostle com-
bo, what about the 24 Elders being
comprised of still another group of
men, ones unknown to us?

I believe these unknown men are
representatives of the Church due
to how John described the rewards
these men hold, rewards promised
only to the raptured Church.

After believers in Christ are Rap-
tured, we will undergo the Judg-
ment of the Just. We will be re-
warded for the good deeds the Holy
Spirit performed through our lives.

Some of those rewards will be im-
material. For example, those saved
will live forever with their Creator
in a loving relationship on the New
Earth. Other rewards will relate to
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levels of position, as gloried believ-
ers will be granted different degrees
of ruling authority during Christ’s
millennial reign (Luke 19:11-27).

Still other rewards will be mate-
rial in nature, such as special white
robes (Revelation 6:11; 19:8), and
five different crowns which will be
bestowed on Christians for merito-
rious spiritual achievements.

John described the Elders as
casting their crowns in worship be-
fore the One on the throne while
singing a new song: “You have re-
deemed us to God by Your blood
out of every tribe and tongue and
people and nation, and have made
us kings and priests to our God;
and we shall reign on the earth”
(Revelation 5:9-10).

Their song certainly proves the
24 Elders are not angels, for these
elders needed to be redeemed by
Christ’s shed blood, and there is no
redemption for angels.

The 24 Elders could only be the
Church Age saints. I’ll go even fur-
ther, one of them could even be

you! T
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Tim Moore

“Do you understand what you are reading?” And he
said, “Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?”

(Acts 8:30-31)

ne consistent criticism of Bible prophecy—or
O at least advocates of the importance of God’s
prophetic Word—is that it has little relevance
to individual believers, or the core work of the Church.
Many pastors express reluctance to preach on prophe-
cy because they have so many other concerns clamor-

ing for their attention, from marriage and family issues
to Satan and sin nipping at the heels of their flock.

Others are openly hostile toward Bible prophecy.
Rick Warren, a prominent pastor who leads a huge
church and is a best-selling author, characterizes
prophecy as a “distraction” and says that anyone who
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lets himself get involved in distractions like studying
prophecy “is not fit for the kingdom of God.” Anoth-
er well-known advocate of re-envisioned Christianity,
Tony Campolo, said, “Rigid Christians who believe in
the possibility of Jesus’ soon return are a real prob-
lem for the entire world.” Clearly, these men express a
hostility toward Bible prophecy that is disturbing.

Jesus’ own disciples expressed certain expecta-
tions based on their understanding of Old Testament
prophecies. During one visit to Jerusalem, following
Jesus’ prophecy concerning the destruction of the im-
pressive Temple built by Herod, they came to the Lord
privately and asked, “Tell us, when will these things
happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and
of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3). Jesus did not
dismiss their expectations or scoff at their understand-
ing. And He certainly did not rebuke their interest in



“Tell us, when will these things happen,
and what will be the sign of Your

coming, and of the end of the age?”

Matthew 24:3

what had been prophesied. Instead,
He expounded on the signs of His
coming and of the end of the age.

Why Study Prophecy?

Throughout this issue, we have em-
phasized the primacy of prophecy.
It was introduced in the opening
chapters of Genesis by God Him-
self and is woven through the entire
Bible until the last chapter of Rev-
elation. Uttered by God—either di-
rectly or through His prophets—it
profits those who take it seriously.

Following His resurrection, Je-
sus asked Peter three times, “Do
you love Me?” (John 21:15-17). But
in John 12:44, the rhetorical ques-
tion behind His interaction with
the crowd was, “Do you trust Me?,”
even as He said, “He who believes
in Me, does not believe in Me but in
Him who sent Me.” And, since the
spirit of prophecy is the testimony
of Jesus (Revelation 19:10), study-
ing God’s prophetic Word helps us
identify, understand, and share the
Son.

In a very real sense, the great-
est value of understanding Bible
prophecy lies not in delving into
secret knowledge accessible only
to super saints of the Most High.
It provides the motivation and in-
sight to share the Gospel with the
God-breathed Word and in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

That brings us to the passage
cited at the opening to this article

and explains Philip’s mission on
the road from Jerusalem to Gaza.
Told by an angel to “Rise up and go
south,” he got up and went (Acts
8:26-27). When he got there, he
encountered an Ethiopian eunuch
(from all indications a Jew) who
was returning home after worship-
ing in Jerusalem. This man was
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obviously observant and traveled
a long distance to come to the tem-
ple. But devout as he was, he was
unable to understand the prophetic
writings of Isaiah:

He was led as a sheep to
slaughter; and as a lamb be-
fore its shearer is silent, so
He does not open His mouth.

In humiliation His judgment
was taken away; who will re-
late His generation? For His
life is removed from the earth.

