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Hopes were high among avid 
prophecy pundits that the Rapture 
would occur in September, near 
the Feast of Trumpets. I do not 
begrudge those who are hopeful 
for Jesus to return; Lamb & Lion 
Ministries has been proclaiming 
the imminence of His coming for 
45 years. But the fact that we’re still 
here demonstrates the fallacy of 
the date-setters.

The reality is that as fears mul-
tiply—of rising threats, of grow-
ing evil, and of gathering gloom—
hopes that have been growing for 
almost 2,000 years seem close 
enough to touch. Those who live 
expecting Jesus to come will keep 
hoping until the trumpet sounds, 
the archangel shouts, and He 
breaks from the heavens.

In the long years prior to His first 
Advent, there was growing Messi-
anic fervor. Jews, tired of foreign 
oppression and eager to see God’s 
promises to Israel fulfilled, were 
“looking for the redemption of Is-
rael” (Luke 2:38). Those waiting for 
a military commander or a politi-
cal prince missed the arrival of the 
Baby born in Bethlehem.

Even today, many clamor for 
heaven on earth while rejecting 
the One Who already came from 
Heaven as Immanuel—God with 
us. Others seek a savior to right 
the world’s wrongs, but deny their 
own sin and refuse to be subject to 
a Lord.

2025 The Lamplighter will utilize the NASB or LSB translations interchangeably, and note when 
other translations are referenced.

Christ’s return is indeed immi-
nent. The signs pointing to His 
soon return are multiplying and 
converging. His Light will pierce 
the darkness—rescuing those who 
have trusted in Him and unleash-
ing the wrath of God on those who 
are left behind. It is that great sift-
ing that is causing hopes and fears 
alike to multiply.

Once again, “the hopes and fears 
of all the years” are met in Jesus 
Christ—the Holy One of Israel.

https://christinprophecy.org/
https://christinprophecy.org/
https://christinprophecy.org/programs/app/
https://christinprophecyblog.org/
https://lamblionresources.com/category/featured-resources
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Tim Moore

May you live in interesting times.

I’ve referenced that proverbial statement more than 
once as a curse veiled within a blessing. The insinua-
tion is that “interesting times” are often perilous, or 
at least filled with uncertainty. Most people prefer to 
live quiet, predictable lives. Some even become quite 
flustered when someone moves their cheese.

But, as Bob Dylan proclaimed in a song filled with Bi-
ble prophecy allusions, “the times, they are a-changin’.”

Even the increasing frequency and intensity of the 
Signs of the Times was foretold—as were the wars and 

rumors of wars, societal upheaval, and dread that fills 
the hearts of those who do not understand the times. 
However, for students of God’s Word, none of the 
changes should come as a surprise. Like the sons of Is-
sachar, we have understanding that transcends human 
knowledge—and peace that passes understanding.

With that in mind, Bethlehem stands as a living me-
morial to the battle that rages on the earth. The an-
cient City of David, which was a quiet little town off 
the beaten path 2,000 years ago, is still a primary bat-
tle site. Let’s learn the lesson of Bethlehem—and gain 
wisdom from the truths it reveals.

LITTLE CITY OF SPIRITUAL BATTLE
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City of David
Bethlehem is first mentioned in 
Genesis 35 as the place where Ja-
cob’s beloved wife, Rachel, was 
buried. Rachel’s name means 
“ewe”—a female sheep. The name 
is intended to convey gentleness 
and the blessing of fertility, which 
is ironic, given that Rachel’s womb 
remained closed as her sister Leah 
began to bear Jacob's children.

Several generations later, Boaz, 
the kinsman-redeemer who took 
Ruth the Moabitess as his wife, lived 
in Bethlehem. The scenes of Ruth 
foraging grain from the fields near 
Bethlehem explain why Bethlehem 
was named “house of bread.” This 
side of the Incarnation, we recog-
nize that Boaz foreshadowed our 
great Kinsman-Redeemer, who has 
chosen a (largely) Gentile Bride in 
the form of the Church as He re-
deems those who were once out-
cast and hopeless. (Even Naomi 
foreshadows the restored joy of the 
forlorn Jews once they see the love 
expressed by the Redeemer for His 
Gentile bride.)

By the time that Boaz’s grand-
son, Jesse, was raising boys in the 
vicinity of Bethlehem, the city was 

also known for its shepherds and 
their flocks. This would continue 
through the time of Christ. Brock 
and Bodie Thoene have incorporat-
ed the site of Migdal Eder (“tower 
of the flock”), mentioned in Gene-
sis 35 and Micah 4:8 into The A.D. 
Chronicles, their fictional series 
built around the true, historical 
account of the life and ministry of 
Christ. Their research indicates 
that in Jesus’ time, temple lambs 
would have been bred and born in 
the vicinity of Bethlehem—often 
swaddled at birth to prevent injury 
that would have rendered them un-
suitable for sacrifice.

Site of a Census
We all know that while Mary was 
pregnant with Jesus, Caesar Augus-
tus mandated a census through-
out the Roman world. Unlike our 
decennial census required by the 
Constitution to determine congres-
sional representation, the Roman 
census was undertaken to ensure 
tax compliance. Joseph obligingly 
trekked to Bethlehem with his be-
trothed wife, Mary, because he was 
a descendant of David.

This is another example of God’s 
prophetic will working through the 
most unlikely of circumstances. 
For most Jews, the requirement 
to travel to their birthplace or an-
cestral home would have been an 
inconvenience to add to their re-
sentment of Roman oversight. But 
in the providence of God, the dic-
tates of an authoritarian pagan rul-
er ensured the perfect fulfillment 
of what He had already declared.

Much has been written and 
preached regarding the lack of room 
in the inn when Jesus’ earthly par-
ents arrived in Bethlehem. To our 
sensibilities, it seems cold-hearted 

And as for you, tower of the flock, 
hill of the daughter of Zion, to you 
it will come—even the former 
dominion will come, the kingdom 
of the daughter of Jerusalem.
Micah 4:8
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to turn away a pregnant woman 
about to give birth. But whether 
the innkeeper was reluctant to ren-
der his establishment unclean (and 
therefore unrentable) by the issue 
of blood involved in childbirth or 
whether the influx of people had 
actually overwhelmed the little 
town, Mary and Joseph were rele-
gated to a stable.

To cite Bodie Thoene, “Everything 
means something.” 

God did not ordain that His Son 
would be born in a palace or amidst 
the high and mighty. He willed that 
Jesus’ birthplace would be as hum-
ble as the Messiah Himself. Sur-
rounded by beasts, welcomed by a 
virgin mother and carpenter father, 
and worshiped by lowly shepherds, 
Jesus’ arrival was ignored by the 
hoity-toity and the hoi polloi alike. 
But His arrival was indeed noted by 
others.

Although our nativity scenes are 
replete with representative wise 
men, it is likely that the Wise Men 
from the East did not arrive for many 
weeks or months. Coming from the 
territory of the former Babylonian 
Empire, they had been anticipating 

the arrival of a Jewish Messiah-King 
because they were students of Dan-
iel’s prophecies. These magi from 
the Orient watched while they wait-
ed expectantly, and observed signs 
in the heavens that alerted them to 
Jesus’ birth.

Scripture records that they fol-
lowed the Star (whether supernat-
ural or a convergence of stars and 
planets) to arrive in Jerusalem. 
Their inquiries about the Messiah’s 
birth created quite a stir—revealing 
that prior to their arrival, no one in 
the Jewish capital had even been 
aware of His birth. Herod quickly 
invited them to his palace to deter-
mine the nature of their quest (not 

because he was devout or eager to 
worship, but because he was wary of 
any threat to his own closely-guard-
ed power). When he made inqui-
ries of the chief priests and scribes, 
they were well-versed in the biblical 
prophecies focused on the Jewish 
Messiah: He would be born in Beth-
lehem, the City of David.

But even as the foreign Magi ar-
rived eager to find and worship the 
newborn Messiah, Scripture does 
not record that a single priest or 
scribe bothered to go with them 
the handful of miles to see for 
themselves. In the words of James 
(1:22-25), they were not “doers of 
the word, [but] merely hearers who 
delude themselves.” 

A Rising Threat
As much upheaval as the news of 
Jesus’ birth caused in Jerusalem, 
there was another realm that was 
thrown into absolute revulsion and 
chaos: the spiritual realm.

Just like the Jewish chief priests 
and scribes, Satan knew that the 
Messiah would be born in Bethle-
hem; he just did not know when. 
Immediately after Jesus was born, 
Satan must have been prevented 
from threatening the newborn and 
His parents. But the Magi’s arrival 
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in Jerusalem presented an oppor-
tunity to steer Herod’s paranoid 
and wicked heart to commit a great 
evil—one that was also propheti-
cally foretold.

Upon learning exactly when the 
star appeared to guide the Wise 
Men toward Judea, Herod tried 
to manipulate them to return and 
disclose the Child’s exact location. 
When they left the area by another 
route (having been warned by God 
to avoid Herod and his schemes), 
the self-proclaimed Idumean king 
of the Jews became enraged. Herod 
ordered the massacre of all the 
male children in the vicinity of 
Bethlehem under two years old, 
indicating that his inquiry had led 
him to believe that Jesus was prob-
ably one to two years old.

Jeremiah’s tragic prophecy was 
fulfilled: “A voice was heard in Ra-
mah, weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
and she refused to be comforted, be-
cause they were no more” (Matthew 
2:18, citing Jeremiah 31:15). The rest-
ing place of Rachel was soaked in in-
nocent blood, but Joseph had been 
warned to take Jesus and Mary to 
Egypt to flee the carnage—setting 
up the fulfillment of yet another 
prophecy (Matthew 2:13-15).

Hope Turns to Fear
Following the birth of Jesus and the 
Holy Family’s escape, Bethlehem is 
not mentioned again in the pages 
of Scripture. But it has remained a 
touchstone to people of many faiths.