- Acts 8:32-33 (NASB), citing
Isaiah 53:7-8

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Philip
“opened his mouth and from this
Scripture he proclaimed the good
news about Jesus to him” (Acts
8:35). The Ethiopian’s eyes were
also opened and he immediately
expressed a desire to profess faith
in Christ. Philip’s obedience and
willingness to explain the truth of
Messianic prophecy caused that
new convert to go on his way re-
joicing.

Another famous example of evan-
gelism through prophecy is found
in Peter’s first sermon at Pentecost.
Found in Acts 2:14-36 (NASB), it is
a recitation of one prophecy after
another fulfilled in the life and per-
son of Jesus:

Joel said, “I will pour forth of
My Spirit on all mankind, and
your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy..” - We are
not drunk on wine but filled
with the Holy Spirit of God.

Speaking of the Messiah, Da-
vid foretold, “You will not
abandon My soul to Hades,
nor allow Your holy One to
undergo decay...” - Jesus the
Nazarene, attested to you
by God with miracles and
signs...was delivered over by
the predetermined plan and
foreknowledge of God to be
nailed to a cross and put to
death at the hands of godless
men...but God raised Him up
again, because it was impossi-
ble for death to hold Him.
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David was also promised that
one of his descendants would
sit on his throne - but Da-
vid remains dead and buried
while Jesus lives again.

That is why David also fore-
saw His exalted Son ascend-
ing into heaven, and he fore-
heard, “The LORD said to my
Lord, sit at My right hand,
until I make Your enemies a
footstool for your feet” - a
promise that abides on Jesus,
the Lord and Christ whom
you have crucified.

Hearing this clear reading of Bible
prophecy and understanding its
fulfillment in the Person of Jesus,
3,000 of those gathered in Jeru-
salem “were pierced to the heart”
and cried out for salvation!

Testimonies Abound

We could cite many examples of
men and women pierced to the
heart by Bible prophecy. Face to
face with the truth that Jesus is
the prophesied Christ, the Son of
the living God; aware that He shed
His own innocent blood according
to God’s foretold plan of salvation;
convinced that He died but did not
undergo decay as He arose again
and ascended to the right hand of
the Father in Heaven; convicted
of their own sin and the deserved
penalty for their sin against God as
forthtold in His Word; and believ-
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ing His promise to prepare a place
for those who trust in Him and res-
cue us from the wrath to come...
men, women, boys, and girls have
called upon the Name of Jesus and
been saved.

4 Y, ¥

Jimmiy Phillips

Our friend and fellow evangelist,
Jimmy Phillips, has been preach-
ing Bible prophecy for 76 years.
Asked why he emphasizes God’s
prophetic Word, Jimmy answered,
“I preach it, first of all, because the
Bible teaches it. The Bible is with-
out mistakes. And the holy men of
God spoke as they were moved by
the Spirit.” Regarding the urgency
of that message, Dr. Phillips said,
“the convergence of the signs that
we have today point to the Rapture
of the Church.”

John Neese, the founder of SAC
Orphans, has found that Bible
prophecy connects him with chil-
dren in Russia. Boys and girls res-
onate with the hope and promise
conveyed in prophecies pointing to
our coming Lord.

George Collich

George Collich, who was on staff
at Lamb & Lion Ministries for
many years, was drawn to the Lord
as he listened to Dr. Reagan teach-
ing from Revelation. Jack Holling-
sworth, whose life was devastated
by alcohol, became a singing evan-
gelist, eager to proclaim the pro-
phetic Truth that set him free.

John the Baptist asked the Phar-
isees and Sadducees, “who warned
you to flee from the wrath to
come?” (Matthew 3:7). Paul af-
firmed that among the blessings
God gives to those who receive sal-
vation is “to wait for His Son from
heaven, whom He raised from the
dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us
from the wrath to come” (1 Thessa-
lonians 1:10). Without the prophet-
ic Word, we would have no warning
of the wrath and no anticipation of
the rescue. Praise God that know-
ing both, we are motivated to ur-
gent evangelism.

There’s Still Power
in the Word

Jesus told His disciples, “the words
that I have spoken to you are spir-
it and are life” (John 6:63). Some
Christians think the red-letter
words of their printed Bible have
special significance, having been
colored by the editors to highlight



And He who sits on the throne
said, “Behold, | am making all
things new.” And He said, “Write,
for these words are faithful and
true.” Then He said to me, “They
are done. | am the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and

the end. | will give to the one
who thirsts from the spring of
the water of life without cost.
He who overcomes will inherit
these things, and | will be his
God and he will be My son.

Revelation 21:5-8

the spoken words of Christ. That same pattern con-
tinues into Revelation in Bibles touted as “Red-Letter
Editions.”

But what about the words recorded in Revelation
21:5-8?

He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making
all things new.” And He said, “Write, for these things
are faithful and true.” Then He said to me, “It is done.
I am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and end. I
will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the
water of life without cost.”

Those words are not colored red by my editors, yet
they are clearly spoken by God. The same is true in
Genesis 1:3, when our Creator God said, “Let there be
light.”