It is well known that Emperor 
Constantine’s mother, Helena, vis-
ited the Holy Land in about 325 AD 
and designated various sites related 
to key events in the life of Christ. 
There is some evidence that the 
Early Church tradition would have 
already recognized legitimate lo-
cations and even worshiped in the 
vicinity of Jesus’ birthplace (Beth-
lehem), hometown (Nazareth), 
ministry headquarters (Caper-
naum), and the Crucifixion site 
(Golgotha). But it may have been 
difficult to determine the exact lo-
cation of His birth, even 35 or 40 
years after the First Advent, when 
early Christians began to congre-
gate at the locations described in 
the Gospels.

It is also recorded that prior to 
the Roman emperor embracing 
Christianity, other rulers had at-
tempted to eradicate Christian 
faith in its very birthplace. In 135 
AD, Emperor Hadrian had ordered 
a temple to Adonis to be erected 

in the place where Jesus was born. 
He even commanded that a sacred 
grove be planted to obliterate the 
memory of the supposed Jewish 
Messiah. Yet over 100 years later, 
Origen (a Church Father from Al-
exandria) would reference Beth-
lehem as the place where “He was 
born, and the manger in the cave 
where He was wrapped in swad-
dling clothes”—citing a particular 
cave still identifiable in the city.

Based on his mother’s report, 
Constantine directed a basilica 
(church) to be built. It was dedicat-
ed on May 31, 339. Subsequently de-
stroyed by fire, Emperor Justinian 
built a new basilica in the mid-500s. 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping 
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for 
her children; and she was refusing to be 
comforted, because they were no more.”
Matthew 2:18

An Orthodox painting of  Emperor 
Constantine and his mother, Helena
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That structure formed the basis of 
the Church of the Nativity, which 
is still in Bethlehem today. But it 
was doomed to a long progression 
of claims and counterclaims by 
people of various Christian persua-
sions and even different faiths.

The first foreign assault in the 
Christian era occurred in the 600s, 
when a Persian army invaded Pal-
estine (the insulting name the Ro-
mans gave Israel following the First 
Century Jewish revolts). Still, some 
traditions were spared. Legend has 
it that the Persian commander 
Shahrbaraz decided not to raze the 
church because three magi wear-
ing Persian clothing were depicted 
above its entry door.

Following the Crusader peri-
od (in the 1100s), the city and the 
church were the contested proper-
ty of first one, then another king, 
emperor, or sultan. While the Is-
lamic Ottoman Empire controlled 
territory throughout the western 
Mediterranean, the church was re-
peatedly desecrated. Even today, 
visitors note that the primary entry 
door is surprisingly small—a mea-
sure taken to prevent Ottoman sol-
diers from riding their horses into 
the church.

Today, the Church of the Nativity 
is almost as dark and foreboding as 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
Division and rancor mark the rela-
tionships between the priests and 

advocates of the different Christian 
sects that claim to revere the site. 
That acrimony became so pitched 
and violent that in 1757, the Mus-
lim overlord of Palestine enacted 
what is known as the Status Quo, 
stipulating that all denominational 
boundaries at nine Christian sites 
would be frozen in place. Recog-
nized in subsequent European 
treaties, the Status Quo boundaries 
are still observed today.

That brief history lesson is meant 
to convey the (sometimes misguid-
ed) reverence given to the city and 
site of Jesus’ birth by Christians, 
and the disregard offered by those 
who have different allegiances. 
Even though Muslims are taught 
that Jesus was a prophet and 
should be honored as such, they ve-
hemently reject Christian belief in 
His divine nature and supernatural 
conception. And the Muslims living 
in Israel have become passionately 
revisionist about the circumstanc-
es surrounding Jesus’ birth. 

Jesus as Palestinian
As Islam came to dominate the Mid-
dle East, various Christian enclaves 
diminished or were overwhelmed 
and eradicated. That included the 
scholarly Christian bastions of Al-
exandria, Damascus, and Aleppo. 
I know that sizable Christian mi-
norities remain in those locations 
still today (at least until the Syrian 
civil war and the rise of ISIS deci-
mated the Syrian Church), but the 
Christian center moved markedly 
West. That fact is demonstrated 
by the renaming of Constantinople 
(the Eastern capital of the Ortho-
dox Church) as Istanbul, a marked-
ly Muslim city today.

With regard to Bethlehem, a sig-
nificant Christian population re-

Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem
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mained as well until very recent 
times. Most of the Palestinian Arabs 
living in Bethlehem (86%) claimed 
a Christian heritage as recently as 
1950, but that majority has dwin-
dled today to less than 10% in the 
face of relentless Muslim hostility. 
There seems to be a compulsion on 
the part of Muslims to seize—or at 
least attempt to assert their supe-
riority at—Christian holy sites. It 
is the reason the loudest (and lon-
gest) Muslim call to prayer in Israel 
is blared from the loudspeakers of 
the minaret erected immediately 
adjacent to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher. Muslims forget that al-
though the adhan (call to prayer) 
is loud enough to wake the dead, 
Jesus has already risen! (That de-
sire to mark territory and gain as-
cendancy also explains the Muslim 
attempt to erect a mosque at the 
9/11 site of the Twin Towers.) That 
drive to deny and destroy is evident 
in Bethlehem.

Even now, the remaining Chris-
tians in Bethlehem can point to 
Bethlehem University (Catho-
lic) and Bethlehem Bible Col-
lege (Evangelical). But like many 
self-described Christians through-
out Europe and the Western hemi-
sphere today, Christian identity is 
something most Palestinian Arabs 
see as a heritage, not a thriving 
faith or personal relationship.

A dear friend was once invited to 
Bethlehem Bible College to consid-
er possible teaching opportunities. 
During his meeting with the presi-
dent and staff, while also on a pil-
grimage trip, his hosts took offense 
when he referred to Israel as Isra-
el. The Arab Christians expressed 
great displeasure and counseled 
him never to refer to the land of 
Palestine by that odious name (Is-
rael). Their reverence for the Word 

of God and His promises to the 
people and the Land of Israel was 
trumped by their Palestinian Arab 
nationalism. My friend realized 
that he would not be able to teach 
the full counsel of God’s Word in 
such a place.

Even now, widespread propa-
ganda is asserting that Jesus was 
a Palestinian. Tragically, some 
professing Christ-followers have 
embraced virulent antisemitism, 
distorting His Jewish identity and 
denying God’s covenantal promis-
es to Israel.

One episode conveys this animos-
ity better than any other I know.

In the 1990s, a rash of terrorist 
attacks wracked Israel as Pales-
tinians sought to inflict great pain 
and suffering on the Jewish people. 
After one callous attack on Jewish 
civilians (always the softest target 
for terrorists), a band of Arabs fled 
toward Bethlehem and rushed into 
the Church of the Nativity. For a 
number of days, the IDF endeav-
ored to draw the terrorists out of 
the church without actually storm-
ing the building. They followed 

classic hostage protocol, with loud 
music, bright lights, and round-the-
clock negotiations. Eventually, IDF 
snipers exchanged gunfire with the 
terrorists as they fired from inside 
the church.

Finally, a deal was struck where-
by the terrorists would be allowed 
to travel unimpeded to Gaza. They 
arrived in the strip of land now 
controlled by Hamas and were wel-
comed as heroes. After their depar-
ture, the priests and monks admin-
istering the Church of the Nativity 
discovered bombs and booby traps 
left behind by the terrorists. They 
were forced to request the assis-
tance of IDF sappers (bomb dis-
posal experts) to defuse and re-
move the threatening devices.

Before reopening the church as a 
major tourist attraction, the “Chris-
tian” caretakers of the Church of 
the Nativity held a special service 
to ceremonially cleanse the build-
ing from the presence of the Jews. 
That reprehensible attitude (and 
the fact that the mafia-like Pales-
tinian Authority controls Bethle-
hem) is why Lamb & Lion Minis-
tries no longer goes there during 
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Pilgrimage trips. That, and the fact 
that my Jewish guide is likely to be 
targeted and killed if he dares to 
visit Bethlehem.

There are faithful Christians in 
Bethlehem. I know some of them 
personally. But the city is in the 
clutches of thugs who justify their 
hatred as part of their religious fer-
vor. That Satanic ideology has even 
infected many who claim to follow 
Jesus but reject His Jewishness 
and deny His faithfulness to His 
covenant with the descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. When 
even the name Israel is repugnant 
to those who call themselves Chris-
tian, it is obvious that they are wor-
shiping a false Christ.

But that attitude is growing more 
widespread by the day.

Bethlehem as a Symbol 
of Rising Darkness
Every Christmas, Christians 
around the world will sing carols 
describing the Nativity. They will 
display creches that include Je-
sus and His earthly parents, along 
with animals, shepherds, wise men, 
and angels (co-mingling the var-
ious players who are described by 

Matthew and Luke, although com-
pressing the timeline of their wor-
shipful visits). They will even wist-
fully imagine the little town where 
Jesus was born and try to picture 
the still pastures and dark streets 
of Jesus’ birthplace.

Simultaneously, too many of 
them will buy into the lie that Jesus 
was Palestinian—or at least far re-
moved from the Jewish people and 
nation of Israel we know today. In-
stead of sharing His love for Jews 
and Gentiles alike, they have—ei-
ther subconsciously or intention-
ally—decided that the Church has 
replaced Israel in the everlasting 
covenant established by God. Such 
a theology flies in the face of Paul’s 
writings in Romans 9-11 and the en-
tire sweep of God’s Word.

Why is this spiritual battle for the 
hearts and minds of Christians (let 
alone the attitude and prejudices of 
the unbelieving world) raging? Be-
cause Satan knows his time is short. 
He can discern the same signs of 
the times you and I should recog-
nize—and he knows Bible prophecy. 
He—perhaps more than any mortal 
creature—takes God at His Word, 
even though he is trying desperately 
to thwart God’s will and nullify His 

promises. Satan believes that if he 
can eradicate the Jews (something 
Haman, Herod, Hitler, and Hamas 
tried to do at different times in hu-
man history), he can prove God a 
liar. Although many will fall to his 
deceptions, the Devil will fail in that 
wicked endeavor.

When Phillips Brooks wrote the 
beloved carol, O Little Town of Beth-
lehem, he captured the desperate 
hope of every heart that cowers in 
darkness—even if ignorant of the 
Light. Everlasting Light shone in 
the little town, whose streets lay 
dark and still, and whose inhabi-
tants slept deep and dreamlessly.

The battle between Darkness and 
Light rages still today. But to all 
who call on Him, the Holy Child 
of Bethlehem will cast out sin and 
enter in, causing a dark heart to be 
born again.

Brooks’ song ends with a long-
ing cry for Christ to descend again. 
When He does—coming first for 
His Church and then to reign on 
the Earth—He will abide with us 
as Emmanuel, God with us, forever 
and ever.

Fear not, people of Bethlehem! Our 
Blessed Hope is coming soon!   

Phillips Brooks
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T H E  C O N S O L A T I O N  O F  

I S R A E L
Meg Price

Y
ears ago, in my high school choir’s Christmas 
program, a fellow student was given a solo that 
had been written by our choir director, echo-
ing the words of Simeon, who was described in 

Luke 2 as a righteous and devout man, “waiting for the 
Consolation of Israel.” When he beheld Jesus, Simeon 
said, “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in 
peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have seen 
Your salvation that You have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and 
for glory to Your people Israel.” I still sing those power-
ful words each Christmas season. 

After Simeon blessed the Lord, he blessed Joseph 
and Mary, who had brought Jesus to the Temple to 
present Him to the Lord (and isn’t that something to 
ponder—God the Son, having just been wrapped in 
human flesh, being brought to the Temple to be pre-
sented to God, His Father). We read in Luke 2:34-35, 
“And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His moth-
er, ‘Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise 
of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed—and a 

sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that 
thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.’ ”

As a woman living in 2025, I am struck by the fact 
that Simeon spoke directly “to Mary His mother,” in a 
time when women were not culturally front and cen-
ter. But how could the mother of the Messiah not be at 
least ‘stage right’ on this occasion of presenting Jesus 
at the Temple?

I was also once a young mother, and loved reading 
that Mary—so very young to carry such an incredible 
burden, and blessing—“treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). I have to 
wonder how many times over her Son’s years on Earth, 
and for all the years of her life, did the things she trea-
sured up in her heart pierce—or console—her soul. 

Mary’s song of praise during her stay with Eliza-
beth and Zechariah, recorded in Luke 1:46-55, shows 
a maturity beyond her years. Her words in verse 54, 
“He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance 
of His mercy,” allude to the prophetic fulfillment of 
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Psalm 98:3: “He has remembered 
his steadfast love and faithfulness 
to the house of Israel. All the ends 
of the Earth have seen the salvation 
of our God.” The world was being 
introduced to the Salvation of our 
God, Mary’s very own Son. 

But let’s return for a moment 
to Simeon and how Scripture de-
scribed him as “waiting for the 
Consolation of Israel.” The He-
brew root for “consolation”—
—“Naham,” as in the prophet Ne-
hemiah, can also mean solace and 
redemption. In English, we think of 
consoling as comforting someone 
after suffering.

Relief for the Suffering
In the years leading up to Jesus’ 
birth, the people of Israel were suf-
fering under Roman rule. Simeon 
was not the only one waiting for 
Israel’s Consolation that was to 
come through the long-expected 
Messiah. We see that longing with-
in the ranks of Jesus’ own disciples. 

Whether we’re talking about an-
cient or more recent history, the 
Jewish people have suffered and 
continue to suffer. Some of their 
suffering has most certainly been 
self-inflicted (or self-imposed?) 

because of their disobedience and 
God’s remedial judgments. Many 
Jews are indeed looking for con-
solation, but as Johnny Lee sang, 
they’re looking for it “in all the 
wrong places.” Which is to say, 
anywhere and everywhere EX-
CEPT in the only begotten Son of 
God. Immanuel, God WITH us, 
God the Son, who took on human 
flesh to pay our debt (another idea 
that rankles Jews—substitutionary 
atonement—but that is a topic for 
another time).

All Israel was indeed on the look-
out for God’s promised Consola-
tion. They watched for the Messi-
ah’s deliverance, which the people 
inferred would be deliverance from 

their suffering under Roman rule, 
in the form of a military deliverer. 
Many were disappointed when Je-
sus did not fill that role according 
to their expectations. 

All these years after the Mes-
siah’s First Coming, there is not 
much true consolation to be found 
among secular Israelis today. It’s 
one of the reasons Dan and I find it 
depressing to be in the Land during 
Christmas. As I have written here 
previously, it isn’t very encourag-
ing to be in the Land of the Savior’s 
birth only to see the day treated as 
a regular day. A day in which Dan 
and I have, in past years, gone to 
class and to work. Even Messianic 
believers downplay the celebration 
of the Savior’s birth. While I un-
derstand their frustration at our 
choosing to celebrate on December 
25th—a date that most likely does 
not coincide with the actual date 
of Jesus’ birth—I think we should 
at least acknowledge His birth on 
a day, because without His birth, 
there would have been no death, 
burial, and resurrection. 

As the years, the centuries, the 
millennia have passed, Jews have 
suffered. However, their suffering 
does not seem to motivate them 

But Mary treasured 
up all these things, 
pondering them 
in her heart.
Luke 2:19

He has remembered his steadfast 
love and faithfulness to the house 
of Israel. All the ends of the earth 
have seen the salvation of our God.
Psalm 98:3
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to continue waiting for the Messi-
ah. Instead, their years of suffering 
seem to have caused them to stop 
watching and waiting altogether. 
So I was surprised when, during a 
recent lesson with my Hebrew tu-
tor, she made a statement I was not 
expecting. 

The morning of my lesson, I 
learned the news that a dear Amer-
ican friend had passed away. I used 
my lesson as another opportunity 
to share with her the hope I have 
as a believer, even as I grieved the 
news I’d received. I explained that 
while I mourned for his wife and 
children in their loss, I rejoiced 
that our friend was with the Lord, 
whole and no longer suffering from 
the cancer that had ravaged his 
physical body.

My tutor is a very secular Israeli 
Jew, so it surprised me when she 
said that “all Israel is waiting for 
the Messiah.” I wasn’t sure I had 
heard her correctly; remember, 
we were speaking Hebrew. When 
I asked her for clarification as to 
whether or not she, a self-described 
secular Jew, was waiting for the 
Messiah’s coming, she said that she 
was not. She clarified that she had 
been speaking of religious Jews as 
those still waiting for the Messiah’s 
appearance.

What are You 
Looking For?
Since October 7, 2023, many Israe-
lis have been seeking answers and 
even demanding them. Many—es-
pecially those who lost loved ones 
and those whose family members 
were taken hostage—have demand-
ed answers from their governmen-
tal and military leaders. In the two 
millennia since the Messiah’s first 
appearing, very little has changed 

on this front. Back to the words 
of Mary’s song, God’s mercy has 
helped His servant Israel survive 
the worst the world has thrown at 
them over the years, but most Jews 
failed then and still fail today to 
recognize God’s mercy in sending 
His one and only Son. The vast ma-
jority refuse to see His “steadfast 
love and faithfulness to the house 
of Israel.” 

As believers, we “have seen the 
salvation of our God,” the “light for 
revelation to the Gentiles,” and we 
have been given the great privilege 
and responsibility to share with the 
people of Israel their Messiah, the 
Hope of the nations, the “Consola-
tion of Israel,” for the glory of God’s 
people Israel.

Dan and I love living in Israel 
(every day except Christmas Day), 
and we know what an incredible 
blessing the Lord has given us in 
calling us here. We love the people 
of Israel, and our desire is for their 
consolation—remembering that 
one of the meanings of consolation 
is “redemption.” We strive to share 

with our friends and neighbors 
here—the “weary world” around 
us—the thrill of hope that we cele-
brate during this Christmas season, 
the hope we so desire that they will 
know, the hope that came in the 
Savior’s birth. The hope that keeps 
us looking for and praying for the 
soon return of Immanuel, God 
with us. 

*This article uses the ESV translation.

Dan and Meg Price are the 
husband-and-wife team be- 
hind Front Row Seat Min-
istries. Serving the Lord in 
northern Israel, they are a 
treasured sister ministry to 
Lamb & Lion. Their warm and 
insightful 3-in-3 commen-
taries can be accessed at:  
frontrowseatministries.org
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EVERYTHING MEANS SOMETHING
Brock and Bodie Thoene

In the sixth month, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. (Luke 1:26-27, NIV)

Why Mary?
When confronted with life-chang-
ing words from an angelic messen-
ger, Mary’s response was not only 
immediate belief, but action. She 
traveled to see pregnant Elizabeth!

Mary, whose name means “bitter 
rebellion,” would carry the prom-
ised Son of God in her womb. But, 
unlike Eve, Mary was no rebel.  She 
was favored by the Lord above all 
women. He had searched her heart, 
found no bitterness there, and de-
clared her worthy. Her humble 
acceptance of her role in God’s 

eternal plan displayed a faith like 
Abraham’s.

When the angel appeared to Mary, 
he brought her a word from God. 
Because of her belief, she received 
the Word into her spirit. Then, nine 
months later, that Eternal-Word-
Made-Flesh dwelt among us. Such a 
miracle!

That miracle continues today. Re-
ceiving God’s Word into your spirit 
and believing in the power of the 
Holy Spirit results in having God’s 
Word present and alive in you.

Why Joseph?
All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “The virgin will be 
with child and will give birth 
to a son, and they will call him  

Immanuel,”—which means, “God 
with us” (Matthew 1:22-23).

Mary and Joseph were both de-
scendants of David, but through 
different ancestors. Joseph’s ances-
tor, King Jeconiah, was cursed for 
turning from the Lord, and thus 
the Messiah could not come from 
his lineage. Mary’s line from David 
remained blessed. So each played a 
different role in redemption. Mary 
would bring forth the Redeemer. 
Joseph was among those in David’s 
lineage who would be redeemed.