The point is that whether or not the words in my Bi-
ble are red, are in quotations, or even preceded by the
phrase, “Thus saith the LORD,” all of Scripture is “God-
breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy

3:16).

In short, all of God’s Word is Gospel-centered and
evangelistic. And that most certainly includes His pro-
phetic Word. t
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Those are descriptive titles given to Jesus Christ in
Revelation 19:11. He is indeed trustworthy and depend-
able.

The same apostle who recorded the book of Revela-
tion also referred to Jesus Christ as the Word—the ul-
timate Revelation of God. He intentionally equated the
person of Christ with the God-breathed book that con-
veys His revelations to us.

If we accept the Bible as the Word of God, it follows
that all of it should be precious to us. From beginning to
end, it is His story interwoven with and explaining our
history. And when we begin to perceive the prophetic
thread woven throughout the text that is revealed in the
Gospel, we realize that the entire text points to Jesus
Christ.

So, where does Bible prophecy fit into the whole? It
is omnipresent throughout Scripture—either as consis-
tent forthtelling or as overt foretelling. When we realize
that prophecy simply implies God’s intentional com-
munication with His creatures, it cannot be dismissed
as an esoteric playground for fanatics or unwieldy sub-
ject of seminary study. It is fertile ground for growth in
every Christian heart and a powerful tool of evangelism.

Prophecy is at the heart of God’s Word—conveying
the consistent and undivided soundness of His revela-
tion over time. It demonstrates the power and authori-
ty of God’s Word. And, it points us to the praiseworthy
living Word of God—the Author and Perfector of our
faith, Jesus Christ.

Integrity

1) the quality of being honest and having strong

moral principles

2) the state of being whole and undivided
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NATURE

The US Geological Survey
has documented an uptick
in earthquakes worldwide—
with a series of quakes re-
cently hitting central Okla-
homa. Major earthquakes are
also increasing measurably.

Advances in rocket science
and imaging technology are
making space travel easier
and providing new evidence
of the expanse and beauty of
the universe.
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SOCIETY

America is about to enter
what may prove to be its
most contentious Presiden-
tial campaign in living memo-
ry, likely with candidates that
incite grave animosity among
significant portions of the
population.

America’s biggest cities are
being inundated by rampant
crime (including violent as-
saults and mob theft) at the
same time that police forces
are finding it difficult to moti-
vate new recruits; the result is
a devastating rise in lawless-
ness.

SPIRITUAL

Persecution against Chris-
tians is rising around the
world, yet left-wing media in
America have labeled Speak-
er Mike Johnson—a confess-
ing Evangelical Christian—as
a fundamentalist threat to
America.

Amazon Prime’s new “Hazbin
Hotel” presents Satan as a no-
ble dreamer oppressed by the
“elders” of heaven. Joined by
his wife Lilith and their woke
daughter, Lucifer is remade as
a hero for our times. The car-
toon format and tone is clear-
ly meant to appeal to children
and teens.
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‘Lamplighter

The Signs of the Times continue to converge. If you pay attention to this section from edition to edition, you’ll
notice that specific signs tend to reoccur with greater frequency, the magnitude of the impact continues to in-
crease steadily, and the categories are overlapping with surprising regularity. The birth pangs have begun (Mat-
thew 24:8). Whether you take encouragement or warning from these signs depends entirely on your eternal
destiny. God never pours out wrath without warning. Will you heed the signs and be saved?

WORLD POLITICS

As America dithers in the face
of challenges from terrorists
and tyrants in Gaza, Yemen,
and Iran, Turkey’s President
Erdogan gets cozy with Iran
and launches attacks in Syr-
ia and Irag—demonstrating
increasing hostility toward
Israel.

TECHNOLOGY

Leading technology gurus are
warning of the rising threat
of artificial intelligence (AI)
against humans, even as they
decry an inability to stop its
development. Meanwhile, un-
accountable social media rep-
resents a clear and present
danger to American youth.

ISRAEL

Growing further isolated
among the community of na-
tions, Israel has been formal-
ly charged with genocide by
South Africa in the Interna-
tional Court of Justice at The
Hague; the ongoing atrocities
of Hamas have been over-
looked and ignored.

o oveh €

India has surpassed China as
the most populous nation on
Earth with just over 1.4 bil-
lion people; sadly, it has also
joined China as one of the 10
worst persecutors of Chris-
tians in the world.

With development of Amer-
ica’s own hypersonic weap-
ons delayed, military plan-
ners have expressed concern
that China and Russia may
gain the upper hand in this
cutting-edge technology, just
when American conventional
stockpiles are depleted.

Warned by their own govern-
ment that security assistance
will be delayed in the event of
internal terrorist attacks, Is-
raeli communities are never-
theless unable to easily secure
purely defensive equipment
from America due to rules
quietly imposed by Antony
Blinkin at the Biden State De-
partment.
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