Joseph—so ordinary, but gifted 
with humility and faith—would 
play a pivotal role not only for his 
generation, but for all generations 
to come, throughout the world and 
for all Eternity! His life is proof 
that God uses ordinary people to 
accomplish His plans.
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EVERYTHING MEANS SOMETHING
Why Bethlehem?

He tends his flock like a shep-
herd; he gathers the lambs in his 
arms and carries them close to 
his heart. (Isaiah 40:11)

Ask anyone who celebrates 
Christmas where the Christ Child 
was born, and most will name 
Bethlehem. Carols memorialize 
its fame. Many could also explain 
why dusty, insignificant Bethlehem 
was chosen for such an import-
ant event. In Hebrew, Bethlehem 
means “House of Bread.” It was 
prophesied that the Messiah, “the 
Bread sent down from heaven to 
feed the souls of mankind,” would 
be a descendant of King David. He 
would also be born in the same city 
where David, the shepherd-king of 
Israel, was born—Bethlehem.

This article was taken from 
Brock and Bodie Thoene’s book 
Why a Manger? The Thoenes are 
a gifted husband-and-wife writ-
ing team known for their bibli-
cally-accurate historical fiction. 
Many portions of their book are 
taken from The Nativity Trilo-
gy (Fourth Dawn, Fifth Seal, and 
Sixth Covenant) within The A.D. 
Chronicles—a 12-book series 
based on the life of Christ.

I have been personally bless-
ed by the Thoene’s writing and 
have recommended their books 
to countless Christian readers 
over the years. The title of this 
article cites an oft-stated Thoene 
truism regarding the beauty and 
scope of God’s Word: “every-
thing means something.”

You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will 
come for me one who will be rul-
er over Israel, whose origins are 
from of old, from ancient times. 
(Micah 5:2, NIV)

John the Baptist called Jesus not 
only the “Son of God” (John 1:34) but 
also the “Lamb of God” (John 1:36).

The Firstborn Lamb of God 
would sacrifice His Life to atone 
for the sins of all—a one-time per-
fect sacrifice, offered by the Father 
God Himself.

Where else would “the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29) have to be born 
if not Bethlehem, among the sacred 
Temple flocks? 
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RABBI YESHUA

A
sk any Christian the name of the Messiah, and 
they will almost always say, “Jesus.” That Name 
above all names is correct, but it is actually the 
Greek (Iesous), then the German (Jesus, where 

J is pronounced Y), and now the English version of 
our Savior’s given Name. Mary and Joseph were both 
told to name their Son Yeshua, which means “God is 
Salvation.”

We do not believe Jesus is offended when we pro-
nounce His wonderful Name in our native tongue, 
any more than I would be offended to hear my name 
pronounced differently by a friend who speaks a dif-
ferent language. But it is essential to understand the 
Jewishness of Jesus, and to realize that when He min-
istered on the Earth, His disciples first referred to Him 
as “Rabbi.”

Dr. James Hugg, a long-serving Trustee of Lamb & 
Lion Ministries, has written Rabbi Yeshua, a book that 
emphasizes Jesus’ Jewish roots—along with the Jew-
ish flavor of the rest of the Gospel narratives. In an age 
when many Jews are still suspicious of the (primarily) 
Gentile Church, given the persecution they have ex-
perienced at the hands of Christians, it is important 

to convey to them that the original followers of “The 
Way” were Jews, and that Yeshua fulfilled the prophet-
ic expectations of the Jewish prophets.

James Hugg learned of his own personal Jewish her-
itage as an adult, but all of us who follow Jesus/Yeshua 
would benefit by respecting the Jewish context of the 
Founder of Christianity.

James, what motivated you to undertake this proj-
ect, and how long did it take you to pull together 
all the texts?

We were living in Israel for seven years, active 
in a Messianic Jewish congregation, when I asked 
the LORD first, to teach me to be a fisher of men, 
especially for the not-yet saved Jews. And second, 
to participate in the reconciliation of Gentiles to 
the Jewish Yeshua, supporting fulfillment of the 
Elijah reconciliation prophecy at the end of the 
book of Malachi. The answer to my prayer was an 
urge to write a book combining multiple teach-
ing features: 1) use the Messianic Bible transla-
tion of the late Dr. David Stern; 2) harmonize the 
four Gospel eyewitness accounts; 3) put the ac-

TO THE JEW FIRST AND ALSO TO THE GENTILE
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counts in chronological order; 
4) point to and quote fulfilled 
prophecies in the life of Yesh-
ua; and 5) insert my editorial 
comments including several 
essays to explain Jewish Bib-
lical traditions.  I worked on 
this writing project, off and 
on, for almost 20 years.

You weave in some essays to ex-
pand on the straightforward nar-
rative conveyed in the Gospels 
and other biblical texts. How 
did you choose which topics or 
controversies (like the timing of 
Yeshua’s birth and death) to ad-
dress?

You recall that the lead char-
acter in “Fiddler on the Roof” 
was Tevye, who explained how 
vital “Tradition” is in Jew-
ish life. Well, it’s the same in 
the Gentile church. Because 
we have lost connection with 
the Jewish roots of our Chris-
tian faith, we have substituted 
manmade traditions instead. 
Two of the best examples con-
cern the birth and death of Ye-
shua (Christmas and Easter). 
One essay shows how we can 
calculate with reasonable cer-
tainty that Yeshua was born 
during the Feast of Sukkot (or 
Tabernacles) in September or 
October, 5 B.C., rather than 
on December 25th. Further-
more, Yeshua was likely born 
in a house rather than in a sta-
ble. Another essay solves the 
mystery of how Yeshua ful-
filled His oft-repeated proph-
ecy that he would spend three 
days and three nights in the 
tomb before His resurrection, 
rather than a traditional Good 
Friday crucifixion.  Traditions 
can be good when we label 
them as such. But it is cru-

cial to distinguish Biblical ac-
counts from man’s traditions.

So many Gentile Christians to-
day say that they love Jesus, but 
feel no particular love for the 
Jewish people. Or, if they do love 
Jews that they know personally, 
they are ambivalent or hostile to-
ward the nation of Israel. What 
would you say to them?

The Bible is primarily a sto-
ry about God’s dealings with 
a particular people called the 
Hebrews, or the Israelites, 
or more commonly today, 
simply the Jews. God chose 
them to make an example of 
the Jews, blessing them when 
they obeyed and punishing 
them when they did not, but 
never wavering in His love 
and promises to them.

The most significant evi-
dence that Yeshua is coming 
soon is the existence of the 
nation of Israel. God made 
many promises to Israel, and 
the fact that He is keeping 
those promises, despite the 
human failures of the Jews, 

should strengthen our faith 
that He will keep every prom-
ise to the predominantly 
Gentile Church. Yeshua said 
that the way we treat the least 
of His Jewish brothers and 
sisters is how we are treating 
Him. When we bless Israel, 
called “the apple of God’s 
eye,” God reciprocates by 
blessing us. 

What would you say to Jewish 
skeptics who consider Jesus to be 
the “Gentile Messiah,” but cer-
tainly not the Anointed One an-
ticipated by the Jewish prophets?

The Jewish prophets an-
ticipated two Messiahs! The 
One for whom the Jews were 
and still are waiting is called 
“Messiah, Son of David,” or 
the Conquering King. He’s 
the Messiah the Palm Sunday 
crowds wanted to crown as 
their king – a warrior to de-
feat the Roman conquerors. 
But the Jewish sages identi-
fied a second “Messiah, Son 
of Joseph,” or the Suffering 
Servant. Very few Jews were 
waiting for that Messiah, but 

Ya'Akov (James) Hugg, PhD
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that is precisely the role that 
Yeshua played. No one else 
could possibly be the Messiah 
– it is mathematically certain 
that Yeshua is the only candi-
date. He came at the appoint-
ed time, according to Daniel’s 
and Balaam’s prophecies. He 
had the perfect genealogy, re-
corded by Matthew and Luke. 
Yeshua lived a sinless life as 
He fulfilled over one hundred 
Messianic prophecies, offered 
Himself as the perfect Pass-
over Lamb sacrifice, wore our 
crown of thorns, was crucified 
in our place, died and defeated 
death, rose from the grave, and 
ascended to Heaven to sit at 
God’s right hand. Now, when 
Yeshua returns, the Jews will 
learn that One Perfect Jew, 
Rabbi Yeshua, fulfilled both 
Messiah prophecies.

You and your family made Ali-
yah—living in Israel itself for 
seven years. What did you learn 
as you dwelt among the Jewish 
people of Eretz Yisrael?

I was very pleasantly sur-
prised to encounter many 
Jews who seemingly love the 
LORD God and are seeking 
Him fervently. They take very 
seriously the greatest com-
mand to love God with all 
their heart, soul, mind, and 
strength. God promised in 
Deuteronomy that if we seek 
Him with all our heart and 
soul, we will find Him. I be-
lieve that we are beginning to 
see a flood of Jews find Rabbi 
Yeshua as their Messiah.

As a long-serving Trustee with 
Lamb & Lion Ministries, how 
does our message proclaiming 
the soon return of the Messiah 
dovetail into both the Gospel and 
the Jewish origins of our faith?

I have been a Trustee since 
1982 and have witnessed many 
signs of the times awaken as 
prophecies begin to be ful-
filled. Never before have we 
seen such a convergence of 
all types of signs. I don’t know 
when Yeshua will return to 

rapture His bride or when the 
Tribulation will begin, but I 
know we are in the season, 
and I pray that any moment 
He will call us upward to meet 
Him in the clouds. In less than 
five more years, we will cel-
ebrate 2,000 years since His 
resurrection. His return is 
sooner than ever before. Will 
the Son of Man find faith on 
the earth when He returns 
(Luke 8:8)? True faith certain-
ly incorporates the Jewishness 
of our savior Yeshua and un-
derstands the Jewish roots of 
our Christian faith.

Rabbi Yeshua will be a stimulat-
ing read and a valuable resource 
for anyone who wants and dares 
to understand that Jesus came as 
a Jew, first shared the Gospel with 
Jews, and is coming again to reign 
as King of the Jews. The eyewitness 
accounts it conveys offer a clear 
understanding of the Jewish roots 
of the Christian faith—making it 
a must-read and a life-altering gift 
for Jews and Gentiles alike. 
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Nathan Jones

A s the Christmas season gently wraps 
around us, as if in a warm blanket fresh 
and fragrant from the dryer, no church 
service would feel complete without the 

reading of this wondrous Christmas-time passage:

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince  
of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.  
(Isaiah 9:6-7 KJV).

Many over the centuries have attributed Isaiah’s 
prophecy concerning the birth of the Messiah to the 
Advent of Christ, instituting an ecclesiastical king-
dom—the Church Age. But, in actuality, this passage 

points much farther in time to the coming of an even 
greater kingdom—the Millennial Kingdom.

As we are currently living in this Church Age, we 
find ourselves suffering in a world filled with fear, vio-
lence, and strife. The unending peace promised by the 
prophet remains seasonal and fleeting. In contrast, 
Isaiah was revealing a King and Kingdom that would 
do away with all these vices. He prophesied what our 
hearts have so long desired—that the peace of Christ-
mas would last all year long.

Conqueror of the Three Tyrants
If a kingdom bears the reflection of the one or ones 
who rule over it, then this coming Kingdom of Christ 
certainly emulates the divinity of its Messianic King. 
And the book of Isaiah especially does great justice in 
describing the righteous character of its Monarch.

In Isaiah’s passage, the Son of God is identified as 
the ultimate head over all government during His 
kingdom reign. He will utter wonderful and consoling 

The

Of The
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words to His subjects. As the Son 
rules righteously from the throne 
of David, His awesome power will 
ensure a peaceful regime.

To achieve such universal world 
peace presupposes a universal rec-
ognition of God and a willful sub-
jection to His judgment. And, for 
those who choose to disobey His 
moral law, Christ will bring about 
swift judgment, but all in perfect 
justice, for He will rule with great 
zeal and attention over His realm.

In commenting on Isaiah 9, Mar-
tin Luther concluded that when 
righteousness defines such a king-
dom, it will naturally conquer what 
he labeled the Three Tyrants: (1) 
sin, (2) death, and (3) the Devil. 
Luther elaborated: “The rule of sin 
is broken. The yoke of death is de-
stroyed. The law which condemns 
has been subdued.”

Banner of the 
Harmonious Whole
We learn a whole lot more about the 
righteous character of the King and 
kingdom from reading Isaiah 11:

There shall come forth a Rod 
from the stem of Jesse, and a 

Branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon Him, the Spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord.

His delight is in the fear of the 
Lord, and He shall not judge 
by the sight of His eyes, nor de-
cide by the hearing of His ears; 
but with righteousness He shall 
judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; 
He shall strike the earth with 
the rod of His mouth, and with 
the breath of His lips He shall 
slay the wicked. Righteousness 
shall be the belt of His loins, and 
faithfulness the belt of His waist.

And in that day there shall be a 
Root of Jesse, who shall stand as 
a banner to the people; for the 
Gentiles shall seek Him, and His 
resting place shall be glorious 
(verses 1-5, 10 NKJV).

In this passage, the righteous rul-
er is described puzzlingly as both “a 
Rod from the stem of Jesse” as well 
as “a Root of Jesse.” How can the 
King be at the same time both an 
ancestor and a descendant? To find 

the answer, we look to the Messi-
anic significance embedded within 
Isaiah’s description. The passage 
not only identifies an individual 
king of human descent born out of 
the line of David’s father, Jesse, but 
also, by virtue of its context, notes 
that the king would also be the 
forefather of Jesse. In presenting 
us with this supposed conundrum, 
Isaiah intended for us to under-
stand that this righteous Ruler can 
only be the prophesied Messianic 
King, for while a Man, He also hails 
from divine and ancient origins.

In reading about the righteous 
character of the King in Isaiah 11, 
expositor Richard Brand beautiful-
ly likened Isaiah’s portrayal of the 
coming of the Holiness of God to 
“floating airily into one’s room on 
a springtime breeze to the sounds 
of the lovely stringed music of Vi-
valdi.” The “Branch” will possess 
three specific pairs of these beauti-
ful gifts, which are identified as (1) 
wisdom and understanding, (2) the 
Spirit of counsel and might, and 
(3) the Spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. Brand explained 
that according to the first pair, the 
King will possess the practical acu-
men required to arbitrate political 

The people who walk in darkness will see a 
great light; those who live in the land of the 
shadow of death, the light will shine on them. 
You shall multiply the nation, You shall make 
great their gladness; they will be glad in Your 
presence as with the gladness of harvest, as 
men rejoice when they divide the spoil.
Isaiah 9:2-3
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and judicial affairs. According to 
the second pair, He will possess the 
qualities for advancing diplomat-
ic negotiations and consolidating 
military authority. And, according 
to the third pair, He will validate 
the piety of the ideal king, there-
by confirming His status as God’s  
instrument.

Godly wisdom, divine counsel, 
and perfect righteousness—do 
those characterize the fallen lead-
ers of our governments today? Most 
certainly not! No wonder commen-
tators have described Isaiah’s Mes-
sianic passage as “brimming with 
imagery that has shaped the imag-
inations of Jews and Christians for 
centuries.” For, as Brand so aptly 
identified, “All of us will be living 
together in a harmonious whole. 
This will be the place where all  
creation lives in peace.”

Defender of Truth 
and Justice
Other defining characteristics of 
the Messianic King’s reign include 
perfect justice and absolute truth. 
Let’s look again at the writings of 
Isaiah and Micah. These two proph-
ets echoed each other’s prophecy, 

declaring that the King will serve 
as both lawgiver and judge. “Out 
of Zion the law shall go forth, and 
the word of the Lord from Jerusa-
lem. He shall judge between many 
peoples, and rebuke strong nations 
afar off” (Micah 4:1-3; see also  
Isaiah 2:2-4).

Both Micah and Isaiah shared a 
powerful vision of a future that will 
stand in stark contrast to humani-
ty’s distasteful experience with to-
day’s failed rulers. They leave the 
righteous yearning for the day when 
King Jesus will finally transform 
this chaotic world. Mount Zion 
will become the Supreme Court of 
the world. And the Messianic King 
will rule as suzerain (Commander 

in Chief and Supreme Judge) over 
all nations, for He alone will hold 
all legitimate power to govern and 
judge (see also Psalms 2; 47; 82; 95; 
96; 98; 99).

Isaiah compelled his readers to 
“look upon Zion, the city of our ap-
pointed feasts; your eyes will see 
Jerusalem, a quiet home… There 
the majestic Lord will be… (For the 
Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our 
Lawgiver, the Lord is our King; He 
will save us)” (Isaiah 33:20-22).

A judge is usually perceived as 
one who brings condemnation to 
the guilty. Instead, during the Mil-
lennial Kingdom, Christ’s presence 
will be welcomed as Savior.

Isaiah also proclaimed the Messi-
anic King’s tireless passion for jus-
tice: “He will bring forth justice for 
truth. He will not fail nor be discour-
aged, till He has established justice 
in the earth; and the coastlands shall 
wait for His law” (Isaiah 42:3-4).

Jesus recited this passage to the 
multitudes whom He was teaching 
in Matthew 12 (see verses 18-21). 
He did so to reveal Himself as this 
prophesied divine Lawgiver. We 
can take away three main reflec-
tions from Christ’s teachings in 
Matthew 12: (1) His compassionate 

Now it will be that in the last days 
the mountain of the house of Yahweh 
will be established as the head of 
the mountains, and will be lifted up 
above the hills, and the peoples will 
stream to it.
Micah 4:1

For Yahweh is our judge, 
Yahweh is our lawgiver, 
Yahweh is our king; 
He will save us—
Isaiah 33:22
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miracles, (2) His silence imposed 
on the cured, and (3) His withdraw-
al from the plotting Pharisees.

Jesus modeled justice tempered 
by gentleness and restraint, with a 
policy toward the weak and vulner-
able, and He did so in an extraor-
dinarily merciful, tender, and even-
handed way. The life of Christ was 
meant to provide us with a tem-
plate for what our lives will truly be 
like once we are living in truth and 
justice, as we will during the Mil-
lennial Kingdom.

Worthy Servant of 
the Exalted Courts
Isaiah also pointed out that those 
who will one day stand in the mil-
lennial court of the Lord will ex-
hibit the same awestruck wonder 
as those who once stood before the 
exalted courts of King Solomon: 
“Behold, My Servant shall deal 
prudently; He shall be exalted and 
extolled and be very high… Kings 
shall shut their mouths at Him” 
(Isaiah 52:13, 15). As Wycliffe Bible 
translator Kenneth Litwak rightly 
noted, “The Servant’s exaltation is 
without precedent.”

Isaiah 52 doesn’t merely prophe-
sy Judah’s remnant returning home 
one day from Babylonian captivity 
under Cyrus; instead, God was pre-
senting something greater in mind: 
an ultimate deliverance from the 
Lord—one that He will bring about 
through the mysterious character 
known only as “My Servant.” The 
suffering of My Servant had made 
Him worthy of such great exalta-
tion; a glory prescribed only to God.

Remember that during Jesus 
Christ’s earthly ministry, He was 
looked upon as homely, weak, and 
an outlier. Aside from His ride into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, Jesus 
rarely received His due exaltation 
from the masses.

And yet, due to My Servant’s self-
less actions in bringing salvation to 
humanity, the citizens of the Mil-
lennial Kingdom will equate Christ 
as being truly worthy of receiving 
the same glory as the God of the 
universe. Those who appear before 
the Servant’s courts will gape and 
marvel at this transformation. We, 
too, will wonder open-mouthed, 
amazed by Christ’s gracious and 
divine justice, and will exalt Him 

Thus He will sprinkle many 
nations, kings will shut their 
mouths on account of Him; for 
what had not been told them 
they will see, and what they had 
not heard they will understand.
Isaiah 52:15

with all the praise due such a righ-
teous liege.

It is in the Millennial Kingdom 
that Isaiah’s Christmas prophe-
cy will have at last been fulfilled. 
The trials and tribulations of this 
corrupted Church Age will have 
passed. Then and there, the world 
will finally know righteousness, 
justice, and peace, having received 
the rewards for our hope. And the 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will per-
form this! 
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If you would like to learn more, 
The Coming Millennial Kingdom 
by Nathan Jones is available now at  
LambLion.com, or call 972-736-3567.
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H O P E S   A N D  F E A R S  O N  T H E

Tim Moore

On September 10th, Christian Conservative 
advocate Charlie Kirk was assassinated 
while speaking at a college in Utah. His 
murder was quickly understood to be an 

assassination because he was a nationally recognized 
figure and his murderer was motivated by a deep ha-
tred for his ideological views.

What could have become a lit fuse on a powder keg 
quickly turned into a contrast along political and ideo-
logical lines. No mass riots, or burned cities, or ram-
pant violence ensued as Kirk’s supporters responded 
in outrage. Instead, those who appreciated Charlie 
Kirk’s bold assertion of Christian faith and Conserva-
tive policies held prayer vigils and peaceful tributes.

It was the Left that could not help itself from heap-
ing scorn on the murdered man and even celebrating 
his murder. The vitriol was so pronounced that many 
celebrants lost their jobs for blatant insensitivity and 
callous inhumanity.

Followers of Christ who hold God’s Word in high re-
gard and discern the times we are living in should not 
be surprised. Speaking of the End Times, Daniel re-
corded these prophetic words: “Many will be purged, 
cleansed, and refined, but the wicked will act wickedly; 
and none of the wicked will understand, but those who 
have insight will understand” (Daniel 12:10).

It should not surprise us that “the wicked act wicked-
ly.” What does surprise us is when the script is flipped 
and behavior is countercultural—like the old “Man 
bites dog” headline. The idea that millions of young 
people would be deeply wounded and righteously out-
raged—yet constrain themselves to peaceful assem-
bly and advocacy—that should have the attention of 
the entire nation. And when a grieving young widow 
forgives her husband’s assassin on national TV, the 
world takes notice and will be drawn to the Hope that 
is within her.

HOME FRONT
For Lamb & Lion Ministries' 
commentary on Charlie Kirk's 
assassination, CLICK HERE.
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We’ve seen enough violence, may-
hem, and murder to know that there 
is growing concern that our cities 
are pitching over into godlessness. 
The results are plain to see and 
cause for real and rising fear.

Turning Point on the 
Wide Road to Perdition
Yet this moment may prove to be 
a turning point, if not for the na-
tion then at least for many who are 
waking up to the challenge of living 
out their own faith in Jesus Christ 
and letting His Light shine through 
them in an increasingly dark world. 
The widespread response of Chris-
tian young people that they want to 
live (and serve the Lord) like Char-
lie Kirk offers real hope.

Our culture, our nation, and our 
world seem to be on an unstop-
pable trajectory. Filled with hate 
and bent toward violence (the very 
meaning of the word “hamas” in 
Scripture), the wicked will contin-
ue to act wickedly. Satan is glee-
fully inspiring murderous rage in 
those whose hearts are not filled 
with the Holy Spirit. But God is not 
dead and His Holy Spirit is stirring 
in the hearts of those who are His.

As the moment of Jesus’ return 
draws nearer by the day, hopes and 
fears will continue to rise. In the 
end, the realization of the hopes—
and the elimination of the fears—
will once again be met in Him.

While we wait, let’s encourage one 
another to set aside fear and act on 
the hope that is ours—the Blessed 
Hope that Jesus is coming soon. 
Make a point to encourage a young 
person to serve boldly in such a time 
as this, for their generation must 
carry the torch that can illuminate 
dark hearts until Christ comes.

But today, haters of America and 
our Judeo-Christian heritage are 
not just attacking us from overseas.  
They are multiplying within our 
midst—and the ideology of hate 
has infected scores of young people 
who are being steeped in a loath-
ing of everything that once made 
America great—beginning with the 
Truth claim that our blessings, our 
freedoms, and our very lives are a 
gift from Almighty God.

In recent weeks, a leading Dem-
ocratic Senator has actually deni-
grated the words of the Declaration 
of Independence affirming that our 
liberties are endowed to all of us by 
our Creator God.

Now, we have experienced yet 
another turning point—right on 
the eve of the anniversary of 9/11.

In September, a young man who 
had been indoctrinated by wicked 
ideologies lashed out with homi-
cidal rage.  His own family has de-
scribed how he became filled with 
hate, rejecting the faith of his par-
ents and embracing the mantras of 
the Left.  Tragically, his violent rage 
(the very definition of the word, 
Hamas) manifested in his assassina-
tion of Charlie Kirk—a Conservative 
provocateur who was unashamed to 
profess his Christian faith.

Many shall be purified, and made 
white, and tried; but the wicked 
shall do wickedly: and none of 
the wicked shall understand; but 
the wise shall understand.
Daniel 12:10, KJV

Erika Kirk

Hamas - zealous 
rage and violence
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Provocateur = a person who insti-
gates conversation to advocate for 
a particular worldview and chal-
lenge others to engage in debate or 
dialogue.

Some will key on the word 
“provocateur,” but in this context 
the word simply means one who 
provokes dialogues or arguments 
regarding worldviews and truth 
claims.  He did so by treating those 
who disagreed with him with digni-
ty and grace—consistently inviting 
them to engage in a dialogue, mod-
eling the Lord’s own invitation: 
“Come, let us reason together” 
(Isaiah 1:18).

Many on the Left (and some on 
the Right) do not want to reason—
they do not want to debate or dis-
cuss or offer dignity.  They simply 
label their foes as deplorables and 
seek to impose their worldview on 
everyone.

The reaction to the murder 
of Charlie Kirk has been telling.  
Young Christians who were in-
spired by his message gathered to 
mourn and console one another—
seeking to overcome a collective 
shock to their generation.  But they 
also came together to praise the 
Lord and commit themselves to 
being watchmen and watchwomen 
in our darkening world.

On the other side, those given 
over to the darkness have celebrat-
ed Charlie’s murder, gloating that 
his voice has been silenced—even 
as they fail to realize that a million 
Charlie Kirks will now follow in his 
footsteps.

The divide in America and around 
the world seems to be growing wid-
er by the day.  Satan is raging be-
cause he knows his time is short.  
He is our enemy.  Those who re-

ject Christ are raging because their 
hearts are filled with confusion, 
hate, and despair.  But that does not 
make them our enemy; as Charlie 
Kirk realized, that makes them our 
mission field.

The scenes playing out around 
the country right now prove that 
we are at a turning point.  Will we 
turn back (or REPENT) from the 
destructive course we are on?  Or 
will our society continue to flaunt 
its rebellion against the God who 
has blessed America?

Moses offered the Children of Is-
rael an unequivocable, black-and-
white choice, saying, “I call heaven 
and earth to witness against you 
today, that I have set before you 
life and death, the blessing and the 
curse.  So choose life in order that 
you may live, you and your descen-
dants” (Deut. 30:19).

Less than a generation later, Josh-
ua recognized his people’s tenden-

cy to wander away from the God 
of blessing.  He challenged them 
to CHOOSE whom they would 
serve—the false gods of the age 
or the true and living God.  Josh-
ua made the bold declaration that 
regardless of THEIR choice, he and 
his house would serve the Lord 
(Joshua 24:15).

Our nation is at an inflection 
point.  I pray that in hindsight 
this will be seen as a turning point 
for the USA—and for individuals 
around the world who decide to 
follow Jesus.

You may not think you can im-
pact a nation.  Charlie Kirk’s life 
proves that one person, inspired by 
power of the Gospel and willing to 
speak Truth, engage with the lost, 
and shine the Light of Christ in the 
darkness CAN impact countless 
lives.

Choose this day whether YOU 
will rise to that challenge.

Godspeed. 

But if it is disagreeable in your 
sight to serve the Lord, choose 
for yourselves today whom you 
will serve: whether the gods 
which your fathers served... 
but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15, NASB

Repent - to turn 
back or turn around
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IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING 
By  Michael Youssef

A
s a Coptic Christian born in Egypt and as a person 
who spent years in academia—including earning a 
Ph.D. from Emory University in Atlanta studying 
radical Islamic movements—I speak with authori-

ty when I warn against the menace of Islamism, which 
is overwhelmingly invading the West.

For decades, I’ve warned that this ideology is not just 
incompatible with Western civilization; it rejects coex-
istence entirely, seeking takeover. Now, Islamists have 
formed an unholy alliance with Marxists—two groups 
who would normally be at each other’s throats, yet 
now are uniting throughout Europe and North Amer-
ica for the purpose of wreaking havoc on the West. 
Their ultimate purpose is to build a seventh-century 
Arabian desert Utopia out of the wreckage of Western 
civilization.

“There’s a growing unholy alliance between  
Islamists and socialists.”

Antisemitism as a Harbinger
Crimes against Jewish Americans continue to make 
headlines, from the killing of the young couple in 
Washington, D.C., to the blatant antisemitic attack by 
an illegal Egyptian migrant in Boulder, Colorado. The 
Jews, however, are the canaries in the coal mine. The 
larger target, where the sights of radical Islamists are 
locked, is Western civilization.

These incidents are not isolated; they’re harbingers of 
chaos fueled by open borders and judicial obstruction. 
Christians and moral people everywhere must wake up, 
discern the truth, and reclaim our culture before it’s 
lost. We must share Christ’s Gospel boldly. Make no 
mistake about it: Even if Westerners themselves aren’t 
aware of it, Western civilization is the byproduct of the 
Christian reformation of the 14th century.

WHY CHRISTIANS MUST WAKE UP TO THE THREAT OF RADICAL ISLAM

W O L V E S
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Radical Islam’s goal is clear: not 
compatibility, but a global caliph-
ate. In The Third Jihad, I explain 
how a holy war is underway, not 
only with terror but by stealth, 
with some even aiming to impose 
an Islamic State of North America 
by 2050. This “third jihad,” unlike 
the sword-driven first jihad (622–
751) or second jihad (1302–1922), 
uses our freedoms—migration, le-
gal systems, cultural sway—to in-
filtrate and dominate. The Quran’s 
call to “hijrah” ( jihad by migration) 
urges Muslims to spread Islam, 
viewing relocation as sacred. In Eu-
rope, chants of “Allah give victory 
to Islam everywhere” accompany 
unassimilated enclaves. France’s 
nine million Muslims, with birth-
rates outpacing natives ten to one, 
are building mosques and shifting 
culture, often rejecting Western 
values. Britain’s Sharia councils 
erode sovereignty, operating as 
parallel legal systems. This isn’t in-
tegration; it’s conquest.

Islam’s Agenda
Violence isn’t the only threat. We 
now face cultural erosion. Radi-
cal Islamists exploit our systems. 
In The Hidden Enemy, I noted, 
“The enemy without [radical Is-
lam] seeks a caliphate; the enemy 
within [secular leftists] erases Ju-
deo-Christian values.” Their alli-

ance is stark: leftists, rejecting bib-
lical truth, defend Sharia advocates 
like Linda Sarsour, who co-led the 
2017 Women’s March alongside 
abortion and LGBTQ champions. 
Political correctness brands crit-
ics “Islamophobic,” shielding this 
pact. Secularism’s spiritual vacu-
um—evident since Jesse Jackson’s 
1987 chant, “Western Civ has got 
to go!”—invites Islamists to fill 
the void, using welfare, courts, and 
media to advance their agenda. As 
Christianity fades, with Europe’s 
churches now museums, radical 
Islam sees our culture as “overripe 
fruit,” ripe for conquest.

Recent events underscore the 
stakes. January 2025’s ISIS-inspired 
New Orleans attack, killing 14, ex-
posed our vulnerability. In Cyprus, 
recent protests accused Turkey of 
imposing political Islam, eroding 
secular roots—a warning for the 
West. X (formerly Twitter) posts 
amplify these concerns, decrying 
Sharia’s quiet spread. Pacifying rad-
icals, as we did before the Taliban’s 
2021 victory, breeds extremism. His-
torically, Christians stopped Islamic 
conquests at Tours (732) and Vien-
na (1683). Today’s fight is spiritual 
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THE BARBARIANS ARE HERE
MICHAEL YOUSSEF
240 pages

This article first appeared on 
DailyWire.com (June 4, 2025). 
It is still timely and urgent and 
is reprinted with the permis-
sion of the author.
Dr. Michael Youssef was born 
in Egypt and serves as the se-
nior pastor of Church of the 
Apostles in Atlanta. He is the 
author of over 50 books and 
the founder of Leading the 
Way, a radio broadcast that 
reaches 190 countries.
He recently appeared on 
Christ in Prophecy to discuss 
the rising threat of barbarians 
among us. His book, The Bar-
barians are Here, is available 
at ChristInProphecy.com.

and cultural, yet many Christians 
stay silent, cowed by “tolerance.” As 
I have stated before, this deception 
is “from the pit of hell.” Excusing 
non-assimilation or Sharia zones 
surrenders our heritage.

The open border crisis amplifies 
this. Over four years, lax policies 
and judicial blocks have imported 
chaos. The Boulder attacker, an il-
legal migrant, embodies the risk: 
unchecked entry brings ideologies 
that fuel antisemitism and vio-
lence. If we don’t enforce borders, 
we’ll see more D.C. and Boulder 
tragedies. Radical Islam isn’t here 
to blend in—it’s here to dominate, 
as my decades studying its trap-
pings confirm.

Christianity’s 
Counteroffensive
So, what must Christians do? First, 
go to God’s Word, not headlines. 
Second, evangelize boldly. Under-
stand the darkness of radical Islam, 
but love Muslim people. The Gos-
pel is our power, so we must find 
the courage to share Christ with 
Muslim neighbors. Third, fortify 

churches. Pastors must preach un-
apologetically, equipping believers 
to counter secularism and Isla-
mism. Congregations should dis-
ciple families, mentor youth, and 
pray for God to move.

The stakes are eternal. In Mat-
thew’s Gospel, Jesus warned of 
wolves in sheep’s clothing. Radical 
Islam cloaks its takeover in tol-
erance, but its aim is a caliphate, 
not coexistence. Antisemitism will 
surge as unvetted migration grows. 
Yet hope endures. The early church 
faced Rome and won souls through 
love. We can, too. Christians, rise 
up. Share the Gospel, love Mus-
lims, defend our faith, and demand 
secure borders.

Radical Islam banks on our si-
lence—let’s prove them wrong. 
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T H E 

HOPES 
A N D 

FEARS
Tim Moore

The more things change, the more they stay the same. 

That phrase was first introduced to the literary world by 
French novelist Jean-Baptiste Alphonse Karr, but it cap-
tures the vanity expressed by the author of Ecclesiastes. 
The Preacher who penned that book of wisdom came to 
realize that there is nothing new under the sun.

Applied to Bible prophecy, it might be more appro-
priate to say that many things seem to be coming to a 
head, or converging. The age-old battle between dark-
ness and light has raged since the Garden, but now the 
clash of spiritual forces seems particularly pitched. It 
is as if God is turning up the heat (allowing prophetic 
signs to multiply exponentially) and Satan is recogniz-
ing His time is short.

Convergence - the idea that prophetic signs are 
multiplying and intertwining at an exponential rate, 
indicating the rapid approach of the End Times.

As the End draws near, we would naturally expect 
that darkness would rage in frenzied anticipation of the 
Light that will soon burst from the heavens, the Light 
whose first inklings will herald the soon demise of 
night’s terrors. And that is precisely what is happening.

Holy Terror or Blessed Hope
For those who discern the lengthening shadows and 
recognize that wickedness is rising but do not under-
stand the implications of these prophetic fulfillments, 
mounting discouragement threatens to dampen their 
joy. Many people see increasing wars and rumors 
of wars, societal breakdown, rising apostasy in the 
Church, and all the other foretold signs merely as evi-
dence that the world is “going to hell in a handbasket.” 
What too many fail to realize is that Jesus told us that 
these things would happen. He said, “In this world you 
will have trouble, but take heart, I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33).
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If you are a veteran Christian—
meaning a steadfast follower of 
Jesus who has seen much over the 
course of a long life of faithful-
ness—this is no time to go wobbly! 
That is what Lady Margaret Thatch-
er used to tell her colleagues in par-
liament when many of them grew 
weak-kneed in the face of peril. She 
knew that victory could be gained 
if they stood firm and fought for 
what was right in principle and in 
the best interest of their nation.

We have the assurance that the 
victory is already won, although 
Christ has not yet bound Satan or 
instituted His reign on the Earth. 
The Millennial Kingdom is coming 
soon. We just have to hold out—
and “fight the good fight”—a lit-
tle while longer (1 Timothy 6:12). 
Paul’s charge to Timothy was to 
carry on, following the order (com-
mandment) given “until the ap-
pearing of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(1 Timothy 6:13-15).

Our present situation is far from 
precarious. To paraphrase Ma-
rine General Chesty Puller (when 
he was told that his battalion was 
surrounded by Chinese forces in 
Korea), “We’re surrounded. Good! 
They can’t get away from us now!” 

Folks, we are surrounded, not by 
the enemy but by people who are 
ignorant of their eternal fate. They 
may even be unwitting enemies of 
the Cross, but Scripture says that 
Christ died for them—just as He 
died for me and for you. Do we love 

the lost with Christ-like love? Are 
we willing to risk life, limb, embar-
rassment, humiliation, or even mere 
discomfort to share the Gospel with 
those who are perishing?

Bright Hope for 
Tomorrow

Pardon for sin and a peace 
that endureth, Thine own dear 
presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright 
hope for tomorrow, Blessings 
all mine, with ten thousand 
beside!

Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new 
mercies I see; All I have need-
ed Thy hand hath provided— 
Great is Thy faithfulness, 
Lord, unto me!

- Thomas O. Chisholm (1923)

If the Lord tarries and some of 
us are called to our heavenly home 
while the war rages on Earth, have 
we trained up young Christian sol-
diers to take up our mantle and 
continue the advance? There is a 
reason Scripture says that the gates 
of Hell will not prevail against the 
Church of Jesus Christ—we are to 
be pressing forward until our Com-
mander relieves us of duty.

There is no doubt that fear is ris-
ing in the world. It is palpable in 
many circles, even within the ranks 
of those who are well-versed in Bi-
ble prophecy. But as any good mil-
itary commander can tell you, fear 
is debilitating and contagious. That 
is why we are told to encourage one 
another—and all the more as we 
see the Day drawing near.

Hope is also contagious. A single 
person overflowing with resilient, 

These things I have spoken to you, so 
that in Me you may have peace. In the 
world you have tribulation, but take 
courage; I have overcome the world.”
John 16:33

Chesty Puller
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Fight the good fight of faith. 
Take hold of the eternal life to 
which you were called, and you 
made the good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses.
1 Timothy 6:12

eternal hope (not merely hope in 
hope or a futile cause, but in a righ-
teous cause and trustworthy prom-
ise) can invigorate others to rise up 
and press forward.

The motto of the Israeli Defense 
Force is “Acharai” ( ), which 
means "Follow me!” It captures the 
emphasis on leaders boldly leading 
to gain victory. That unflinching 
confidence is what has set the IDF 
apart from its Arab foes in wars 
over the past 80 years.

When Jesus called His disciples, 
He said, “Follow Me.” If you are a 
follower of Christ, He has also called 
you to follow. Even as the spiritual 
battle rages around us, we can be 
confident because He has promised 
never to leave us or forsake us.

At the Rapture, every follower of 
Jesus will rise to meet our Bless-
ed Hope. During the Tribulation, 
those in rebellion will come to real-
ize that He is their Holy Terror. The 
choice is age-old. Moses presented 
the Children of Israel with the same 
choice: life and death, blessing and 
curse. He urged them to choose life 
so that they and their descendants 
might live (Deuteronomy 30:19).

As the world spirals out of con-
trol, I urge you to choose between 
hope and fear—a decision that will 
determine your effectiveness in the 
army of God. If you choose hope, 
exude confidence in the knowledge 
that the Holy Child of Bethlehem 
will descend to us, coming to col-
lect us and abide with us, our Lord  
Emmanuel.

 Then lift up your countenance, 
discipline your words, and train up 
those who are following after you. 
And stay in the fight, until you “take 
hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called” (1 Timothy 6:12). 

MAKE A DONATION
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Fight,
Fight,

Fight!
Tim Moore

M ilitary historians will tell you that there 
are two scenarios that can prove disas-
trous for an army engaged in combat. 
The first is to think that the battle is 

lost, which means that further resistance is futile. The 
other is to believe the battle is won while the fight is 
still ongoing, leading to complacency and a sudden re-
versal in the battle’s outcome.

How does this approach apply to us as Christian sol-
diers who are serving in the Lord’s army? Regardless 
of appearances, as we engage in spiritual battles dai-
ly, we know that our Commander has already won the 
war. However, since He hasn’t yet imposed His peace 
on the world, we must stay alert and fight the good 
fight until He comes or calls us home.

See To It that No One Misleads You
Over time, Christians risk falling into the trap of stray-
ing off the narrow path into one of those deceptions. 
With the rise of darkness in the world (something 
Scripture prophesied), Satan has convinced many that 
there is simply no point in resisting. Sure, Jesus will 
win the war, but the odds seem insurmountable when 
surveying the scene and grappling with what action to 
take. So, some Christians decide to essentially sit back 
and wait for Jesus to rescue us.

On the other extreme, some followers of Christ em-
brace the inevitability of His victory and also choose 
to lie back. Frankly, some Evangelical Christians seem 
to have relaxed their fervor since early 2025—perhaps 
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relieved that things seem to be “go-
ing our way” for the first time in 
several years.

One other insidious deception 
Christians may ascribe to (even un-
consciously) is the idea that allow-
ing darkness to multiply simply ac-
celerates the End—forgetting that 
countless souls will succumb to 
the darkness if the bearers of Light 
hide themselves under a bushel.

“The only thing necessary for the 
triumph of evil is for good men to 
do nothing.”  (Often attributed to 
Edmund Burke)

A Better Way
Lamb & Lion Ministries is grateful 
to be supported by thousands of 
Prophecy Partners and supporters 
who understand that we must stay 
engaged while the battle rages. Yes, 
Jesus will prevail, but He calls us to 
serve faithfully—shining His Light 
and co-laboring with Him.

If the Lamplighter magazine has 
been a blessing to you, please know 
that we endeavor to share it with 
anyone who would like to seek the 
light of God’s prophetic Word. Our 
Christ in Prophecy TV and radio 
programs are designed to share the 
Gospel-centered message that Je-
sus is coming soon—encouraging 

the Church and warning the lost. 
None of our outreach is possible 
without the sustaining wherewithal 
of people like you.

If you would be willing to pay it 
forward to other image-bearers of 
God and future generations of faith-
ful fruit-bearers, please join our 
network of Prophecy Partners who 
support Lamb & Lion Ministries 
regularly. You can do so through a 
host of giving options. If your com-
pany offers matching funds on “Giv-
ing Tuesday” (December 2, 2025), 
you might even be able to double or 
triple your contribution.

You can also make a special year-
end gift via cash, check, appreciat-
ed stocks or bonds, IRA rollovers, 
or Donor Advised Funds and RMD 
transfers. Or, you can follow in the 
footsteps of many Lamb & Lion 

supporters who are now with the 
Lord but instructed that a portion 
of their estate be invested in pay-
ing it forward even after they have 
gone home. Just contact Reva Frye, 
our Chief Financial Officer, if you 
want to explore some of the un-
usual ways to support this ministry 
and even gain considerable tax ad-
vantages. (For instance, Congress 
recently approved a new “above 
the line” charitable deduction of 
$1,000 for non-itemizing taxpayers 
or $2,000 for married couples, be-
ginning in 2026!)

If you are already a Prophecy 
Partner, thank you for your faithful 
support. If you are not yet a Proph-
ecy Partner but would like to stick 
a finger in Satan’s eye, help us pro-
claim Jesus’ soon return.

Join the Battle
Do not be misled. We are in the 
midst of a battle. Satan would like 
to dull our anticipation of victory 
or convince us that he is prevail-
ing, but we know better. Likewise, 
this is no time to coast to the goal. 
The End is near, but that means we 
should dig deep and sprint to the 
Finish Line.

Join us in this fight. Soon our 
Commander will come. Let’s hope 
to hear Him say, “Well done, My 
good and faithful servant.” 

J O I N  T H E

B E C O M E  A  P R O P H E C Y 
P A R T N E R  T O D A Y

BATTLE

CLICK HERE or visit LAMBLION.com 
by phone 972-736-3567
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NATURE SOCIETY
Fed up with galling levels of 
violent crime in the nation’s 
capitol, President Trump fed-
eralized the local police and 
supplemented them with 
federal law enforcement of-
ficers and even the National 
Guard—to the great dismay 
of the Left, who see urban 
crime as more tolerable than 
Trumpian solutions.   

SPIRITUAL
Despite some positive spiri-
tual signs in America, a large 
percentage of our popula-
tion loudly clamors for un-
restricted (and even govern-
ment-paid) abortion, secular 
paganism, and vehement op-
position to traditional Ju-
deo-Christian values. The 
American house seems irrep-
arably divided at best. 

The final “Blood Moon” of 
2025 (visible in portions of Af-
rica, India, China, and Austra-
lia on September 7-8) came 
and went without any un-
usual prophetic significance 
(again)—to the great chagrin 
of date-setters who were 
sure this would be the year of 
Christ’s return.   

An unusually wet spring was 
followed by a long, dry sum-
mer for much of the United 
States. Combined with bio-
logical threats like the screw 
worm threatening to decimate 
beef production throughout 
North America, farmers con-
tinue to be plagued by natural 
forces that are pummeling the 
food supply.   

A 22-year-old young man who 
was radicalized at college 
and embroiled in a transgen-
der relationship assassinat-
ed Charlie Kirk in Utah; the 
outpouring of grief by Con-
servatives and mocking dis-
dain by the Left speaks to the 
deep and dangerous divide in 
America.  

As most Christian denomina-
tions continue to decline, the 
United States is witnessing 
dramatic increases in “none” 
as well as Muslims, Hindus, 
and even Wiccans; while some 
growth can be attributed to 
unchecked immigration, many 
native Americans are abandon-
ing the faith of their fathers.   
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The years keep on slipping away. And yet, the indications of impending doom (for those who have rejected the 
love and mercy of Christ) and dramatic rescue (for those who worship Him as Savior and Lord) are reaching a 
fever pitch all around us. Jews are beginning to realize that their hope does not lie in this world. Muslims are 
coming to Christ through visions and dreams. And members of the remnant Church are listening for a shout 
from Heaven. The Signs are evident for all who have eyes to see.

WORLD POLITICS
Expressing resentment to-
ward American tariffs de-
signed to level the economic 
playing field, BRIC nations 
(Brazil, Russia, India, and 
China) have become cozier 
than ever, even expanding to 
include countries like Egypt, 
Indonesia, Iran, and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates—posing a 
growing threat to the West.   

ISRAEL
Rising antisemitism through-
out the West and even the US 
testifies to a dangerous but 
prophetically foretold situ-
ation for Israel and the Jew-
ish Diaspora: the World will 
become hostile and come 
against the Jewish state; 
even prominent Western 
Jews are caught up in the an-
ti-Zionism fervor.    

TECHNOLOGY
China’s rising technological 
prowess (utilizing research 
and designs stolen from the 
West), coupled with its large 
active military and Commu-
nist Party agenda, is causing 
consternation throughout 
the Free World; Chinese ad-
vances now rival or outpace 
known US capabilities.    

After sparking hope that the 
war in Ukraine would final-
ly end, Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin renewed his 
indiscriminate attacks on 
Ukrainian civilians; the usual 
suspects who align with Rus-
sia (and some surprising sup-
posed American allies like Tur-
key) could see or hear no evil.    

Even as western powers pla-
cate their own Muslim popula-
tion by calling for a Palestinian 
state (albeit ill-defined and in-
famously fractured) and the UN 
General Assembly continually 
snubs Benjamin Netanyahu, 
prayers were answered when 
the living Israeli hostages came 
home in October.

An Artificial Intelligence vid-
eo purporting to present Elon 
Musk had many Christians 
celebrating over his sup-
posed profession of faith in 
Christ; the fact that the video 
was fake proved the danger 
of believing everything our 
eyes and ears perceive.   
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Also available on our website LAMBLION.com or call 972-736-3567.

CLICK HERE to pre-order now!

High Flight
O N  W I N G S  A S  E A G L E S

A selection of Tim’s personal stories and some 
of the cherished, weekly “Moore Musings” that 
have blessed the Lamb & Lion staff and board. 
These poignant devotionals will lift your spirit 
and draw you closer to the Lord who calls us 
to soar with Him “on laughter-silvered wings.”

INTERACTIVE DEVOTIONAL 
& JOURNAL

COMING SOON

https://christinprophecy.org/
https://lamblionresources.com/category/books/books-by-tim-moore/high-flight-on-wings-as-eagles

